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relatively straightforward. In my view, a public hearing
clearly is nevertheless the preferred vehicle for its
resolution.

Incidentally, while I'm on this subject, I got some
help today from the New York Law Journal from two professors
who write that a hearing is —-- let me tell you exactly what
they said. They say, in part, that this is an odd<4moment’ for
transparency in a criminal case. I think that is an odd
sentence tc hear about, transparency in a criminal case.

They go on to say that normally;™if a prosecutor seeks
to dismiss an indictment for such an’ obviodsly worthy reason,
the court would simply grant theareguest. As to that
statement, I respectfully saylit\is incorrect as a matter of
law.

They go on toWsay.the judge would not schedule a

hearing and he defiinitely would not allow the victims to speak.

If he did hold a)hearing, whatever informational interests the

victims may \Bave would be served by affording them a chance to
attend £ he hearing, not by giving them a speaking role.

I"read it. It was incredulous. I'm still
increddlous. I don't quite understand at all. There is a
suggestion in the article that the reason they are making these
suggestions has to do with minimization of drama in this case.
In the Jeffrey Epstein case, there has not been much a
minimization of drama, and what little drama might happen
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today, I don't think it would be very significa%t.

On a somewhat more serious note, don't;quote me on
this, but it is my understanding that one of th% authors of
that article is himself counsel in one of the Eﬁstein—related
cases. I was surprised to learn that very recently. I'm
certain it is true. I was also surprised that that aspect was
not disclosed in the Law Journal.

But in any event, I think you know where I'm/heading.
I respectfully disagree with the Law Journal piece. I was
saying that the government's motion is r€latively
séraightforward, and in my view, a pUblig Hearing is clearly,
nevertheless, the preferred vehicle, for” its resolution. I'm
still convinced of that.

A few may differd{on, this, but public hearings are
exactly what judges do'\ JHearings promote transparency and they
provide the court_ with drnsights and information which the court
may not otherwise be) aware of.

The™wictims have been included in the proceeding today
both betause ©f their relevant experiences and because they
shodl@y always be involved before rather than after the fact.

Indictment 19 CR 490 charges Jeffrey Epstein with sex
trafficking and with conspiracy to commit sex trafficking. The
U.S. Attorney, on August 19, 2019, requested that the court
approve the government's proposed order of nolle prosequi. I
think that's a rough justice. That means noll% prosequi,
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discontinuance by the prosecutor of all or of al part of the

case that he or she has commenced.

[
i

The government in its motion concludes! that Epstein’'s
death abates these proceedings. In accordance Qith Federal
Rule of Criminal Procedure 57(b), I determined to hold a public
heéaring and I notified the victims that they woﬁld be given the
opportunity to be heard before any final action on<the motion.
That is the purpose also of today's proceeding.[ I would do
that every time.

Also, recognized that Epstein, M¥, Epstein died before
any judgment of conviction against kim had/been obtained, and
that the government's proposed oxder appears, in form and
substance, to be appropriatex

Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 48(a) codifies the
nolle prosequi process\ /Lt is entitled dismissal, and it
states in relevant. part )that the government may, with leave of
the court, dismiss an indictment, information, or complaint,
and that leave,of the court proviso, you should know, was added
as an afmendmernt to the original draft of Rule 48, which had
originally provided for automatic dismissal upon the motion of
the ‘government.

This proviso, in my judgment, is clearly directed
toward an independent judicial assessment of the public
interest in dismissing the indictment. Thus, even whereas, in
this case, the standard of court review is deferential, the
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court must still make its own independent deternination. A
conclusory statement from the government that dismissal is
appropriate does not satisfy the court's obliga%ions.

It is also, in my view, required that the court
consider the views of the victims in the case at the hearing
and before deciding whether to grant the motion. This is being
done here both as a matter of law and as a measure<of) respect
that we have for the victims' difficult decisions to come

forward in this matter.

In a case called United States FmHeaton,

H-e-a-t-o-n—-, the government filed a Ruleg, 48 motion for leave
to dismiss a charge against a defendant’ who allegedly committed
a sexual offense against a youngiyvictim. Although I should
point out, very importantdya that that defendant was still
alive, which distinguishes,it from our case.

Nevertheless/, I ‘think it is irrelevant because in
evaluating the Rule 48 motion, then district Judge Paul G.
Cassell —-- whe,is now a law professor at the Uﬁiversity of Utah
and is degarded to be a noted expert in victims' rights --
concTuded that under the Crime Victims' Rights Act, victims
haveanbroad rights that extend to a court's decision whether to
grant a government motion to dismiss under Rule 48.

I completely share that viewpoint in these
circumstances, even though the facts of our cage, as I said,
are somewhat different from those in Heaton. f believe it is
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the court's responsibility, and manifestly within its purview,
to ensure that the victims in this case are treéted fairly and
with dignity.

The fundamental substantive principle which applies in
considering the government's motion is termed the rule of
abatement. This principle originated in the English common
law. It was adopted by most U.S. federal courts, Jut) more
recently, it has faced some appropriate criticism. \\The rule of
abatement is best explained in the Second Circuit case of

U.S. v. Wright.

In that Wright case, two defendants had pled guilty to
embezzlement and tax evasion. Both defendants appealed, but
one of the defendants died whiilejhis appeal was pending in the
Second Circuit. The Courf of Appeals rule that under the rule
of abatement, the judgment.of conviction against the deceased
defendant was required to be vacated and the indictment was to
be dismissed. The Wright court held that when a convicted
defendant diés,while his direct appeal as of right is pending,
his death abates not only the appeal, but also proceedings had
duringy the course of the prosecution.

The Second Circuit incidentally has also held that
when a criminal conviction abates upon the death of a
defendant, any restitution ordered as a result of that
conviction must also abate, and it is also ruled the same with
respect to associated forfeiture orders.
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This latter application of the rule of abatement
regarding forfeiture has not been universally accepted amcong
federal courts, but it certainly is the law in this circuit.
Some of you may be interested to know that some United States
courts, state courts, have criticized the rule of abatement,
particularly in the face of growing recognition of vigtims'
rights in the criminal justice system, including the Crime
Victims' Rights Act.

It has been written and contended in the Brooklyn Law
Review -- I can give you the cite later/~=that when courts
abate criminal convictions, they reimpose,éa burden on victims
that legislatures intended to aldewiate through these victim
rights statutes. The state Supreme Court has even concluded
that the expansion and co@ifiication of victims' rights provides
the changed conditionsmeeded for overruling the rule of
abatement. It has. also )been stated that Alaska's statute and
its constitutionjnow require the criminal justice system to
accommodate \the rights of crime victims. Further, that the
abatemgnt of riminal convictions has important implications
for these /rights.

But coming back to our case, which is what you are
soncerned about and I am as well, it is appropriate to conclude
that if the rule of abatement applies to a convicted defendant
as in the Wright case, it should also apply a fortiori in the
Epstein case, which was still in the pretrial phase when

SOUTHERN DISTRICT REPORTERS, P.C.
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Mr. Epstein died, when there had been no conviction.

So that's just some background I wante? to share with
you. At this point in time, I would like to tufn to the
government prosecutors to hear from them in support of their
Rule 48 application to dismiss the Epstein indictment.

MS. COMEY: Thank you, your Honor.

Would you like me to address the court frem the
podium?

THE COURT: If you wouldn't mind.

MS. COMEY: Thank you, your HonOx.

I believe your Honor has acCurately summarized the
state of the law, as set forth im our papers, in light of the
clear Second Circuit law, that upon the death of a defendant
before a final entry of ad{judgment of conviction, all
proceedings must be abated.

In light ,0ffithat clear law, the government is legally
obligated to seek dismissal of the pending indictment against
Jeffrey Epstean, and we respectfully submit, likewise, that the
entry of the proposed order is similarly required by law.

A" few notes to make about that, though, your Honor.
To, be.very clear, dismissal of this indictment as to Jeffrey
Epstein in no way prohibits or inhibits the government's
ongoing investigation into other potential coconspirators, nor
does it prevent the bringing of a new case in the future or the
pfosecution of new defendants.
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It also does nothing to prevent the gobernment from
continuing to explore the possibility of seekiné civil
forfeiture of any assets that were used to faciiitate the
crimes charged in this indictment. Indeed, as has been stated
publicly, investigations into those matters have been ongoing,
remain ongoing, and will continue following dismissal .of| the
indictment here.

T would also like to note that, as thel government has
previously mentioned, this dismissal in no way lessens the
government's resolve to stand up for the™wictims in this case,
both those who have come forward and’ those/who have yet to do
so. We agree with your Honor's ,sentiment that those victims
should be respected, and we appreciate your Honor's recognition
of that.

One housekeeping.matter that I did want to reference
for your Honor. Theyprotective order in this case requires
destruction or return of any and all discovery material upon
conclusion ofwthe case. We have been in communication with
defense’ counsel, who have confirmed that they have returned all
physieal c¢opies that they have of discovery that the government
has “préduced to date, and they are in the process of deleting
any copies that they may have made. So the parties are in
compliance with the protective order.

Finally, I just wanted to say a word about the victims
in this case, and particularly those who are hére in court
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today. TI'll note that in light of the court's brder indicating
that the victims and their counsel would be permitted to be
heard in court here today, the government has endeavored to
provide notice to all known victims of today's proceeding. We
did so either directly where a victim was not represented by
counsel or through counsel where a victim is represented|by an
attorney.

The government does not know exactly how many victims
or their attorneys are here today and we do [not know how many
of them or their counsel would like to sPpéak. To the extent
any individuals do wish to speak, we’do net know the substance
of what they would like to say. ~We, haye left that entirely up
to the individual decisions of the victims and their attorneys.

I will note, thotgh, that throughout this case, the
government has endeavoredwand done our utmost to fulfill our
obligations under.the/ Cnimes Victims' Rights Act. We have done
so by trying to keep,/as many victims as we are aware of up to
date about the,ongoing case and about any developments in the
case.

We will continue to provide services and offer
servicés to any of the victims in this case, even after the
indictment is dismissed. Both the U.S. Attorney's office and
the FBI have been in touch with all known victims or have
attempted to be in touch with all known victims, either again
directly where victims are not represented by counsel or
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through counsel where they have attorneys. We have expressed
|

to them that services are available for those who wish to take

advantage of them.

Unless the court has any questions for me, the
government will otherwise rest on its papers.

THE COURT: 1 just have one question.

The protective order, is that self-executdngjor do I
need to do something?

MS. COMEY: It is self-executing, your Honor.

THE COURT: Thanks very much, MSY Comey.

MS. COMEY: Thank you, your” Honor/

THE COURT: Yes.

I'1l turn to counsel for the defense at this time.
Mr. Weingarten, I'm happy{(te, hear from you.

MR. WEINGARTENg /wThank you.

Your Honor,%wI think it is an understatement of the
year to say the world looks and feels differently today than it
did the last™zime I was before you. For us, the elephant in
the roofm is what happened to our client. I would like to tell
youw Héw we see the world and where we are on that subject.

We start with the Attorney General's statements,
public statements, that there were very serious improprieties
in the jail. We obviously read the press. We see that the
warden has been taken out. We see that the guards on duty at
the time have been put on leave. We understan& guards are
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refusing to cooperate with the investigation. We have heard
allegations that people at the time who had responsibility for
protecting our client falsified information. We understand
that there were orders out thére that Jeffrey Epstein was never
to be left alone and that the orders were ignored by many of
the employees of the prison.

In a word, yikes. In addition, obviously4we) followed
the medical examiner's report, or we haven't followed’ the
report, we haven't seen it, but heard conclusions, initially
not enough evidence to come to a conclusfon, wanted to see
more. We assumed she was talking abdut the videotapes, but
then came to the conclusion that.it, was’ suicide.

We report to the court ‘that ——

THE COURT: Suicdde, by’ hanging --

MR, WEINGARTEN: /.. Yes.

THE COURT: %- was her conclusion?

MR. WEINGARTEN: Yes.

And“we report to the court that we had a doctor there
at the £ime, Jand we also have been in receipt of a tremendous
amodnty of ymedical and scientific evidence volunteered to us
opiming that the injuries suffered, as reported, were far more
consistent with assault than with éuicide, and we are happy to
supply the court with all the information that we have.

Now, in addition, as the court noted, we were underway
with our pretrial motions, and as the court ob&iously
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understands, the NPA and the role of the NPA wa$ going to be

critically important. And I would simply like to report that

|
i

we went pretty far along.

We interviewed all of the relevant lawyers on the
defense side who participated in the NPA, and we were satisfied
that we had a very strong argument that every one of those
lawyers believed with an objective basis that the deal was
global. That is, at the time --

THE COURT: I'm sorry, that?

MR. WEINGARTEN: The deal of theWNPA was global. That
is, more specifically, at the time, the Florida prosecutors and
agents knew of conduct in New Yoxkj, and that no competent
defense counsel negotiating ih good faith with the prosecutors
would have ever agreed to{andeal back then that allowed New
York prosecutors to indict.for precisely the same conduct in
the future, which, off course, is what happened.

In addition, we have come up with very powerful
evidence, weWpelieve, that Florida prosecutors, who
participated in the deal, steered the victims and the alleged
victims to New York on more than one occasion because they did
not want to suffer the sleights of attacks against them. So we
have advanced the ball on this very subject and we are prepared
to completely report to the court as to where we are and what
we've done.

i

Another point. We obviously had contact with our
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attorney-client privilege survives death and we:are not going
to forfeit the privilege, but we will report to the court, with
as much specificity as the court may want, that at or around
the time of his death, we did not see a despairing, despondent
suicidal person. Details to follow, if the court wishes\|

The 800-pound gorilla, for us, of course,4Larg the
video surveillance tapes. Obviously we assume there is a tape
that leads directly to the door where Jeffrey Epstein was
housed. If that tape reports for 12 hou¥s,before his death
that no one went in and out of that fgomjy then the suggestion
that there was something other than, alsuicide seems
preposterous.

But there is no €ueh evidence that has surfaced to
date. Just the opposite,w.We have heard, and we actually read
in the press, that thé tapes were either corrupted or not
functioning. Talk about a yikes. If, in fact, the system was
broken for six months before Jeffrey Epstein was housed, I
mean, that would be stunning incompetence. If it was allowed
to c£ontinuwe to be inoperative when Jeffrey Epstein was housed,
it would be incompetence times ten. But what if the tapes only
broke down or were inoperative or were corrupted on the day he
was killed or the day he died? Then we're in a completely
different situation.

So where does this lead? I think whefe it leads,
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Judge, is there are incredibly important questions that remain
open. The public interest in this matter is obvious from this
courtroom. There are conspiracy theories galore. We are all
for finding the truth. We believe this court has an
indispensable role to play.

Whether or not this indictment is dismissed, A think
this court has the inherent authority to find out what happened
on its watch. Obviously, when the court detained Jeffrey
Epstein, the court did not anticipate that weeks,later he would
be dead in his cell. I think given the fnherent authority of
the court, the court should make ingGiry.

This could come in many.formsy” Obviously the court
made inquiry as to what happenediin the first incident. When
there was an allegation of an attempted suicide, the court made
inquiry. The court obviously was interested.

I recall ,youtr language. You talked about that being
one of the several open questions indicating an interest on the
court for théwmothers as well. Obviously, the ultimate guestion
is whatg happened to the client.

THE COURT: You're talking about the July 23, 2019
incident?

MR, WEINGARTEN: Yes.

The court obviously could hold hearings. The court
could assign a lawyer to help the court. I think this is an
area where there is intense public interest. We have complete
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confidence in the prosecutors in the Southern D%strict and the

FBI to do a competent investigation. But thesej are allegations

against serious components of the United States! Department of
Justice. Sometimes the appearance of justice is just as
important as justice itself.

I think the court supervising, or at least keeping an
interest in this proceeding, is incredibly important for the
public to have confidence in the ultimate findings,\and
certainly for us to have confidence in the ultimate findings.

One more issue, Judge. The conditions of the jail, in
a word, they were dreadful. Not just fon dJdeffrey Epstein, but
for many of the prisoners over theme. )YThis is a prison within
the shadows of this courthouse. \The situation is rife with
vermin. The abuse and theé eonditions in that prison, in a
word, are a disgrace and/evervbody knows it.

A persomawith authority told us, someone with
knowledge, that ‘the prisoners in Guantanamoc -- and he spoke
with personalwmknowledge —- are treated better than the
prisongrs right across the way. The feds certainly know how to
run atdisciplined, clean prison. I've been in 20 of them.
Theywknow how to do it just fine. And the question is, why in
the world does it not happen down the road? I think that is a
perfectly legitimate subject for the court to make inquiry.

In a word, we want the court to help us find out what
happened. The court has a role to play. It is the institution
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So whether or not you dismiss the indictment, to us,
is beside the point. We want you to stay on the case, we want
you to conduct an investigation, and we want to‘know what
happened here.

Thank you, your Honor.

THE COURT: Just so it is clear, so your view on the
motion directly on its merits of the nolle prosegqui order and
application by the U.S. Attorney, do you™have a view on that?

MR. WEINGARTEN: I think if theWcourt felt that the
case had to stay alive for the coumnt te” continue, we would
oppose it. I think --

THE COURT: I'm éonry, /if what?

MR. WEINGARTEN: /wlf the issue, if you took the
position for you 1o ‘eOnduct the investigation or lead the
investigation or\participate in the investigatién, then we
want, the ro¥e _we want you to play, if the indictment has to be
alive, gwe would oppose the motion.

I"don't think you need to do that. I think you can
dismiss the indictment.

THE COURT: So you're suggesting that you support the
government's motion, just viewed in the context of --

MR. WEINGARTEN: Yes, of course.

THE COURT: Great.
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MR. WEINBERG: Judge, if I can just su?plement?

THE COURT: Absolutely. ;

MR. WEINBERG: Thank you, sir.

Thank you, as an out-of-town lawyer for the privilege
to appear in front of you, your Honor.

THE COURT: 1It's my pleasure.

MR. WEINBERG: First, as to the conditions, we think
your Honor trusted the government, the Bureau of Prisons, to
keep our client safe and keep him in civilizZed conditions. The
government will again ask, as to other défendants, that they be
detained at the MCC, some subset of Athemiwill end up in the SHU
unit.

It is a horrific. I;ve called it medieval. There's
vgrmin on the floor. ThefeWis wet from the plumbing. There is
no sunlight. There islimited exercise. It is simply
conditions that no prétnial detainee —- and I would go farther
as a criminal defensge lawyer —— no United States defendant
should be subgected to.

Certain judges have taken views of the conditions. We
wouldWrge your Honor, the government talks about and we talk
about.transparency, to see what kind of conditions there exist
within 50 or 100 yards of one of the great United States
district courts.

Second, in terms, we have a profound problem with the
conclusions of the medical examiner. There aré for three
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reasons, your Honor. ’

One is the timing of Mr. Epstein's dem}se. It was on
August 10. On August 12, a bail pending appeal motion was
being filed in the Second Circuit. On August 12 or 13, the
United States Attorneys were going to respond to our request
for the preservation and production of documents that would
have facilitated and furthered our efforts to demomstrate
communications between the Southern District of/ Florida, the
Northern District of Georgia, which was standing, in the shoes
of the Southern District of Florida main®justice and the
Southern District.

In other words, we were.beginming the process
discharging our responsibiligliesy, There had been no new
evidence that Mr. Epstein(had committed any offense against a
minor after 2005. Thesubject matter of the New York
prosecution was équarely within the heartland of the Florida
NPA. We had a significant motion to dismiss. This was not a
futile, you 'kmow, defeatist attitude.

Third, we had all the discovery motions that your
HonorWhad "scheduled. So the timing for a pretrial detainee to
commit’/ suicide on August 10, when his bail pending appeal
motion is being filed on August 12, strikes us as implausible.

Second, we had an independent doctor who was present
at the autopsy which occurred on August 11. On August 11, the
city medical examiner's findings were inconclusive. We are
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told by a very experienced forensic pathologist)that the broken
bones in Mr. Epstein's neck, in his larynx, arejmore consistent
with external pressure, with strangulation, with homicide, if
you will, than with suicide. It doesn't exclude suicide, but
the pure medical forensic evidence creates profound issues
about what happened to him.

Also the time of death. Our medical examiher's
cpinion is it occurred at least 45 minutes and probably hours
before 6:30 a.m. on August 10, when he was fiirst,found, 1f you
will, according to the reports. Yet he, was moved, something
that is not ordinary in these circumStances.

I would also —-

THE COURT: Excuse me. He was moved?

MR. WEINBERG: Instead’/of having the cell in the
condition it was found )\ if. be had been dead for 45 minutes or
two hours or four houfs,) there were efforts to move him and,
therefore, make 4t more difficult to reconstruct whether or not
he died of suicide or some other cause.

I spoke to Stacey Richmond, who is a responsible
memPeryof Jthis court who represents the family of Mr. Epstein.
She "spoke to the medical examiner on the Friday after
Mr. Epstein's death and asked why, if the conclusion was made
late in the afternoon on Friday that week. She specifically
asked about what extrinsic nonmedical evidence caused the
medical examiner to go from uncertain to suicide, and she was
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told that the medical examiner had seen nine mihutes of one
i

video which was on a stairwell between floors aF the MCC. She
was told that the principal video that would hage showed the
whole hall was corrupted. It was in DC with thé FBI to see if
they can reconstruct it.

And I asked the same questions that my co-counsel did,
you know, was the dysfunction of the critical pivofal) video, in
the most secure prison east of Florence, out in[ Colorado known
to the MCC before August 10, or was this corruption occurring
on August 10, which would again cause us™to be skeptical of the
servitude of the medical examiner's Conclusions that this was
suicide rather than some other cause.

So with my co-counsel, we ask your Honor, it is not a
question of trust or not €rust.’ They ask you to detain people
and you trust the Bureau/ef Prisons. And it is within your
inherit authority, yeur )Honor, to find out what happened to our
client.

We {@xe angry about the conditions he was held in. And
we're also angry, quite frankly, your Honor, that the only
soufcCé, of "information that we get as to what happened to him is
through the media rather than through the United States
Attorney's office. We've made requests informal. We have
made Touhy requests. We've been told there is a pending
investigation.

But we trust your Honor and the judiciary, and with
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all due respect, we believe there is an inheren% and central

i
role, a pivotal role in your Honor to find out what happened to
a defendant in a case before the court, whether‘or not the
court grants the nollé pros today or whether it holds it
pending an investigation into Mr. Epstein's death.

We're not here without significant doubts regarding
the conclusion of suicide. We are not here to say4what
happened. We don't know what happened. But wefldeeply want to
know what happened to our client.

Thank you, sir.

THE COURT: And you, as Mr., Weingdrten, have the same
view of the nolle prosequi motiomn?

MR, WEINBERG: Yes, 4youk Honor.

THE COURT: OK.

MS. COMEY: YourwHonor, may I respond to some of those
points?

THE COURT: Sure.

MS ."€OMEY: Thank you, your Honor.

Justhbriefly. With the exception of the noting that
thedéfense does not have an objection to the government's
motPen; virtually everything else that defense counsel just
argued, respectfully is completely irrelevant to the purposes
of today's proceeding and to the motion that is pending before
your Honor.

As an initial matter, the question ——?
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THE COURT: Well, it may be. Well, I ﬁon't know. You
say irrelevant. {

It is a public hearing, and I think itzis fair game
for defense counsel to raise its concerns.

MS. COMEY: Certainly, your Honor. But it 1is
irrelevant to whether or not the motion should be granted.

THE COURT: Right. I get that.

MS. COMEY: I would also note that thelquestion of
Mr. Epstein's death is the subject of an ongoing,and active
investigation, as has been publicly notediyby a separate team
of Assistant United States Attorneys” from the Southern District
of New York, separate from the team whe” is handling this
prosecution, as well as a separate team of FBI agents.

There is an ongodng, and active grand jury
investigation into the“circumstances surrounding Mr. Epstein’s
death. It is the,fumcCticon of a grand jury and of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation to investigate crimes in the federal
court systemiw, It is not the purview, respectfully, of the
court t® conduct an investigation into uncharged matters.

S0 respectfully, we disagree with defense counsel's
stiggestion that the court has some authority to conduct an
independent investigation. To the extent any other defendants
who are detained in the MCC have concerns about the conditions
or believe that the conditions are relevant to a future or
current bail determination, it is for those defendants and
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their counsel to raise those arguments and for the judges
|
hearing those arguments to evaluate those claim%. It is not

relevant to today's proceedings.

Thank you, your Honor.

THE COURT: In those other cases, Ms. Comey, judges do
have authority to investigate, but don't here?

MS. COMEY: Not to investigate, your Honor, but to
hear arguments about the conditions of confinement 4n/the MCC
as they may relate to any bail determination. I,believe that
was the argument that was made.

The bigger picture here, your Henor, is that the focus
of today's proceeding, as we understand it, is to allow the
victims who have gathered here today to be heard and to comment
upon the case and to commént, upon the motion that is pending,
and to bring this casetoma close.

THE COURT: %Gob it.

MR. WEINGARTEN: May I?

THE “COURT : Sure.

MR. WEINGARTEN: We obviously saw this as, perhaps,
the”Tast opportunity to be before you, and we wanted to take
advantdge of the opportunity to say our peace and thank you for
allowing us.

There is precedent here. Ted Stevens, the Senator
from Alaska case in Washington, DC, Judge Emmet Sullivan
ordered an independent investigation by a privéte lawyer when
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he was deeply troubled by the alleged Brady vio;ations. I

represented the prosecutors in that case, so I'% very, very
familiar with it. |

It is analogous. It is a situation where there was
tremendous controversy over what happened in the case and
whether or not the prosecutors went off the reservation.| Judge
Sullivan -- and there were three or four independent »- not
independent, DOJ inquiries into the very same mattexr./ But
Judge Sullivan wanted his own opportunity to make a judgment
with his own independent investigation.

THE COURT: OK.

MR. WEINBERG: If I couldWyjust’ add one precedent, your
Honor.

The Chief judge dnW%the /District of Massachusetts or

the Chief Judge at the“time, Judge Wolf, in a case called

U.S. v. Fleming, whern/the conditions at Walpole, which is a

state prison where federal prisoners were being held —— we
don't have a“federal MCC in Béston -- went to the prison,
stayed in the)yprison to determine whether or not the complaints
abodt“the conditions were authentic.

I think your Honor has the inherent authority to go to
the ninth floor and see how the MCC houses pretrial detainees.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Are you saying that whether or not the
motion is granted that is pending before us?
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MR. WEINBERG: Yes, your Honor.

I think, like when appeals are taken, bail issues
remain before the district court. Jurisdiction:is not
completely divested. Your Honor issued a pretrial detention
crder and your Honor has the power, the inherent authority,
they are not going to refuse to allow you to go look at the
ninth floor. They are going to count on you to make decisions
in the future.

I just trust that the executive branch is not going to
prevent the judicial branch from looking®@nto the death of
Jeffrey Epstein or the conditions ip/ theW\SHU unit at the MCC,
sir.

THE COURT: Great. 4Thank you.

MS. COMEY: May {,%Wwour Hoconor?

Just very briefly, vour Honor. I would note that upon
the dismissal of theydndictment, which I believe the parties
agree 1is appropriate/in this case, there would be no case.
There wculd Be,no jurisdiction for the court to conduct any
sort of{ inquiry, even if the court had such authority.

THE COURT: Right.

OK. I think we've heard enough.

It is at this point in the hearing that I would like
to call upon victims' counsel, plural, for any remarks they may
have and they may wish to make. Also, to introduce their
clients, those of them who wish to be heard.
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It would be helpful if, in doing that,iif counsel --
Mr. Edwards and I see and I see Mr. Boise as weil -— I know
they are counsel to several, at least several of the victims.
It would be helpful if whoever is speaking, both Mr. Edwards
and Mr. Boise, would indicate to the court whether or not they
have discussed the pending motion with their clients, (hat is
to say and the rule of abatement, etc., etc. with them prior to
today's hearing.

Are we going to hear from Mr. Edwards first, is that
right?

MR. EDWARDS: Thank you, your, Honor.

THE COURT: You bet.

It would be helpful 4 Mr. Edwards, if you would state
and spell your name for theWcourt reporter.

If you are going=to introduce someone else, which I
trust that you are, Wt you could state and spell their name as
well,

MR .\ “EDWARDS: Yes, your Honor.

May it please the court. Brad Edwards, B-r-a-d
E-d€w2a-r-d-s, with the law firm of Edwards Pottinger.

I have in the courtroom today 15 victims that I
represent and have represented over the years. There are at
least 20 mcre who didn't make this hearing today for a
multitude of reasons, some out of fear of public exposure,
others because the way in which this case ended will never

SOUTHERN DISTRICT REPORTERS, P.C.
(212) 805-0300

CA/Aronberg-000948

FILED: PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL, JOSEPH ABRUZZO, CLERK. 3/28/2023 2:27:00 PM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

® @ y

J8RSEPS1 ,

bring full justice, and they decided it was besf for them not
to talk today. ;
|

Some of my clients are going to addresé the court that
are here today. Others are not. Some are going to use their
names, and have in the past, and others wish to remain
anonymous. And I have instructed each of them to inform| the
court reporter that they will be proceeding as Jane, Doe soO that
the court reporter can take them down.

THE COURT: For those who wish to zremain anonymous?

MR. EDWARDS: Exactly, your Honox,.

THE COURT: And that is satisfaetory, as far as I am
concerned.

MR. EDWARDS: Beforelweldo that, I would like to
address a couple of the things that have occurred this morning.

First of all/whether relevant or not, I personally,
and on behalf of my lients, do appreciate the presentation
that Mr. Weingarten made and Mr. Marty Weinberg made.

I have tremendous respect for Mr. Weinberg. I've
worked #vith him through this and related cases for years, and I
undérstand” the reason why they made the presentation that they
maden

There is two things of interest to our clients in that
respect. One is, because of the tragic ending, that none of my
clients wanted, nor did I, nor did anyone else, if there is
some civil rights violation and there is some éivil remedy for
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Mr. Epstein that goes to the estate, certainly ?he victims are
|

interested in that as they might help to repairithe damage
done.

Second, Mr. Epstein's untimely death, the timing is
curious to us. But more s0, it makes it absolutely impossible
for the victims to ever get the day in court that they wanted
in court and to get full justice. That now can never) happen.
I know that Mr. Epstein's attorneys say he wanted it, and they
know, we did too. And there are a lot of people here today
that are very sad by the way that this ended for both
Mr. Epstein and the fact that full jlustiee/was robbed from
them, once again.

The second issue I wanted to address was the Law
Review or the Law Journaldarticle that your Honor referenced,
which is troubling because, the opinion seems to say that
transparency is not %appropriate in the criminal system and is
not appropriate ‘at this point in time.

Thates tough to swallow, especially in this case,
given the long history of this case. Personally, it is tough
to Swallow, and on behalf of my clients, I can say that is very
cencerning. Transparency is the only way that the justice
system works. We know this because there was a similar
investigation of Mr. Epstein many years ago, from 2005 to 2008.

My personal involvement in this case was because a
young female came into my office named Courtney Wild, and she
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came to me not asking to file a lawsuit against%Jeffrey

|
Epstein, but simply asking for the government té talk to her.
She was cooperating in an FBI investigation andiwanted the
government to speak with her, and I thought that was going to
be an easy task.

It was only a few months later that we learned that
this investigation that was represented to my client in written
form, that it would be a long investigation, and to\be patient.
Basically, to hang tight. It was resolved by way of a secret
deal that never allowed any of the more than 30 victims who had
been identified of Mr. Epstein's abuse in Florida to ever
participate in a single hearing... There’was a hearing. They
were never notified.

I then went on t6 represent many of them in civil
cases and also in extensive. pro bono work. And I can tell your
Honor that while Jefififey Epstein's abuse of them hurt them and
harmed them for many,) years, the feelings they had was
aggravated exponentially by the facts that they had no rights
in the &rimindal justice system, by the fact that they were
tredted as if they didn't matter. They were not allowed their
rights/under the Crime Victims' Rights Act to meaningfully
confer with prosecutors, to be treated with fairness, to be
treated with dignity. That is what this is supposed to be
about, and to have notice of hearings.

So I do want to thank your Honor, andiespecially the
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prosecutors who have worked this investigation énd this case,
which is very different in experience for all o% my clients and
the other Epstein victims in this case, because they were
allowed to be a part of the process. While some of them
elected not to be here today, that opportunity should always be
allowed for them.

In 2008, we filed that case under the Crime Victims'
Rights Act because our clients' rights were violated, and as
your Honor knows, a federal judge has ruled (in our clients'
favor that their rights were violated. So,this hearing today
means a lot to them. The fact that AfheyWnady never get their
chance to speak in court, they may\never get complete closure,
and all of us have to wonder A iftheir rights had been afforded
them the first time, would any of us be here right now. Or
wouldn't it more likely, be.the case that everyone, including
Jeffrey Epstein, would have turned out better for it?

Today, 'L ha¥e not only represented, but met and become
very close with many of these victims. Many of these
survivers. They are very strong people. They are people who
havé persevered through a lot of adversity. 1It's been a roller
cbaster of emotions that has led us to where we are today. And
while they have all been cast over the years because of the
secrecy of the first investigation, in the shadow as victims,
you can't put them all in one bucket and say one size fits all.
They are each individual people who were harmed differently and
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distinctly through not only the abuse, but the system.

And on behalf of all of them, I would }ike to thank
your Honor for the fairness with which they've been treated,
and the United States Attorney's office for the way in which
you have handled this investigation, and especially how you
have treated the victims in this case.

Like I said, I have many who want to speak. | Some that
can't. This is a very difficult day for them. [Butiwe
appreciate the opportunity and the invitation.

The first client that I have thafy,is going to address
your Honor is the one who walked int®O myWoffice in 2008 asking
just to be heard, Courtney Wild.

THE COURT: Hold on<oneisecond. Did you all want to
be seated?

You don't ne€d, to,.be standing. Whatever is more
comfortable until ,yow're ready to give some comments. It's up
to you.

Ms.®™Wild, if you could spell your name for the court
reporters, please.

MS. WILD: Courtney, C-o-u-r-t-n-e-y, last name Wild,
Wxi=l=d.

(Continued on next page)
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MS. WILD: My name is Courtney Wild, ahd I'm a victim
of Jeffrey Epstein. Jeffrey Epstein sexually aFused me for
years, robbing me of my innocence and mental heélth. Jeffrey
Epstein has done nothing but manipulate our justice system,
where he has never been held accountable for his actions, even
to this day.

Jeffrey Epstein robbed myself and all the<other
victims of our day in court to confront him one/[by one, and for
that he is a coward.

I want to thank the U.S. Attormewws for seeking
justice that has been long over due,/ andumost importantly,
given us, the victims, our day im eourf’ to speak our peace and
find some sort of closure. I feel very angry and sad that
justice has never been sefved in this case. Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thanks,very much.

MR. EDWARDSw/ D ‘believe my next client who is going to
speak is probably going to speak as Jane Doe.

JANEWDOE NO. 1: Yes; Jane Doe.

THE €OURT: We'll say Jane Doe No. 1, just for the
recordy

JANE DOE NO. 1: Okay. Thank you for allowing us to
speak today. I've shifted what I want to say in hearing
what's already been said, and just about the question of
Jeffrey's death. T don't know what the relevance is to this
hearing, but I do know that it is profoundly rélevant to my
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life, as a victim. I don't like that word, but’I still feel
like I am learning the ways that he's impacted @e as a complex
|

situation, but he was also a major part of my life. As

destructive as that relationship was and as much of a villain

as we have created him to be —-- based on facts we've created
him to be a villain -- he's a complex villain and actually all
of that is irrelevant. Anybody deserves —- an investigation is

the right thing to do. Like, we do need to know how he died.

It felt like a whole new trauma all over again, and I
don't know why, you know, because I —-- F'm, trying to defend
myself against him at this point in my I%fe, but it still does
not feel good. It didn't feel good toywake up that morning and
find out that he had allegedly committed suicide. Okay. But I
also wanted to say to the(pmess, I'm reading —- I read my story
in the paper. I read”“sco/many other girls' stories that are so
similar to my own, amd everything that's been focused on is not
the most importamt part of it.

Thete, was —~- the problem with focusing on these, the
facts of the Jsituation, that were out of the ordinary and like
becdlse he was such a grand person, and it was just a unique
situation. I know that that's the more interesting side of the
story, but I don't want to be used as entertainment. And the
problem, the fundamental problem of the whole situation is the
element of exploitation and coercion, and these are things that
so many girls can relate to.
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1 And even though this Jeffrey Epstein bfought it to a
2 grand scale, on some level, a lot of girls coula relate to the
3 trauma that we are talking about, and even thouéh this whole

4 situation sucks, I would like to think that it may be possibly
5 a catalyst for change because, obviously, as we're seeing with
) the "Me Too" movement, change needs to happen and it's -+ what
7 I'm seeing in the papers is not a common story, butl it's so

8 much more common than you realize. That's all.[ Thank you.

9 THE COURT: Thank you very much.

10 ‘ MR. EDWARDS: I believe that thewmext client is going
11 to also be a Jane Doe; so I think fof the purposes of the

12 record it will be Jane Doe 2.
13 THE COURT: Yes.

14 JANE DOE NO. 2: {Geod morning, your Honor.

15 THE COURT: Goeod.morning. How are you?

16 JANE DOE ,NOn/ 2~ Doing okay. I hadn't prepared any
17 words to speak teday/ but there is something that was on my

18 mind this mo¥ning when T got here. 1It's been on my mind in
19 reading’ through the press and through the people that I've
20 spoKény to yabout it, friends, family. It's something that's
21 bothereéd me because I think it has a lot of blame in it, as
22 well, a little bit of what my friend, who was up here, was
23 speaking about.

24 I think that a lot of people asked why we spent so
25 much time, why we stayed. It's an experience that's really
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hard to explain to people who haven't gone throhgh it. I think
there's a writer, Thomas Nagel, who wrote an eséay called "What
is it like to be a bat?" And I think that he touches on it
pretty strongly and if you haven't experienced something, it's
very hard to fully understand why someone makes the decisions
they do and what the circumstances were.

I don't want to speak for all of the victims). I’think
each of us has a different story and different gircumstances
for why we stayed in it, but for me, I thinkK he was really
strategic in how he approached each of ws%, Things happened
slowly over time. We didn't —-- it almos® was like, putting it
like that analogy of a frog being #n aypan of water and slowly
turning the flame up. You didn"t realize it was happening, and
it just -- I don't think é@nyone’ /can fully understand the
experience, but I just i =the blame feels very strong.

There's a let of support as well, but I just want
people to try and understand that we aren't bad people. We
weren't trying,to -- it wasn't a situation where we were trying
to extoft money from someone. A lot of us were in very
vulfierable situations and in extreme poverty, circumstances
where.we didn't have anyone on our side, to speak on our
kehalf, and that's really scary.

You start to blame yourself because, at first, you
don't tell anyone what's happening, and it becomes your deep,
dark secret that you tried to keep from everyone. And I didn't
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even know I was a victim until I spoke with my 1awyers. I had

i
i

no idea. I had so much self-hatred and doubt apd just guilt
for everything. I still do. I still don't feei like I deserve
to say I'm a victim, and I think that's a big problem with our
society right now, that people are still blaming victims, and I
think that does need to change.

I hope that today people understand that e&ach of’us
has a story, has a past, has a family and just givejus a chance
to -- you know, that's basically all I just (wanted to say.

THE COURT: Thank you so much.

JANE DOE NO. 2: Thank you/s5¢ much.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. EDWARDS: Okay.4. I ‘think that the next person who
is going to speak is also(geing’/to be speaking as Jane Doe; so
for the purpose of theéWweeord, Jane Dce No. 3.

JANE DOELNOw 33 ° Thank you for allowing us to speak
today. I came te New York City 15 years ago to pursue modeling
from a small™gown. I signed on with an agency and was excited
to purslie my passion and my dream. Several months later, I met
a f€male who told me about Mr. Epstein. She portrayed him as
an amazing man who genuinely cared for people and that he was
going to be able to help me in a modeling career.

I was excited to meet him, after hearing her talk
about him. He sounded like an amazing person. An introduction
was made at his New York home, and it is there:that I was
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sexually assaulted. I left his home, after he threw me,
basically put money on the table, and I was ashamed. I was
embarrassed. This was not the way I was brought up, and I
couldn't believe this had happened to me.

I left and my world kind of spiraled after that. I
stopped going on modeling castings. I gained weight. ( I| became
depressed. I stopped going out with my friends, and only’ five
months after I had been in New York City to pursue my’/dream, I
left. I left the modeling industry, and I left New York City,
and I totally switched my career paths.

I buried this deep within me, and/all of the new
occurrences that have come up in.the media is what brought it
back up for me. And I feel sickened and saddened that it toock
so many years, and God knéws, how many victims, for this to
finally come out, but I'mmthankful it did. And I'm just angry
that he's not alive ‘anymore to have to pay the price for his
actions. So I thank/you for your time.

THE®COURT: You're very welcome.

MR. EDWARDS: Your Honor, Jane Doe No. 4, I believe,
is going to speak now.

JANE DOE NO. 4: Good morning, your Honor.

THE COURT: Good morning.

JANE DOE NO. 4: I just have something very short to
say. I met Jeffrey Epstein at a very vulnerable place in my
life, and whatever the outcome is-with everything, I just
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wanted to express that we, the victims, we willjalways carry
irreparable damage and pain throughout our liveé after this.
It's something that's never going to go away.

You know, whoever we marry in our life, whatever
future we have in our life, it's always going to be something
that's always there for us. And I'm very nervous right nhow.
And Jeffrey Epstein, he took away the chance I had«4at) having
the future I had envisioned for myself as a young girl, and I
think many of us here today will never fully heal from that
pain and the heartache that we'll contimtieycarrying with us.

So I just wanted to say that. TTt's something that
it's irreparable. I can't even xeallyyuse a better word to
describe that. So thank youdforijhearing us today.

THE COURT: You'trelvery welcome.

MR. EDWARDS:“Wour Honor, Jane Doe No. 5 would like to
speak.

JANE DOE NO, 5: This is a letter that I wrote; so
it's going towmbe: Dear Jeffrey, T think you are a mentally
disturbeéd human being. You used your power to make me believe
at 4 vyoung age that I could have my dreams of being a model.
You ‘padid for your freedom. You violated my rights. You should
have to pay for them, just as anyone else. You got a plea deal
that no one else would have been able to get. You used your
money to get out of paying the price for your actions.

Also, as a victim, I never got to see what the
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agreement was or why the special treatment got approved. I
think you should have been in jail for several &ears in
population and live like everyone else that is mentally
disturbed like you. You paid for yourself to get special
treatment while you were in jail. I don't even think you spent
a day in a jail as a normal human being.

You had investigators come to my house and,also went
to my friend's house to question them. I will nevexr be able to
over —— I will never be able to get over the overwhelming
emotions and embarraésment I experienced™from that trauma. I
needed therapy several times a week_and had high stress and
anxiety levels.

You paid your way tefimake the public think that the
girls had nothing in life{going’/on for them. You wanted to try
and blame that we were Wower class and that was the problem
with the girls. I wa$ firom a middle class family and did well
in school. I lived the American girl dream —-- or the American
girl life. ‘ITwmwent on family vacations around the world, grew
up in algood €ity, and my parents are still married tc this
day/” “Basitally, everything you said that we didn't have in our
lifep.t did.

It all came down to I was told I was making $200 in an
hour. Being young, that was a lot of money, and I didn't know
any better. Sadly, you were the one with an illness that you
should have to go and see a doctor and also have a mentor group
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for the sickness you have. I will continue with writing my
book about that secret life, with all the newspaper articles of
the case, my high school agenda book of official dates. I'm
basing that proof that I deposited cash after leaving
Jeffrey's. I still have all of the information, articles that
I collected over the years.

You mentally and physically traumatized me. ) I went to
therapy, and it was the best thing I did for myselfy /~If anyone
only learns one thing from this case, I hope is that money
should not let you buy your way free. A" erime is a crime and a
victim is a victim. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. . Thanky/you very much.

MR. EDWARDS: Your Honor, my next client is Chauntae
Davies, C-h-a-u-n-t-a-e, Dawvies, D-a-v-i-e-s.

MS. DAVIES: “Tymet, Jeffrey Epstein through my first
massage teacher, a man who took me in as his apprentice to
teach me a practice I wanted to learn while in desperate search
to find a cure.for a debilitating neurological disorder that I
have, which manifests into violent vomiting attacks, largely
triggered by stress. It's called Cyclié Vomiting Syndrome.

I was recruited by Ghislaine Maxwell. Upon my first
meeting of her, I wouldn't know I had been recruited until many
years later, when I would read it in a headline. Ghislaine and
Jeffrey took me in. They sent me to school. They gave me a
job. They flew me around the world, introduced me to a world I
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had only dreamt of and made me feel as though I%had become a
part of their family, another thing I was desperately searching
for.

But on my third or fourth time meeting them, they
brought me to Jeffrey's island for the first time, and on the
first night there, Sarah Kellen came tapping on my door late at
night to inform me Jeffrey was ready for another mdssage.’” My
instincts told me this didn't feel right, but If gotiup and
followed her to a villa I hadn't yet seen. [Jeffrey and
Ghislaine's villa.

I began my massage, trying ot to/let him smell my
fear and obvious discomfort, butsbefore” I knew what was
happening, he grabbed onto my.wrist and tugged me towards the
bed. I tried to pull away, ZWbut he was unbuttoning my shorts
agd pulling my body orto/his already naked body faster than I
could think. I was ‘s€anching for words but all I could say was
meek, "No, please stop,"” but that just seemed to excite him
more.

He continued to rape me, and when he was finished, he
hoppedy, cf £ and went to the shower. I pulled my shorts up, and
INran.as fast as I could back to my own villa, my feet bloodied
from the rocks. I cried myself to sleep that night.

I spent two weeks vomiting, almost to death, in a
Los Angeles hospital after that first encounter. Jeffrey's
abuse would continue for the next three years, and I allowed it
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to continue because I had been taken advantage bf my entire
life and had been conditioned to just accept it;

It took me a long time to come forward; too long
maybe, and all it took to bring -- and all that it took to
bring this man to justice has been robbed by his death. Every
day, every week I've spent in the hospital since, I've suffered
and he has won. Every job offer that's been offeréd to me and
then retracted because of my connection to thisf case,’/I have
suffered and he has won. Every public humiliation I have
endured, I have suffered and he has wonsEvery relationship
that I've had to end because of theabuse that I have endured
by the hands of this man, I havessuffered and he has won.

Every woman sitting4in this room today, and all cf the
women who have yet come forward’/and who have not yet to come
forward and whose lives, have been affected by Jeffrey Epstein's
sick abuse of young ‘girls, we have all suffered, and he is
still winning injdeath.

I refuse to let this man win in death. I couldn't
fight back when Jeffrey Epstein sexually abused me because I
hadni™ yet” found my voice. Well, I have found my voice now,
and while Jeffrey may no longer be here to hear it, I will not
stop fighting, and I will not be silenced anymore. I needed
him to hear the pain he's caused, what I've gone through
because of him. I wrote a 350-page book of all the pain that I
have endured at the hands of this man that I really needed him
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to hear. His death has robbed me of that justi?e.

Please don't rob us of justice again. :Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. EDWARDS: Your Honor, I think I have one more
client that is going to speak today, Anouska De Georgiou.

THE COURT: Would you spell that?

MS. DE GEORGIOU: Good morning, your Honox,

THE COURT: Good morning.

MS. DE GEORGIOU: My name is spelled A-n-o-u-s-k-a,
D-e, space, G-e-o-r—-g-i-o-u.

Thank you, your Honor, for/giving/us the opportunity
to be heard this morning.

THE COURT: Sure.

MS. DE GEORGIOQU:( When’I was introduced to Jeffrey
Epstein, I was young dnd/fulkl of hope and the foolishness of a
teenager. I was ide@listic, and I saw the good in people.
Jeffrey Epstein manipulated me, coerced me and sexually abused
me.

Something I think is very important to communicate is
that Yoss/of innocence, trust and joy is not recoverable. The
abuse,” spanning several years, was devaluing beyond measure and
affected my ability to form and maintain healthy relationships,
both in my work and my personal life. He could not begin to
fathom what he took from us, and I say "us" because I am every
girl he did this to, and they're all me. And today we stand
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together, those that are present and those that%aren't.

I was a victim, and it has taken me many, many years
to stand here and say, yes, it was me. I was a victim, but I
will not remain a victim and be silent for one more day.
Although I think it's tragic when anybody dies before their
time, I'm extremely relieved that Jeffrey Epstein will nbt be
in a position to hurt anymore children or anymore wWomgn, and
I'm glad to be part of a group of women who aref now bonded
forever in the trauma that we endured at the hands of this man.
Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. EDWARDS: Your Honox, ZWwe ‘had one client who was
not able to be here but sent4a message through a letter. Her
name is Michelle Licata, M-i-—c-h-e-1-1l-e; last name,
L-i-c-a-t-a. And Brittany.Henderson, of my office, is going to
read her letter as imstructed.

THE COURT: Sure.

MS \"HENDERSON: Thank you, your Honor.

THE J€EOURT: Yup.

MS. HENDERSON: What happened to me occurred many
years..4go when I was in high school, but it still effects my
life. I was told then that Jeffrey Epstein was going to be
held accountable, but he was not. 1In fact, the government
worked out a secret deal and didn't tell me about it. The case
ended without me knowing what was going on, without him being
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held responsible, without any explanation and wﬁthout a chance
for my voice to be heard. I was treated like I§did not matter.

Many years later, he was arrested again. These
investigators and attorneys representing the United States have
been completely different. I am still mad, concerned and
confused about how he committed suicide and escaped
responsibility again, but I know it is not the faudit of the
judge or the government attorneys.

I was allowed to be a part of the process this time.
My attorney was able to tell me what was™geing on at every
stage because they kept him informed. , Thank you for inviting
me. It means more to me than you ¢an‘ever know. I was not
able to be here this time, but ILknow that I was allowed to be
and I had the chance to attend this hearing, which is helping
me in my healing processi=..The fact that I mattered this time
and the other victims mattered is what counts. For that, I am
grateful.

THE®CGOURT: Thank you.

MR. EDWARDS: Your Honor, finally, in 2008 when I
fileédWthe ) case under the Crime Victims Rights Act, it wasn't me
alone.” I did it with Paul Cassell and Jay Howell.

Paul Cassell is here today, and I think your Honor
even cited to a piece of —-- an opinion of his from when he was
on the bench, and he has some remarks to make.

Once again, your Honor, I really do believe that this
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is a model for how victims should be treated in a criminal
process, and we really do appreciate it. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. CASSELL: I'll be very brief because I know there
are others that want to speak here. I'm Paul Cassell,
C-a-s-s-e-1-1, previously served as a federal judge at the
District of Utah, currently a law professor, where4l teach
crime victims rights at the University of Utah,[College of Law.

I just wanted to take one minute to address some
suggestion that there would be no need f6r,a hearing this
morning. I think, having heard already from these powerful
victims and recognizing how impoxrtant giving those statements
will be in the trajectory of4their lives, makes clear that your
Honor has followed exactly the right path. Legally, there is
one precedent, which is, Ua.S. v. Heaton, a case that you cited
that I wrote about aydecdde ago, and as explained in that
opinion, victimsj\have important interests in the criminal
justice systeém,that can only be recognized if they're given
their day in court.

With all due respect to other law professors that have
recently written an article, I think transparency is one of the
overriding objectives in our criminal justice system, and the
one substantive action that I would urge your Honor to take
today is to publish your remarks as a published opinion. The
Heaton case is, to my knowledge, the only repofted decision on
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this particular issue, even though it's more th%n a decade old
and, yet, we can see today that these problems ?ecur in many
other cases. Your remarks today, I think, shou&d be published
so that they can serve as a guide for other judges around the
country.

I would encourage you to add into your remarks a
reference to the Crime Victims Rights Act. The Crime)Victims
Right Act promises victims the right to be treated with
fairness, dignity and respect, and the process that we see
unfolding this morning is a clear examplewef how victims can be
treated with fairness, dignity and respect/

So I know that your HonorWis wondering what is the
appropriate action here. Unfortunately, it seems like there
are no other legal optiong, ZWut /there was a legal option for
you to decide to exercisey.which was to allow these victims to
come forward. And I there's been one positive thing that has
come out of the &ragedies, the abuse, the other events of this
case, it's been your decision to allow these victims to be
heard this morning, and I encourage you to publish your
deciS®on and to encourage other judges to follow what is
clearly a model for crime victims rights and is clearly an
example that should be followed in other cases down the road.

THE COURT: Thank you very much. I appreciate your
being here. I had no idea that you would be here when I wrote
the remarks, but it was clear from the literature that you are
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the leading expert formerly of the District Cou?t of Utah, I
believe, and it's a pleasure to have you here today.

MR. CASSELL: Thank you, your Honor.

THE COURT: Thanks.

Mr. Boies?

MR. BOIES: Thank you, your Honor. David Boies| of
Boies Schiller Flexner. We have with us today five of the
victims that we represent. There are a number of additional
victims who either were unable to attend or (are still unwilling
to come forward publicly. This has beem™an enormously
traumatic aspect of their lives, something/that, as you've
already heard and will hear mores.todayy” is something that they
can never entirely escape frem.

I want to, as prdoxn counsel have, commend both the
Court and counsel for“thewDepartment of Justice for the
consideration and,respect and attention that they have paid to
the victims. Wel.believe that that is not only right, as a
matter of human dignity, but we think that is exactly what the
law reguires Jand intends.

I"will be more blunt than the Court has been, or
Professor Cassell has been about Professor Green's article.
That is an article that cites no authority, and I believe there
is no authority for his proposition. I entirely respect his
right to advocate on behalf of his client Alan Dershowitz, who
has retained him in connection with litigation that we've
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brought against Mr. Dershowitz, but I would havé expected that
the Law Journal or Professor Green himself would have disclosed
that connection, which I think is a conflict.

But regardless of the appropriateness of his
disclosure, or lack of disclosure, I think that his article
opposing allowing the victims to have a voice in this
proceeding is inconsistent not only with the policy, that
underlies the Crime Victim Rights Act and the very statute that
Mr. Epstein is being prosecuted under, but it ignores the
actual language of those statutes, and mdny other statutes, in
which Congress has made clear that the purpose of the criminal
law is no longer simply to punish the j¥ndividual defendant, but
it is to find some way of trying to mitigate the damage that
has been done to the victims, through restitution and economic
mitigation, but also through the ability to confront and to
have the court system and the justice system and the
prosecutors treat these victims as they are victims, as they
are human beings, and they are entitled to the respect that our
society! needs”to give every human being. So I think that this
is Moty only commendable, but I think it is what the law
requibres.

In response to the question the Court asked, I have
discussed this hearing with my clients. I have told them that,
under the applicable law, the government has no alternative but

to move to dismiss this case, and I believe under the
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applicable law in this circuit, the Court has ng alternative
but to grant that motion.

I think the current law is outdated, as the Court
suggested in some of its remarks. I think there will come a
time when either an Appellate court or the Congress will make
clear that, just as it's possible to continue civil cases
against someone after they have deceased, it is possible,” at
least for purposes of things like restitution, to centinue
criminal cases, but we are not there now. And, fortunately, in
tﬁis case, there are other ways and perl@ps even more efficient
ways to vindicate the interests of the victims here.

We greatly appreciate theWremarks of the
representative of the Departmentiof Justice today, and we, too,
on behalf of the victims,{are not going to stop when we walk
out of this courtroom:\ We.are going to continue to seek
vindication against WMr. )Epstein's estate and, in some senses,
perhaps even more important, against the people who worked with
him and enabled him.

As you have already heard, and will hear more,

Mr /Epsteiln did not act alone. He could not have done what he
did,mon the scope and the scale of what he did, for as many
years as he did it without the activities and support and the
co-conspirator activity of a number of other key individuals,
and those individuals also need to bear their share of
responsibility, and those people need to have a reckoning as
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well.

My partner Sig McCawley, who's been wo?king with me
for more than five years on this case, is going to, with the
Court's permission, introduce five of our clients who will
speak briefly to your Court. Thank you very much.

THE COURT: Thank you very much, Mr. Boles. _Pleasure

to have you here.

MS. McCAWLEY: Thank you, your Honor, the first victim
that would like to speak today is Theresawd. Helm.

THE COURT: Can we have the” spelling of your name?

MS. McCAWLEY: Sure. Sdignid,prS-i-g-r-i-d, and the
last name is M-c-C-a-w-l-e-y4and I'm a partner at Boies
Schiller Flexner.

THE COURT: Thank, you.

MS. HELM: “GOod ‘morning.

THE COURT: ) Good morning.

MS \™HEILM: Thank you, prosecutors and Judge, and the
Court. My name is Theresa Helm. I note today I do feel
respeeétedand listened to; so I appreciate that, and I have to
say thdt I commend the boldness of the New York prosecutors for
pursuing a man that has, you know -- and others, that have
clearly taken a lot from a lot of people.

17 years ago I knew him only as "Jeffrey." I was
recruited and brought from California to New York, and that
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experience for the last 17 years has been a dark corner in my
story, in my life, in my life story and that has been
definitely made worse by my own self-shame and that —— and
anger for normalizing all of the red flags. I feel like we are
conditioned to do that, and that's something that needs to
change.

So I'm here today, you know, I'm coming ferward
because it is time to bring light to that darkngess,\and it's
time to replace that darkness with light. And I|am a survivor
of this, and I do aim to progress furthe¥“from being a
survivor, you know. I feel I've worked hard, quite hard, to
get to where I'm at now, and I'madefinitely at a place in my
life where I will no longer cever up. I1I'll no longer cover up
what needs to be brought toWlight.

Jeffrey is noWenger here, and the women that helped
him are, Ghislaine Makxwell. My experience is with Ghislaine
Maxwell and Sarah Kellen, and they definitely need to be held
accountable \for helping him, helping themselves, helping one
another{ carry”on this huge, almost like a system. So they need
to Heheld accountable, all of them, and I would like to see
thatye—Certainly on behalf of myself and for everyone here.
Thank you.

THE COURT: Thanks so much.

MS. McCAWLEY: Our next client, who is going to speak
this morning, is Virginia Roberts Giuffre.
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MS. GIUFFRE: Good morning, your Honor.

THE COURT: Good morning. How are youé

MS. GIUFFRE: Okay. Thank you. My naﬁe is Virginia
Roberts Giuffre, that's V-i-r-g-i-n-i-a, Roberts,
R-o-b-e-r-t-s, Giuffre, G-i-u, double F, for Fred, -r-e.

I am a victim of Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell
in the dark and cruel and criminal acts they committed against
me and hundreds of other girls and young women for years and
years and years, unstopped.

Thank you for allowing me to address the Court and
speak the truth. I commend the prosécutors from the Southern
District of New York for the ongolng imvestigation and its
pursuit of justice for us vietims. It has given me hope, and I
will not let go of that hope.

When f was reéerudited by Ghislaine Maxwell at
Mar—-a-Lago, just before )T was 17, I thought I was given a big
break, and I1'd be able to reset my life and become an actual
real massage™herapist. My hopes were quickly dashed, and my
dreams svere stolen. Jeffrey Epstein is no longer alive, but
this™@s not about how he died. This is about how he lived.

He will not have his day in éourt, but the reckoning
of accountability has begun, supported by the voices of these
brave and beautiful women in this courtroom today. The
reckoning must not end. It must continue. He did not act
alone and we, the victims, know that. We trust the government
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is listening and that the others will be brough% to justice.
Thank you, your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you very much.

MS. McCAWLEY: The next client of ours that will be
speaking this morning is Sarah Ransome.

MS. RANSOME: Thank you, your Honor. My name is Sarah
Ransome, R-a-n-s-o-m-e. I'm a victim of Jeffrey Epstein and
Ghislaine Maxwell's international sex trafficking ring.

I would like to thank the Court for the,dignity and
the respect you are showing me here todaymas well as the other
victims. I would also like to acknowledge/and extend my
gratitude to the prosecutors from the\Southern District of
New York for pursuing justicefonfibehalf of the victims.

Please, please finish what vyou have started. I struggled to
find the words to adedquately say how important your work is to
us.

For a very long time Jeffrey Epstein gamed the system
at every leveéd, and when he realized he couldn't do that any
longer,{ he showed the world what a depraved and cowardly human
beirig%he ¥s by taking his own life. But we, the victims, are
still.Here, prepared to tell the truth, and we all know he did
not act alone. We are survivors, and the pursuit of justice
should not abate. Thank you, your Honor.

THE COURT: You're very welcome.

MS. McCAWLEY: Our next client who is going to be
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speaking this morning is Annie Farmer.

MS. FARMER: Good morning, your Honor.

THE COURT: Good morning.

MS. FARMER: Annie, A-n-n-i-e, Farmer, F-a-r-m-e-r.

I had the opportunity to speak at Jeffrey Epstein's
bail hearing, and I really appreciate that you heard me and
listened to me that day. I am so sorry that others will not
have the opportunity to stand before him the way that’/I did.
But I'm here today to speak on behalf of my(sister, Maria
Farmer, who could not be here.

Jeffrey Epstein, Ghislaine/Maxzwell not only assaulted
her, but as we're hearing from se manyyof these brave women
here today, they stole her dreams and her livelihood. She
risked her safety in 1996¢ so many years ago, to report them,
to no avail, and it is$%heazrtbreaking to her and to me that all
this destruction hasybeen wrought since that time.

We were)deeply disappointed and disturbed by Epstein's
death and théwfact that that was allowed to happen while he was
in thegovernment's custody, and I'm encoﬁraged to hear that
thefe'will be a full investigation as to how that was allowed
to happen.

But it is extremely important, as others are saying,
that he did not act alone and that the other people that were a
pért of what he did are held accountable and that that
investigation continues.
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I believe that we have a real problem in this country
with perpetrators of sexual abuse and sexual assault being held
accountable. There are so many roadblocks to victims being
heard, to cases being investigated thoroughly, and then to
those cases being prosecuted. And so I think this is a really
important signal to send a message to victims out there that
people will take you seriously, people will follow<4through, and
that even those in power, as we have unfortunately ‘seen, that
has not been often are able to escape that, [that,even those in
power will be held accountable. Thank you,

THE COURT: Thanks so much,

MS. McCAWLEY: Our next. client, who's going to address
the Court is Marijke Chartounl. \She says it much more
beautifully than I do; so(I%ll let her say it.

MS. CHARTOUNI%, /My first name is spelled,
M-a-r—-i-j-k-e; last wame ‘is C-h-a-r-t-o-u-n-i.

My name)is Marijke Chartouni, and I am a victim of
Jeffrey Epsti@in and the sophisticated sex trafficking operation
he ran,/ whererhe allegedly was to be a financier.

T"was 20 and previously modeled and was living in the
WestwVillage. I met a young woman named Rena through a mutual
friend. We were friends for a few months. She was an amazing
artist and liked to party. ©One day she called me and asked if
T was interested in meeting a friend of hers. She told me he
wanted to meet me and really liked blonds, and I thought he was
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I agreed.

On a sunny, crisp day, we took the train together to
the Upper East Side. She then began to talk a little bit about
him on our way to his house. T was at his house. I was
sexually assaulted by both Rena and Jeffrey Epstein in his
mansion. It left me feeling both disgusted and betrayed.

As we walked home to the subway afterwards, she
continued to tell me about the man who had just abused me with
her participation. She seemed exhilaraged, from the horrific
experience. I was shocked and in a_dazey /This is a few things
that she had toid me. She told mejhe'went to Cooper Union. He
was a mathematical genius. Thatf{he had favorite girls that he
would take to Chanel for 45=minute, all-you-can-buy shopping
trips. She told me his, right-hand person had connection to the
arts and the fashiomwonld, and she could help me.

This is\not/my complete story. I'll stop here. I'm
in a good, skable place in my life, and I had decided to come
forward to bera voice to the victims who may not be able to
teld %heir story, or at least not yet. I feel like I am a
SUX VivOor .

Thank you, Judge Berman, for inviting victims to speak
today before you. We hope the government is listening very
closely to the words we are saying.

THE COURT: Thank you very much.
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MR. BOIES: Your Honor, just very brie%ly.

THE COURT: Sure.

MR. BOIES: I would like to express to the Court how
proud I am of all of these women who have come forward. It's
taken an enormous amount of strength and courage for them to do
so. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thanks, Mr. Boies. Hold on ome second.

(Pause) |

MS. LERNER: Thank you, your Honor/ My, name is
Kimberly Lerner, of Lerner and Lerner, and, your Honor, with
your permission, I would like my cliént,WJennifer Aroz, to
stand next to me.

THE COURT: Sure.

MS. LERNER: Wouddihthat be okay?

THE COURT: Absolutely.

MS. LERNER:#/ Your Honor, I would like to begin by
saying that I am\in awe of all of these beautiful women. I
just want towmlet you know, on behalf of Jennifer and myself, we
admire gyou, we respect you, and we applaud you, and you are
bravéwsurvivors. And Jennifer's heart is with all of you, and
we,_thank you so much for coming forward.

Jennifer, when she went public, she thought she was
one of the only ones, and to see all of these faces is, I know,
amazing for her.

Jeffrey Epstein was a predator, a pedophile and a sick
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individual. However, he was also a thief. He stole Jennifer's
childheood dreams, her innocence and her self-confidence. She
was 14 years old. What he coﬁld not buy, he forcibly took.
Why? Because he surrounded himself with a network of powerful
people who not only looked the other way, but also actively
facilitated and participated in his sexual abuse of chdldren.

Jeffrey Epstein thought he was above the law, and
essentially he was until now. The system let Jennifer and the
other victims down, but it does not have to [end here. We ask
the U.S. Attorney's Office and the FBI g6%bring all of
Epstein's enablers and co-conspiratofs to, justice.

It has taken Jennifer 18 years’ to find her voice, and
again, Jeffrey Epstein has tried{to silence her. While she
will never have her chancé o face him in court, he no longer
has any power over her'\ /Today, this brave survivor will be
heard.

MS. AROZ: Thank you for allowing me to be able to
have my chan@e,in court today, to be able to tell you what this
horrifi€ man @did to my life. You can't even imagine how much
it gffected my childhood, all the way through my adult life.

He roebbed me of my dreams. He robbed me of my chance to pursue
a career I always adored. He stole my chance at really feeling
love because I was so scared to trust anyone for so many years
that I had such severe anxiety. I didn't want to leave my
house let alone my bed.
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The fact that he felt entitled to take away my
innocence, the fact that he felt that he could do whatever he

wanted, regardless of the laws, hurts me so very much. It took
me years to tell anyone what Epstein did to me because I was so
ashamed and embarrassed at what people would say or think of me
until I found out there were other victims, girls just like me.
I knew I could no longer keep my silence no matter<how ruthless
and powerful Epstein was, and still is even after his’/death.

The fact I will never have a chance to face my
predator in court eats away at my soul.EBven in death, Epstein
is trying to hurt me. I had hoped t0 . atilast get an apology,
but this evil man had no remorse. on caring for what he did to
anyone. I felt let down by the ‘people who were supposed to
watch him in prison. They et this man kill himself and kill
the chance of justice”for.so many others in the process, taking
away our ability tosbeak.

out of ‘all the damages and side effects that Epstein
caused by hissheartless and selfish acts, it's very hard to put
my feeldings and emotions into words, trying to let his
horféndous actions go and attempting to forgive him, has been
se difficult for me. Yet, as hard as it's been to come so
publicly forward, I refuse to let Epstein take me as a victim
anymore.

I am a survivor. The many that stand before me here
today that have shared the horrific experiences with this
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deplorable human being, because even though thi§ weak, evil
coward tried to steal all of our childhoods, tréed to steal all
of our innocence and tried to steal all of our means of
justice, he will never steal our inner strength, and he will
never, ever, ever steal our voice. Thank you so much.

THE COURT: You're welcome.

MS. GIBBS: Good morning, your Honor. Texi Gibbs,
T-e-r—-i, G-i-b-b-s. For the record, I am a Califormnia
attorney. I'm not admitted to the New York (State pbar. I am
here to make a statement on behalf of NewwyYork attorney, Lisa
Bloom. I work for her firm, The BloOm Firm.

Lisa Bloom represents fouy ofyJeffrey Epstein's
victims, Jane Doe 6, for the4receord, Jane Doe 7 and Jane Doe 8.
I am so proud of all of youlwictims who are here today and are
able to voice yourselves,/today. I will not and cannot comment
on the criminal casey/ on ‘Ms. Bloom's communications with her
clients.

Ms \®"Bloom would like to share three of her client's
statements for the record. Here are the statements. Statement
of ,Jane Doe 6.

To the Honorable Richard M. Berman. Jeffrey Epstein
stole my innocence. He gave me a life sentence of guilt and
shame. I do not consider myself a victim. I see myself a
survivor. The abuse that I endured cannot continue. Let's
stop this before it happens to other young women. Jane Doe.
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Statement of Jane Doe 7. To the Honorable Richard M.
Berman. I used to be relatively carefree, inquisitive, hopeful
and excited about life, but my life changed because of Jeffrey
Epstein. My perspective on life became very dark when I was
unknowingly recruited by one of his agents. Jeffrey Epstein
ruined me. His recruiter ruined me. The far-reaching
consequences of that day ruined my family's lives.

I've chosen to remain anonymous in order to protect my
family from unwanted media attention.

I was just trying to figure oug™my path in life when I
encountered Jeffrey Epstein in his Néw York City mansion. I
cannot even begin to summarize theWmany detriments this
experience of sexual assault<hasthad on my life. Immediately
following the incident, I{was unable to function and be around
other people. My paréntswhad to rescue me and bring me home,
where I became a necdllse for years.

I was changed forever and buried my assault deep down,
where the darkness couldn't hurt me anymore, but of course, it
has always been here, lingering and affecting me unconsciously.
At £he,time, I was mired in shame, guilt and humiliation. I
had %somehow tricked myself into thinking that I had allowed the
assault to happen, that I did it to myself, that I don't
deserve to be alive or to be loved. I believed that I was a
disgusting, shameful person who does not deserve to ever be
happy. These are the thoughts I've lived with on a daily

SOUTHERN DISTRICT REPORTERS, P.C.
(212) 805-0300

CA/Aronberg-000984

FILED: PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL, JOSEPH ABRUZZO, CLERK. 3/28/2023 2:27:00 PM




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

® e .

J8RPEPS2

basis.

Furthermore, because I couldn't tell anyone, out of
fear of judgment, blame or retaliation, keeping this secret
completely hindered my abkility to uncover why these issues
existed for me, which could have led to a path of healing over
the years.

It is time for those cof power to do the right thing.
It is time for'compassion toward our fellow human beings to
reign over money, power and greed. We need to protect our most
vulnerable to allow them a chance at a mommal life, and nothing
should come in the way of that. I bélieve/that for future
generations, including my own childreny,” this case will set a
precedent that victims must mo lenger suffer in silence on our
own or be shamed for comifighforward to seek protection.

This case should.demonstrate to those who want to harm
others that there,will be a reckoning, and they will pay dearly
for the harm they inflict on innocent people. Judge Berman, I
thank you fo¥wmfrom the bottom of my heart for this forum and
opportunity.

To all of those survivors who came before me, I
commend your bravery. There is no way I could have done this
without you.

Thank you to the public following this story, for your
outrage and desire for answers, which will hopefully move this
case forward so that victims can stop having to relive their
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1 experiences every day and move on to begin to heal.

2 God bless the victims, their families,. the

3 investigators and public servants working so diligently to find
4 those answers and to right all these wrongs. Jane Doe 7.

5 (Continued on next page)
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THE COURT: Thanks very much. |

MS. GIBBS: One more. Statement of Jaﬁe Doe 8.

In the past few weeks, I have had to reflect on my
interaction with Jeffrey Epstein and realized that, though I
have yet to put it all behind me, I am still a victim. I say
this because I have to come to terms with it in an effort to
truly get past the abuse I suffered at the hands ofy Epstein.

Pursuing criminal penalties against him and having an
opportunity to address the egregious crimes he committed
against me and other young woman would haVe helped my recovery
process. This all came to an abrupt” halt when he took his own
life. This point of disclosure dsiylost.

I cannot say that I4am pleased he committed suicide,
but I am at peace knowing(he,will not be able to hurt anyone
else. However, a sad”teuth-remains. I, along with other
people, will never have )an answer as to why. I will never have
an apology for the wrongdoing. And most importantly, Epstein
will not be \Justly sentenced for his crimes. Now I sit in my
home questioning the well-being of those girls like myself. In
cho6sing death, Epstein denied everyone justice.

Any efforts made to protect Epstein's name and legacy
send a message to the victims that he wins and that he is
untouchable. I understand his case may be dismissed or closed,
but this makes me feel as though I, and anyone else who fell
pry to his hands, simply do not matter.
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I ask that you very seriously consider the final
decision, because it will undoubtedly affect all other facets
of this case, including any future charges brought against the
recruiters or third parties to his crimes. I do not want the
narrative to be, Those poor girls. I want to send a message to
anyone who would consider engaging in similar acts tothink
twice beforehand. I want some sort of closure for4those of us
who relive those horrible moments where we werel assaulted,
abused, and taken advantage of by Epstein.

You have the opportunity to hedPius seek that closure.
I appreciate your time and considerationWand ask for your
continued support in dealing with thisy’case to illustrate that
we, Epstein's victims, do matter.

Sincerely, Jane Doeg, 8.

On behalf of “hisa,Bloom and The Bloom Firm, thank you,
your Honor.

THE COURT: ) Thank you, Ms. Gibbs.

Did™we have any other victim's counsel or victims?

Ms. Allred.

MS. ALLRED: Good morning, your Honor.

THE COURT: Good morning. How are you?

MS. ALLRED: Fine. Thank you.

Allred, Maroko & Goldberg by Gloria Allred,
G-1-o-r-i-a A-1-l-r-e-d.

Your Honor, thank you so much for this opportunity to
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afford the victims their voice, because many of them have never
spoken before. They never spgke in Florida. They never spoke
anywhere. They never told their mother. They never told their
father. They never told their family members. This is an
opportunity for them to be heard. We thank you for that.

Your Honor, for 43 years my firm has been the leading
women's rights private law firm in the United States.) We” have
helped thousands of victims. And I, as an officer of’/the
court, and as a believer in the system, have tried to encourage
the victims to have confidence in the syS®em that should
provide them access to justice that /should/help them to assert
and vindicate their rights in a _court wf law. It has been
increasingly difficult in thifs case for me to say to my clients
that they should have confidence in the system of justice given
what has occurred in thiswcase, People v. Jeffrey Epstein.

Having saidythat, I am encouraged by the fact that
this court, essentially, in an unprecedented situation where
the defendantwmis deceased, is still affording these victims an
opportunity tle be heard. So we thank you for that. It is some
engburagement.

Your Honor, you also asked do our clients wish to be
heard in reference to some of the issues that have been raised
this morning, including what should happen into this case.

Your Honor, there has been a suggestion that the court should
investigate the circumstances of the death of Mr. Epstein. I'm
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not going to repeat the arguments made by counsel, but I would
say that if there is jurisdiction, and I know that is a legal
issue which has been previously argued, that certainly it would
increase the confidence of my clients. Not just my clients,
but victims all over, anq some are, by the way, located in
cther parts of the world, to have the court oversee the
investigation.

We are encouraged by the sensitivity of the attorneys
for the United States Attorney's office for (the Southern
District of New York and the investigati®m, that is going on
with the separate team. However, and, of, course, the defense
is also conducting its own investigatien. But I do think the
greatest confidence would be4if ‘the court in some way would be
able to oversee an investdgation because the court is a neutral
party. And although the/court certainly has a stake in finding
out what happened,toydefiendants who are in the custody of the
federal system and who should be there to face the prosecutors
and the charges against them, but now are not because clearly
the system has failed.

Bnd the United States Attorney has admitted that, and
evennbéfore he admitted that, everybody knows the system
failed. Failed the victims, failed the court, failed everyone.

In any event, your Honor, having seen so many
thousands of victims of gender violence, sex harassment, sexual
assault, I've dealt with child sex trafficking, child
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molesters, I mean, this is a unique case because there are so
many victims and so many failures of the system. At this
point, what we would really ask for is not just words, but
words have been helpful, but deeds, and that is very important.

In addition, I would like to say, throughout this case
is the running theme of the betrayal of trust. Betrayal|of
trust by Jeffrey‘Epstein. Betrayal of trust by the, system.

And betrayal of trust to the victims who had a right to
justice. And the Crime Victims' Act should (not just be words,
it should have meaning and it should ber€nforced.

In essence, we are asking, salthough you may need to,
of course, grant this motion to _dismiss, I think because the
court has shown sensitivity #e victims and victims' needs, if
there is a way to at least keep’/the record open so that victims
who have not been abletowbe physically present in the
courtroom today and who Jhave not been able to submit to the
court any letters, victim impact, and who have not been able to
secure attonneys or speak to attorneys yet -- so, for example,
I'll s#i 1l hedring from victims who I have not been able to
meet with)/yet because they just recently are now contacting
me, —=.$0 if they could submit, at least for the record, their
Victim impact statements, that, I think, would be a very
important assistance to them. So that would be, at least they
would know that what they are sharing is on the record.

So, in summary, I would say that they are looking
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forward to the very serious investigation by the United States
Attorney of who may have conspired in this case, and that is
very hopeful, and we're hoping that everyone who may have a
role to this criminal prosecution will submit that evidence.

This is about power. This is about many victims
having lived in fear -- fear of the rich, the powerful, the
famous, fear that the system will not afford them Justice. So
fear of not coming forward. And fear, of coursg, is a weapon
that the rich, powerful, famous, and sexual [predators used to
silence the victims. But that is gone £6n,a lot of victims
because they refuse to suffer in silence:

Finally, it does take courageyto speak truth to power.
We thank this honorable courtl for giving these victims a voice.
We thank them, even after(the death of the defendant, for
showing respect for the, wictims, allowing them dignity,
allowing them a voice. )We do want truth, we do want justice,
we do want accountability, and we do want those conspirators to
face the justdice system.

Your”Honor, right now we have two of our clients who
wouwldWlike to address the court.

THE COURT: Sure.

MS. ALLRED: Then I have a couple of statements on
victims who do not wish to address the court.

As they come up, we'll give them the opportunity to
say either their name or Jane Doe.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT REPORTERS, P.C.
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By the way, thank you, your Honor, for allowing some
of these victims to be called Jane Doe. What number the court
affords to them, we'll accept whatever that is.

Thank you.

THE COURT: We're up to nine.

MS. ALLRED: Thank you.

MS. DAVIES: Hello. My name is Teala Davides): That is
T-e-a-1l-a D-a-v-i-e-s.

I was going to start this statement by saying that I
was a victim of Jeffrey Epstein. But that's not the case. I'm
still a victim of Jeffrey Epstein. /I'm still a victim because
the fear of not being heard stopped mé/from telling my story
for so many years. This lingering fear almost stopped me from
attending this monumental{movement of strength and power.

I'm still a victdim because I am fearful for my
daughters and everyome's ‘daughters. I'm fearful for their
future in this werld, where there are predators in power, a
world where \people can avoid justice if their pockets run deep
enough 4

T'm still a victim because the l17-year-old Teala was
manipulated into thinking she.had found someone who cared,
someone who wanted to help. Jeffrey knew I had nowhere to go.
He knew I was vulnerable, and he took advantage of that poor
girl, who will never be the same.

I cannot eat at the thought that Jeffrey Epstein —- I
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cannot eat at the thought of Jeffrey Epstein no# serving the
time he needed to realize the pain and suffering he caused so
many vulnerable young girls. He thought he was untouchable,
and honestly, so did I. I thought he was the most powerful
person I would ever meet.

But the end is here and here I stand becoming more
powerful than he will ever be. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

JANE DOE: Jane Doe.

Um, in 2004, when I was 15 yearS%eld, I flew on
Jeffrey Epstein's plane to Zorro Ranch, where I was sexual
molested by him for many hours. ~What W remember most vividly
was him explaining to me how<beneficial the experience was for
me and how much he was helpiang me to grow. Yikes.

I remember feeling,so small and powerless, especially
after he positioned me by laying me on his floor so that I was
confronted by all the framed bhotographs on his dresser of him
smiling with™wealthy celebrities and politicians.

After he finished with me, he told me to describe in
detdaily how good my first sexual experience felt. That was the
first.of many lies I was forced to carry for him, the weight of
which proliferated my trauma. I felt powerless not merely
because one man wanted to strip me of my innocence, but because
I was the victim of a system that just enfranchises human
beings, making them vulnerable to pedophilic exploitation.
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As unjust as what happened to me was, i believe that
experience to be a symptom of insidious and pathological
violence that extreme wealth yields, a violence which
ultimately stays hidden through channels of extreme power that
serve it.

I first identified with this feeling the night after I
was molested by Epstein, when another girl and I teok) out’ two
of his ATVs and raised them across the mesa. If crashed mine
and expressed my concern to the other girl of getting in
trouble, which she replied to me, Don'ts worry, no one gets in
trouble for anything here.

Even as a child, I undesstoody in a sad and precocious
way, what I hoped we have thel ability of changing now. Even
tﬁough Epstein is dead, theme is still justice to be brought
for the crimes we felt\powerless against concealing for him and
the system that supperted him for all these years.

Thank veu.

THE®EOURT: You're very welcome.

MS. ALLRED: Thank you.

Your Honor, may it please the court. I would like to
readwna’/ statement for Jane Doe, my client, who is present in
court, but requested that I read it.

We only have one opportunity at childhood. One
opportunity to develop. One opportunity to find direction for
our lives. Jeffrey Epstein robbed and denied me at each
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opportunity he had.

I came from a small Texas town, not fér from the New
Mexico border. My mother died when I was 11, after suffering
from cancer for many years. My father was devastated, as were
my siblings and I. My father was saddled with debt. My only
hope for college was to get a scholarship.

When I was 15, I was. a blossoming freshman, in high
school and was trying to carry on my mother's dream, /She
wanted me to master the violin. After school, I,would often go
to a mall in a nearby city. A lady appr®ached me and saw I had
a violin case with me and asked if IV wasWany good. We talked
about the violin, my family, andawhy Tyvhad clothes that looked
like hand-me-downs.

The lady told me(she works for a very rich man who had
a home close by and that /he would pay to hear me play. I was
told that if I couldyget ‘away, she could arrange for
transportation te and from his place and have me back before
anyone knew \Pmwas gone. After some hesitation, I agreed. This
decision was fthe beginning of the end of my childhood.

The man who only identified himself as J or Jeff had
asked.if I would give him a massage, and over four visits,
eventually progressed to forced oral copulation. The money he
gave me further placed my young soul into a perverse sense of
hell.

I was so utterly disgusted with myself and what he did
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to me that I stopped going to see him. I had documented the
events with a Texas rape crisis center about the man I know now
as Jeffrey Epstein.

Epstein targeted and took advantage of me, a young
girl, whose mother had recently died a horrific death and whose
family structure had deteriorated. His actions placed me, a
young girl, into a downward spiral to the point where I
purchased a gun and drove myself to an isolated! place’to end my
suffering.

A voice that could only have be€ny from my mother told
me, quote, I am not the victim, I am theWvictor, and I dare not
pull the trigger." I returned the ‘gunidays later.

Epstein is a coward«, He lived his life leaching off
the souls of inspiring, yoOung girls due to the fact that he
could never know how it feels inspired to live. Like a leach,
once Epstein had hisyfill, he would unlatch and seek out
another victim.

The™enly sense of justice I had hoped to see was
Epstein{ being”sentenced. However, Epstein died as he lived,
taking, the easy way out without any responsibility.

Your Honor, the next statement is also a statement of
a Jane Doe. May it please the court.

I was a l6-year-old virgin when Jeffrey Epstein first
raped me. I was naive and gullable. He was a pillar of
finance and a giant in the world that I was an‘insignificant
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part of. I was so impressed that this great mab would even

talk to me and impart any of his wisdom on me. I gladly jumped

at the chance to meet him again, when he told me how impressed

he was with my personal story and maturity for my age.

When I was in his presence, he made an effort to call
celebrities and influential people on speakerphone, like
Academy Award-winning actresses and super models, who) always
answered his calls. Sadly, I was impressed.

He was friends with former and future heads of states
and every other fixture in the New York-Secial scene and
beyond. He knew important people ipn’my own world that I looked
up to and revered, but he spoke aboutwhem like they were sweet
distractions far beneath his4stature. He could easily reach
down from his position and @nfluence the people directly
involved with my dailyWlife and future prosperity. I was the
perfect victim.

My whole life was extremely turbulent. But one of my
mother's greatest wishes was that all her children would
graduaté fromrrespectable universities. He promised me that he
wouldWwrite me a letter of recommendation for Harvard if I got
the'grades and scores needed for admission. His word was worth
a lot, he assured me, as he was in the midst of funding and
leading Harvard's studies on the human brain, and the president
was his friend.

The fact that all of you already know these next
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details, which I'll share, should ignite fire ihstead of induce
the complacency they did in the past, when heard repeatedly
over the years, but yes, an innocent massage turned sexual
almost immediately.

"Here, come. Come help me with a kink in my shoulder
while we finish our discussion.”" A large vibrator and al couple
of hundred dollars, disgust and dirty secret, moredpraise’ and
imparted wisdom from a godlike figure, a deliberate\diaboclical
depression of grooming and submission for his pleasure and
release. Even 1if I resisted, I was no mateh for him. I felt
powerless, ashamed, and embarrassed., I wanted to vomit
remembering these moments.

What I learned in theseldepraved sessions, staring up
at the dome ceiling in hié private massage room, tore a violent
hole through any normdl, sexual awakening. I'm haunted forever,
having learned everything there is to know about sex through a
vile criminal. Every time a new molestation would bring a new
lesson, the \pwogressive and constant unwinding. I was nothing
more than a teenage prostitute. I was his slave.

I”" had never even kissed a boy before I met him, and
never.throughout the horrific abuse did Jeffrey Epstein kiss me
even once. When he stole my virginity, he washed my entire
body compulsively in the shower and then told me, "If you're
not a virgin, I will kill you." And then I wasn't a virgin
anymore.
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He forcefully penetrated me. I was nuhb. There was
pain, but his use of the vibrator and his finge;s in previous
sessions with me had left a black hole-like void between my
legs. I protested, but he forced my face into the bed to
stifle my cries. That was my first time.

I got a few hundred dollars, as usual, as he_led me
out of his mansion with assurances that I was on the right path
guided by him. I lied to myself and tried to believe him. I
became a hollow shell. If I missed an appointment, he
threatened me and let me know who was im“eharge. "Do you know
how important my time is? I'll bury youwn,/I owe this -- I
won't say the word —-- F'ing town. "3 Heywould hang up.

I would stand there4frozen in the street, terrified
that his assistant would €all to reschedule. I made sure to
stay in line and not disebey him. I was in complete denial.
Being paid after every scheduled meeting felt routine and
disgusting. He ‘was the master of the universe and the world
bent to his \will.

He would eventually brag to his assistants about my
ability to please him sexually right in front of me, leaving me
feeling grotesque and worthless. Everything in my outside life
was falling apart. I distanced myself from friends and grew
further away from my family. I felt less human after each
ordeal. My psyche broke down completely and wouldn't let me
continue.
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One day I walked out of his residence gnd passed a
girl similar to myself. When I turned around, ghe was entering
Jeffrey's residence. He no longer even tried to séhedule his
appointments with other girls in secrecy from me. Maybe he
never did. I was too stupid to see.

My world shattered. I had been so naive. I _had an
epiphany in a calvary of desperation. I realized I was just
one of many young girls he had in rotation comel to perform for
him for money. I went into a deep depression and never lifted
completely. I wanted to inflict pain on*myself. I was
humiliated, angry, and suicidal. I Aocked/myself away from
everything. I cut myself off forever from the world I had
known.

I endured the dadlwy agony of knowing my life would
never be the same. I“eould never go back to New York City and
the wonderful life Tyhad ‘taken for granted before I met this
demon named Jeffrxey Epstein.

Thiswcreature had manipulated and outwitted the whole
system,/ including some of the most intelligent scientists,
poldtical people, prosecutors, and power players. How easy was
it te.manipulate a l6-year-old virgin who never had a boyfriend
and came from a background of hardship with no parental
guidance or support.

I went to therapy and was given antidepressants for
severe anxiety and depression. My only solace, years later,
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was my desire to succeed on my own terms. I eﬁersed myself
into my studies and was accepted to every colleée I applied to,
graduating from a top university. To this day, there is still
an ache in my being that I did not apply to Harvard in fear of
his influence there.

They say you never forget your first. I'm in a
never—-ending nightmare trying to do just that. I'm forever
suffering because everything reminds me of that/ horror. This
new wave of worldwide publicity only worsens my despair.

It was only many years later tha@t, I was finally
intimate with a man again, and those moments were marred by my
actions as a child with Jeffrey Epstein’. Even now is
impossible to separate his treachery from any care of a good
man.

For one briefimement there was elation when he was
recently arrested. ¢ would finally get my chance to see him
again face to fage and show him what I had become, that I had
succeeded on"my own, that I was worth something in sbite of his
abuse, 4and that I had surmounted the monumental obstacles he
laid™before me throughout my entire life since falling prey to
him:

I had hoped humanity would prevail, but it seems to me
that he outsmarted everyone so far, and his ghost is still
laughing at us. I appeal to all of those just and true that
his evil legacy and his death not stand in the way of
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resolution and justice for all of his underagedivictims.

Thank you, your Honor. i
And then just one last one, and this ié much shorter.
Statement of Jane Doe, also my client.

I was a model in another country when I came to the

United States. I was told by a booker that I needed o meet

with a man named Jeffrey Epstein, who was the owner, of

Victoria's Secret. The booker told me that Mr.[Epstein could

help me get into Victoria Secret's world.

It was my childhood dream to be"@Victoria's Secret
model. So I went one day in the afternoon/and I met

Mr. Epstein in his office in ﬁis mansien in New York. A woman

igtroduced herself and suggestedito me that I should be

extremely nice to Mr. Epstein, because if he liked me, he would
probably have photogrdphess,shooting photos of me right away.
The told,mento )Jgo upstairs and directed me to Jeffrey

Epstein's offices Mr. Epstein had a white robe on and we

chatted veryi"briefly. I had my portfolio of photos, but he

didn't 4#&ven look at it. Suddenly, he took his robe off and got
closeWto me. I got up to leave, but the door was locked.
I didn't know what was going on. It was my first

official meeting to be cast in the United States. I was a

young girl and confused. He got very close to me, and I had a

skirt on. He started to touch my genitals. I refused him.

Then he went to the massage table and showed me the vibrator.
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I took it and threw it at him.

At that point, I ran to the door again:and figured out
how to get out of there. A girl outside asked me where I was
going and she said to be careful. She said that Mr. Epstein
knew a lot of powerful people, including Bill Clintcon, and that
if I didn't do what Mr. Epstein wanted, I would not be able to
have any job in the industry.‘

I was so scared. I couldn't wait to get out/of there,
and I left. I took the train home. I had spent,all of my
savings getting Victoria's Secret lingerie,to prepare for what
I thought would be my audition. But/instead, it seemed like a
casting call for prostitution. I feltylike I was in hell.

Thank you, your Honek.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank,you, Ms. Allred.

Was there amybody else, any victim's counsel or any of
the other victims who have not been heard and wish to be heard?

Wellw, OK then. All I have to say, really, is thank
you, all of yeou, for your participation in today's remarkable
hearing. 71 think everybody has benefited greatly from your
input,”and especially from the testimony of victims here today
and who have had the courage to come forward.

We have also benefited throughout these proceedings,
however brief altogether, from the attorneys' legal advocacy
and their written and oral submissions. I'm grateful to them
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as well, both for the government and the defense and those

representing the victims.

Finally, we're also grateful to the press for their

86

very diligent coverage of seemingly every detail of this case.

That concludes our work for today and we stand
adjourned.
Thanks.

(Adjourned)
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The Man Who Had Everything: Jeffrey Epstein craved big
homes, elite friends and underage girls

By Andrew Marra
Posted Jul 17, 2019:at 6:02 AM

From the archives: When Palm Beach detectives started ‘asking

questions and teenage girls started talking, a wave ofilegal resistance
followed.

Editor’s Note: This article appeared in The Palm Beach Post on August 14, 2006, three weeks after
Jeffrey Epstein’s arrest:iri Palm Beach County on a charge of felonty solicitation of prostitution.

hidden cameras trolle,d; two rooms, wh;ll_eathgs glrl‘s came -and went.

For the-police detectives who sifted thfough the garbage outside-and kept records of visitors, it

was the lair of a troubling target.

Epstein, one of the most mysterious of the country’s mega-rich, was known as. much for his
secrecy as for his love of fine things: magnificent homes, private jets, beautiful women,

friendships with.the world’s elite.

Butat Palm Beach pelice ieadquarters, he was becoming known for something else: the
regular arrival of teenage girls he hired to give him massages and, police say, perform sexual

favors,

Epstein was different from most sexual abuse suspects; he was far more powerful. He counted
among his friends former President Bill Clinton, Donald Trump and Prince Andrew, along
with some of the most prominent legal, scientific and business minds in the country.

When detectives started asking questions and teenage girls started talking, a wave of legal

tesistance followed.
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>> NEW: Jeffrey Epstein: Lawyer said financier had sex with WOnian during work-

If Palm Beach police didn’t know quite who Jeffrey Epstein was, they found out soon enough.

Epstein, now: 53, was a quintessential man of mystery. He amassed his fortune and friends

quietly; always in the background as he navigated New York high society:

When he first attracted notice in the early 1990s, it-was on account-of the woman‘he.was

dating: Ghislaine Maxwell, daughter of the late British media tycoon Robert Maxwell.

In a lengthy article, headlined “The Mystery of Ghislaine Maxwell’s Secret Love,” the British
Mail oni Sunday tabloid laid out speculative stories that the socialite’s beau was a CIA spook, a

‘math teacher, a concert pianist or'a corporate headhunter,

“But what is the truth about him?” the newspaper wondered, “Like’Maxwell, Epstein is both

flamboyant and intensely private.”

The media frenzy did not begin in full until a décadellater. In September 2002, Epstein was
flung into the limelight when he flew Clinton:and actors Kevin Spacey and Chris Tucker to
Africa on his private jet.

i

Suddenly everyone wanted fo kndw whe Epstein was. New York magazine and Vanity Fair

published lengthy'profiles. The New York Post listed him as one of the ¢ity's most-eligible

bachelors and began describing'hifn in.its gossip.columns with adjectives such as “mysterious”

and “reclusive.”

Although Epstéin'gave po;interviews, the broad strokes of his past started to come into focus.
Building alife of extravagance

He was'born blue-collar'in 1953, the son of a New York City parks department employee, and

raised in Brooklyn’s Coney Island neighborhood. He left college without a bachelor’s degree

but'becarme a math teacher at the prestigious: Dalton School in Manhattan.

The story goes that the father of orie of Epstein’s studeiits was so-impressed with the man that
he puthim.in touch with a senior partner at.Bear Stearns, the global investment bank and

securities firm.
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In 1976, Epstein.left Dalton for a job at Bear Stearns. By the early. _1:9805',‘1:1e had started J.

Epstein and Co. That is when he began making his millions in earnest.

Little-is known or said about Epstein’s business except this: He manages money for the

extremely wealthy. Heis sdid to handleaccotints only of §1 billion or greater.

It has.been estimated he has-roughly 15 clients, but their identities are the subject of only
speculation. All except for one: Leslie Wexner, founder of The Limited retail chain arid-a

former Palm Beacher who'is said to have been a mentor to Epstein.

Wexner sold Epsteiii.one of his most lavish residences: a massive townhous€ that'domiiriates
block-on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. It is reported to have, among itsfiner features, closed-
circuit television and:a heated sidewalk to melt away fallen snow.

That townhouse, thought te be the largest private residence-in Manhattan, is only a piece of
the extravagant world Epstéin built over time.

In New Mexico, he constructed a.27,000-square-feot hilltop mansion on.a 10,000-acre ranch

outside Santa Fe. Many believed it to be:the largest home in the'state:

In Palm Beach, he bought a waterfront heme onVEl Brillo Way. And he owns a 100-acre

‘private island.in the Virgin [slands,

>>PHOTOS: The players in/the Jeffrey Epstein saga

Perhaps as remarkable 2s+his lavish homes is his extensive network of friends and associates at
the highest echelons of power. This includes not only socialites but also business tycoons,
media moguls,politicians; royalty and Nobel Prize-winning scientists whose research he often

funds.

“Justlike-other people collect:art, he collects scientists,” said Martin Nowak, who directs the
Programjfor Evolutionary Dynamics at Harvard University and was reportedly the recipient. of

2$30 million research donation from. Epstein.

Epstein is said to have befriended former Harvard President Larry Summers, prominent law
‘Professor Alan Dershowitz, Donald Trump and New York Daily News Publisher Mort

Zuckerman.
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And yet he managed for decades to maintain a low profile. He.avoids eating-out and was rarely

“The odd-thing is I never met him,” séiid Dominick Dunne, the famous chronicler of the trials

and tribulations of the'very rich. “I wasn't even aware of him,” except for, a Vanity Fair article..
Epstein’s friendship‘with Clinton has attracted the most attention.

Epstein met Clinton as early as 1995, when_ he paid tens of thousands of dollars to jointhim at
an-intimate fund-raising dinrier in Palm Beach. But from all appearances, they didnot become

close friends until after Clinton left the Oval Office and moved to New York:

Epstein has donated more than $100;000 to Democratic-candidates’ cAmpaighs, including John
Kerry’s presidential bid; the reeléction campaign of New Mexico Gov. Bill'Richardson and the
Senate bids 6f Joe Liebetman, Hilliry Rodham Clifiton, Chiristopher Dodd and ‘Charles

‘Schumer,
Powerful friends and enemies

A Vamty Fair’ proﬁle found cracks in the veneer .of Epstein’s life story. The 2003 article said he

left Bear Stearns irt the wake of afederalprobe and a possible Securities and Exchange
Commission violation. It also pointed.out that Citibank once sued him for.defaulting on a $20

million loan.

The article suggested that-one of-his business mentors and previous employers was Steven
Hoffenbetg, now serving @prison term after “bilking investors out of more than $450 million

in one of the largest Ponzi.schemes in American history.”

As he amasSed his wealth, Epstein made enemies in disputes both large and small. He sued the
man Who.in¥1990 sold him his'multimillion-dollar Palin. Beach home over a dispute-about less
than $16,000 in furnishings.

A former friend claimed Epstein backed out of a promise to reimburse him hundreds of

thousands of dollars after their failed investment in Texas oil wells. A judge decided Epstein

owed him nothing.

>> Jeffrey Epstein: Model prisoner who:swept, mopped floors, official says
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“It's a bad memory. I would rather not have ever met Jeffrey Epstein,” said Michael Stroll, the
retired former president of Williams Electronics and Sega Corp. “Suffice; it to sayThave
nothing good to say about him.”

Among the characteristics most attributed to Epstein is a: penichant for women.

He has been linked to Maxwell, a fixture on the high-society party circuits in both New York
and London. Previous girlfriends are said to include a former Ms.'Sweden and a Roménian

model.

that he likes beautiful women as much as 1 do, and many of them are on-the younger side. No.

doubt about it, Jeffréy enjoys his social life.”
Investigation leads to Epstein
Although he was not a frequenter of the Palm Beach sécial'scerte, he made his presence felt.

Among his charitable donations; he gave $90,0000 the Palm Beach Police Department and
$100,000 to Ballet Florida.

In Palm Beach, he lived in luxury. Threeblack:Mercedes sat in his garage; alongside a green
Harley-Davidson, His jet waited at.a"hangar at Palm Beach International Airport. Athome,.a
private chef and a small staff stoed af the ready. From a window: in his mansion, he could look
out on the Intracoastal Waterway and the West Palm.Beach skyline. He seemed to be a man
who had éverything.

But extraordinary wealthjean fuel extraordinary desires.

>> Epstein wants to leave jail for mansion in sex-trafficking case

In Miareh2005, a worried mother contacted Palm Beach police. She said another parent had

overheard a conversation between their children.

Now-the mother was:afraid her 14-year-old daughter had been molested by a man-on the

island.

The phone call triggered an extensive investigation, one that would lead detectives to Epstein

but leave them frustratéd.
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Palm Beach police and the state attorney’s-office-have declined to discuss the case.. But a Palm
! .
Beach police report detailing the criminal probe.offers a window into what detectives faced as

theysought to close in on Epstein.

Detectives interviewed the gitl, who told them a friend had invited her to:a rich- man’s house to
perform a massage.-She said the friend told her to say she was 18 if asked. At the house, she
said she was paid $300 after stripping to hei-pantiesand ‘massaging the: man while he

masturbated.
Police interview 5 alleged victims

The investigation began. in full after the girl identified Epstein in a photo as;the’'man who had
pdid Ker. Police arranged for gatbage trucks to sét aside Epstein’s trash so: police.could sift
through it. They set up a video camera tQ record the comings afid'goings at his home. They

monitored an airport-hangar for signs of his private jet’s arrivals-and.departures.

They quickly learned that the woman who took thie14-yearsold girl to Epstein’s house was
Haley Robson, a Palm Beach Community Collége stirdent from Loxahatcliee. In'a sworn
statement at police headquarters, Robson, thén 18admitted she had taken at least:six girls to

visit Epstein, all between the ages of 14 and 16.'Epstein paid her for each visit, she said.
During the drive back to her housé, Rabson told detectives, “I'm like a Heidi Fleiss.”

Police interviewed five alleged victims and 17 witnesses. Their report: shows some of the girls
said they had been instructed to-haye sex with another woman in front of Epstein, and one said

she had direct intercourse’with him.

In October, police Searched the Palin Beach mansion. They discovered photos of naked, young-
looking femalés, just as several of thé girls had described in interviews. Hidden cameras were
found.in the garage area and inside a clock on Epstein’s desk, alongside a girl's high school

transcript.

Two of Epstein’s former emmployees told investigators that young-looking girls showed up to

perform massages two or three times a day when Epstein was in‘town.

They said the girls were permitted many:indulgences. A chef cooked for them. Workers gave

them rides and handed out hundreds of dollars at:a time.
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One employee told detectives he was told to send a dozen roses to one te‘efnag'e. girl after a high
school drama perforinarice. Othérs weré given rentdl cars. One, according to police, received a
$200 Christmas. bonus. '

The cops moved to cement their case. But as they tried to tighten the noose, they encountered
other forces.at work.

In Orlando they interviewed a possible victim who told them nothing inappropriate Had
happened between her and Epstein. They asked her whether she had spoken to anfyone,else.

She said yes, a private investigator had asked her the same questions:

>> Jeffrey Epstein: Acosta, Krischer trade barbs over sweetheartdeal

When they subpoenaed one of Epstein’s former employees, he told themrthe same thing: He
and a private eye had met at a restaurant days earlier to go over what the man would tell

investigators.

Detectives received complaints that private eyes were)posing as police officers. When they told
Epstein’s local attorney, Guy Fronstin, he said:theiinvestigators worked for Roy Black, the
high-powered Miami lawyer who has defefided the likes of Rush Limbaugh:and Willjam
Kennedy Smith.

While the private eyes were conducting a parallel investigation, Dershowitz, the Harvard law
professor, traveled to West.Palm Beach with information about the girls. From their own
profiles on the popular Web site MySpace.com, he obtained copies of their discussions about

their use of alcohol arid madrijtana.

He took his researchto a meeting with prosecutors.in early 2006, where he sought:to cast

doubt on'theteens’ reliability.

The privaté eyes had dug up enough dirt on the girls to make prosecutors skeptical. Not only
did some’of the -girl's ‘have issues with drugs or alcohol but dlso somie had criminal records and
other troubles, Epstein’s legal team claimed. And at least one of them, they said, lied when she

told police she was younger than 18 when she started performing massages for Epstein.

After the meeting, prosecutors-postponed their decision to take the case to a grand jury.
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In.the following weeks, police received complaints that two-of the victims or their families had.
been harassed or threatened. Epstein’s legal team maintains that its private investigators did

nothing illegal or unethical during their research.

By then, relations between police and prosecutors were fraying. At a key meeting with
prosecutors and the defense, Detective Joseph Recarey, the lead investigator, was a no-show,
according to Epstein’s attorney.

“The embarrassment onthe. prosecutor’s face was évident when the police officer never

showed up for the:meeting,” attorney Jack Goldberger said.

Later in April, Recarey'walked into a prosecutor’s office at the state attorney’s-office and
learned the case was taking ari unexpected turn.

The prosecutor, Lanna Belohlavek, told. Recarey the stite attorney’s office had offered Epstein
a plea deal that would not require him to serve jail time.r receive“a felony conviction.
Recarey told her he disapproved of the plea offer.

The deal never came to pass, however.

Futire anclear after charge

On May 1, the department.askKed prosecutors to approve warrants to arrest Epstein on four
counts of unlawful sexual activity with a minor and to charge his personal assistant, Sarah
Kellen, now 27, for herfalleged role in arranging the visits. Police officials also wanted to

charge Robson, the self<described Heidi Fleiss, with lewd and lascivious acts.

By-then, the'départment was frustrated with the way-the state attornéy’s office had handled the
case. Orthe same day the warrants were requested, Palm Beach Police Chief-Michael Reiter
wroté#letter to State Attorney Barry Krischer suggesting he disqualify himself from the case if

he-would'not act,

Two weeks later, Recarey was told that prosecutors had decided once again to take the case to

the grand jury.

CA/Aronberg-001014
FILED: PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL, JOSEPH ABRUZZO, CLERK. 3/28/2023 2:27:00 PM

e tmmn amenrmus am e e m @ amae An o s me miee e e e mmmrare et e e a8 A e e s ety e NS e e Thw ahAme 2 e [



° °

It is not:known how many of the girls testified before the grand jury. B’ut;E,p'ste'in's defense
team said one girl'who was subpoenaed - the one who said she had sexual intercourse with
Epstéin - never showed up. !

The grand jury’s indictment was handed down in July. It was not the one the police

department had wanted.

Instead of being slapped with a charge of unlawful sexual activity with a minor; Epsteéin was
charged with one count of felony solicitation of prostitution, which carries a maxinitim penalty-
of five years in prison. He was booked into the Palm Beach County Jail early July 23 and

released hours later:

Epstein’s legal team “doesii’t dispute that lie had girls over for massages,” Goldberger said. But
he:said their claims that they had sexual encounters with him lackicredibility.

“They are incapable of being believed,” he said. “They had criminal records. They had
accusations of theft- made against them by their employers. There was evidence of drug use by
some of them.”

What remains for Epstein is yet:to be seen

The Palm Beach Police' Departmentthas‘asked the FBI to investigate the case. It also has

returned the $90,000 Epstein donated.in 2004

In New York, candidates for goverhor and state attorney general have vowed:to return 4 total
of at Jeast $60,000:in campaign contributions from Epstein. Meanwhile, Epstein’s powerful
friends have remained silent as tabloids and Internet blogs feast on the public details of the
police investigation.

Goldbergermaintairns Epstein’s innocerice but says the legal team has not ruled out a future

plea deal. He insists Epstein will emerge in the end with his reputation untarnished.
“He will recover from this,” he said.

Staffwriter Larry Keller and staff researchers Bridget Bulger; Angelica Cortez,iAmy Hanaway and

Melarie Mena contributed to this story.

amarra@pbpost.com
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273 /278 - Tuesday, November 16, 2004

Edition: FINAL

Section: A SECTION

Page: 1A

Source: By PAUL OWERS Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
Hlustration: PHOTO (€ & 2 B&W). & MAP (B&W)
Memo: Ran all editions.,

Dateline: WEST PALM BEACH

TRUMP SNAGS GOSMAN ESTATE FOR $41 MILLION

When it came time to bid Monday for thé palatial Palm Beach digs of Abe Gosman, The
Donald was not about to be trumped.

"Nobody was going to outbid me," the brash developer-turned-TV-personality said from his
New York office. '

Trump bested two other bidders with a'$41.35 million offerfor the 43,000-squaré-foot,
seven-bedroom estate on 6 oceanfront acres along the stofied "Raider's Row."

But Trump, 58, proud possessor of Mar- a-Lago has no plans to’live in the Gosman home -at
The star of the mega—hrt The Apprentlce said he intends to redevelop the site- mto a"'super
Tuxury house" that would be the "finest anywhexe in: the United States." He might build
another house before flipping the entire package.

“I've known about this house for quite some time,"” Trump said. "It's probably the best piece
of land-in Flerida - and probably the.€ountry - fof luxury teal estate."

Although Trump said he could subdivide the property into nine lots, Palm Beach Mayor-
Lesly Smith sdid zonirig régulations allow for only two héuses --and maybe a third. Smith
said she's not worried about/Trump's plans.

"He's been a very good property owner ini the town of Palni Beach," she said. "He does his
projects very well. He's a-perfectionist.”

Moriday's auction took place at U.S. Bankruptcy Court.in West Palm Beach as part of
Gosman's Chapter 7 bafikruptcy case. Proceeds from the sale:will go into escrow for eventual
distribution to'efeditors:

The auctionbegamat exactly noon after Judge Steven Friedman dismissed an‘objection from
an altorney representing .money mdnager Jeffrey Epstein. The lawyer argued unsuccessfully
that Trump.was not a qualified bidder because his contract stipulated that he would.not close
or‘thessale unless title insurance was in place beforehand.

With Trump listening via conférence call, Epstein began the bidding at. $37.25 million -
$250,000 highier than Trump's initial offer.

Mark Pulte, son of the founder of home-building giant Pulte Homes, passed when his turn
carne, letting lawyers for Trump:and Esptein bid against each other untilithe price hit $38.85
million.

Pulte then bid $39.1 millien, briefly raising the ire of Trump, - who believed that Pulte had
given up his right to bid by passing the: first time.
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But Friedman allowed the offer tostand, and Pulte and Trump went backiand forth until
Puite dropped out at $41.1 million. Epstein, a part-time Palm Beach resident, bowed out at
$38.6 million. '

Friedman closed the bidding 10 minutes after it started, leaving Trump with the right to buy
the 29,000-square-foot home (a typical Palm Beach County single-family house is-about
2,200 square feet). The property also has a tennis house; a pool house and 1930s-era service
quatters.

The closing, could take place within a week but probably won't happen until next month.
Trustee Joe Luzinski and creditors said they were pleased with the outcome.

"We knew we were dealing with some substantial people . ... who were going to bid'itup a
bit," Luzinski said. )

"The system worked," said Charles Tatelbaum; a lawyer for creditor JPMorgan Chase Bank.
"In bankruptcy court, the idea is to get the:most for creditors, and that's: what happened."
‘The :auctiof proved to be & bonanza for-creditors, Luzinski said, noting thatthe’highest offer
former listing agent Sotheby's International Realty received was $32million. Sotheby's won't
receive a commission, he said.

Pulte, 42, of Boca Raton, said he figured Trump wouldn't back down Monday.

" got the feeling he:was willing to go a lot higher, and I didn'twant to chase it," Pulte said.
Pulte said -Gosman asked him before the auction whethénhe would be willing to let him stay
in the mansion after the closing until he decides whetreihie warits to move. Trunip. and
Luzinski said they have had no such discussions with. Gosman. ‘

Gosman; 75, had the house.built after paying $12.1"'million for'the land in 1986.

The former health-care magnate declined inferview requests before and after the auction
Morniday. He was at'the courthouse but left before the auction took place.

The $41.35 million price:tag eclipsesthe$30.35 million sale of Lowell "Bud" Paxson's Palm
Beach home arid guest house but falls short'6f the $45 million that Virginia home builder
Dwight Schar paid for Ron Perelmant's 26,000-square-foot estate, Casa Apava, a designated
landmark.. :

Schar also paid $18.6 million for alakefront ot across the street:from the main house, for a
total of $63.6 million. Insiders say Schar spent a total of $70 million for'his.new property,
making it the priciest résidential sale in U.S. histery.

Gosmarn once had a fort{ine that Forbes'magazine estimated at $480 million. He voluntarily
filed for Chaptér. 11 bankruptcy protection in 2001, listing assets of $250 million and.
liabilities 0£$23376 million.

‘When a jidge ruled that Gosman had to give up all of his exempt assets to creditors if he
wanted\foreorganize under Chapter 11, Gosman converted the:case to Chapter 7 liquidation.
Lastwyear,U.S. Bankruptey J udge.Larry Lessen tuled that Abe and Lin Gosman's marriage is
invalid. because Florida. law does not tecognize -a Dominican Republic divorce that Lin
Gosman tried to obtain from-another man, Michael Castre.

The judge's décision was.a huge.victory for creditors because it prevents:Abe Gosman from
protecting assets by claiming joint-ownership with his wife. Gosman's assets, which include
an.extensive collection of artwork, could total as.much-as $70 million and will be sold later.
Without Lessen's ruling, Luzinski would have had a:much harder time selling Gosman's
estate, said David Cimo, special counsel for the trustee.

"We would have been thwarted . . . or at least substantially impaired," Cimo said.
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The trustee alleged during .a weeklong trial in May that Gosman fraudulently gave his wife
an ownership interest in-his home and other. belongings only. to avoid losing them in
bankruptcy. Gosman has denied any wrongdoing, saying he made the property transfers in
1999, well before he filed for bankruptcy.

Lessen is expected to rule in the next. two months whether Gosman made improper transfers,
a decision that will affect how much money will be available to creditors,

Cimo acknowledged that Monday wasn't the best of days for the Gosmans but said they were
willing to move forward, in part because the upkeep of the estate now exceeds their means.
"This is not a happy-occasion for them, but at least we're moving to the:next level,” Cimo
said. "That's nota house you want to live in unless you're. making large. amounts -of'money
like Donald Trump."

paul_owers@pbpost.coth
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Indictment: Billionaire Solicited 3 Times

Posted Ju! 1,2008.at 12:01 AM

Updated Oct 2, 2019.2t:2:30 PM

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This story originally published in The Palm Beadh Post on:July 25,
2006)

Billionaire money manager and Palm Beach part-time resident Jeffrey:Epstein.
solicited or procured prostitutes three or more times between Aug, 1 and Oct. 31
of last year, according to an indictment charging him with felony solicitation of

prostitution:

Epstein, 53, was booked.at the Palm Beach County jail atl:45 a:m. Sunday. He
was released on $3,000 bond.

Epstein’s case i$ unusual in that suspectéd prostitution johns are usually charged
with a misdemeanor, and even a felony charge is typically made in a criminal
information - an alternative to aftindictmient charging a person with the

commission of a crime.
His attorney, Jack Goldberger,declined to discuss the charge.
State attorney's'office spokesman Mike Edmondson also had little to say..

“Generally speakirig, there is a case that has a number of different aspects to it,”
Edmeondson'said of a prostitution-related charge being submitted to a grand jury.

“We first became aware of the case months ago by Palm Beach police.”

Prosecutors and police worked together to bring the case to the grand jury, he

said.

https:/Awww.paimbeachpost.com/news/20080701 /indictment:billionaire-solicited-3:times
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Palm Beach police:confirmed that and.said the department will release a report

today regarding its investigation.

Epstein has owned a five-bedroom, 7 1/2-bath,7,234-square-foot home With a
pool and a boat dock on the Intracoastal Waterway since 1990, according to
property records. A man answering the door there Monday sdid that Epstein
wasn't home. A. Cadillac Escalade registered to him was parkediinsthe driveway,

which is flanked by two massive gargoyles.

Epstein sued Property Appraiser Gary Nikolitsdn 2001, contending that the
assessment of his home exceeded its fair market value. He dismissed his lawsuit
in December2002.

A profile of Epstein in Vanity Faifgnagazine said he owns what are believed to
be the largest private homesin ManHattan - 51,000 square feet - and in New
Mexico - a 7,500-acre ranchyThose are in addition to his 70-acre island‘in the

U.S. Virgin Islands and fleet.of aircraft.

Epstein’s friendstand admirers, according to the magazine; include prominent
businessmen, academics and scientists and famed Harvard law professor Alan

Dershowitz:

larry. keller@pbpost.com

https:[lwww.pa|mbeachpost.conﬂnew5120080701[indic'tment—bilIionaire-soji__cited-3-times i 2/2.
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After long probe, billionaire faces s.o]jiic'i%tza:t'ijozn
charge

Posted Jul 27,2006 at 12:01 AM
Updated Oct'3, 2019 at 3:11 PM
(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally published in The Palm Beach Poston July 26,

2006)

Palm Beach billionaire Jeffrey Epstein paid to have underage gifls and.young
women brought to his home, where he received massages andsometimes sex,

according to an investigation by the Palm Beach Police’Department.

Palm Beach police spent months sifting through Epsteins’trash and watching his
watetfront home and Palm Beach International Airpoft to Keep tabs-on his
private jet. An'indictment charging Epstein, §3, was unsealed Monday, charging

him with one count of felony solicitation of‘prostitution.

Palm Beach police thought thefe was probable cause to charge Epstein with

unlawful sex acts with a minopandlewd and lascivious. molestation.

Police Chief Michael Reiter was so angry with State Attorney Barry Krischer’s
handling of the case that he wrote a memo suggesting the county’s top
prosecutor disqualify himself.

“I myst.urge'you to examine the unusual course that your office’s handling of this
matter has taken and consider if good-and sufficient reason exists to require your
disqualification from the prosecution of these cases,” Reiter wrote in a May 1
‘memo.to Krischer:

While not commenting specifically on the Epstein case, Mike Edmondson,
spokesman for the state attorney, said his office presents cases-other than
murders to a grand jury when there are questions about witnesses’ credibility and

their ability to testify,

hitps:/ivww. palmbeachpost.com/news/20060727/after-long-probe-billionaire-faces-solicitation:charge l 1/5
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By the nature of their jobs; police officers look at evidence from a{’l‘ one=sided
perspective,” Edmondson said. “A prosecutor hasto look at it in amuch broader
fashion,” weighing the veracity of witnesses:and how they may farle under
defense attorneys’ questioning, he said, |

Epstein’s attorney, Jack Goldberger, said his client committed no crimes:

“The reports and statements in question refer to false accusations that were not
charged because the Palm Beach County state attorney questioned:the credibility
of the witnesses,” Goldberger said. A-¢county grand jury “found the: allegations
wholly unsubstantiated and not credible,” and that's why his client;was'not

charged with sexual activity with-minors, he said.

Goldberger said Epstein passed a lie-detector test administered,by a reputable
polygraph examiner in which he said he did not know thewgirls were minors.
Also, a search warrant sefved on Epstein’s home found'no eyidence to

corroborate the girls”allegations, Goldberger said.
According to police documents:

- A Palin Beach Commimity Collegé student'said she gave Epstein a massage in
the nude; then brought him sixgirls, ages 14 to 16, for massage and sex-tinged

sessions.at his home.

- A 27-year-old-woman whoworked as Epstein’s personal assistant also
facilitated the liaisons, phiefiing the PBCC student to arrange for girls when
Epstein was coming'to-town. And she escorted the girls upstairs when they

arrived, patting fresh sheets on a‘massage table and placing massage oils nearby.

- Pglice took sworn statemeiits from five alleged victims and 17 witiiesses. They

contend-that on three occasions, Epstein had sex with the girls.

Armoney manager for the ultra-rich, Epstein was named one of New York’s most
eligible bachelors in 2003 by The New York Post. He reportedly-hobnobs with.
the likes of former President Clinton, former Harvard University President
Lawrence.Summers and Donald Trump, and has lavish hemes in ]}V[’anhattan,

New Mexico and the Virgin Islands.

hitps:/mww.palmbeachpost.cominews/20060727/after-long-probe-billionaire-faces-solicitation:charge 3/s
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He has contributed tens of thousands of dollars to Democratic Party candidates
and ‘organizations, including Sen. John Kerry’s presidential bid, and the Senate
campaigns of Joe Lieberman, Hillary Clinton, Christopher D’odd,arfidfCharles

Schumer.

Goldberger is one of five attorneys Epstein has retained since he became the
subject of an-investigation, Edmondson saidJAmong the:others: Alan.
Dershowitz, the well-known Harvard lawprofessor and author, who is a friend

of Epstein. Dershowitz couldnotBe Téached for'comment:

Police said the woman/who.enlisted young girls for Epstein was Haley Robson,
20, of Royal Palm BeachuRobson has worked at an Olive Garden restaurant in
Wellington and said,she was ajournalism major at Palm Beach Community
College when she was questioned by police last October. She has.an unlisted

phone fumber and could not be reached for comment.

Robsen said she met Epstein when, at-age 17, a friend asked her if she would like
to'make money giving him a massage. She said she wasdriven to his five-
bedroom; 7 1/2-bath home on the Intracoastal Waterway; thefi ‘escorted upstairs
to a bedrooni with a massage. table and oils. Epstein.and Robson were both naked
during the massage; she said, but when he grabbed her buttocks, she said she
didn’t want to be touched.

ht'tpsz/ANww.palmbeach;ﬁost.con-i/neWs/20’060727/a’ﬂer-lbng-probe-'biIliona'i’re-,faces-'soiicilation-charge 3/5
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Epstein said he'd pay her to bring him more girls - the younger the better;
Robson told police; When she tried once to bring a 23-year-old w;(:)man to him,

Epstein said she was too old, Robson said. i

girls to Epstein who were paid $200.each time, Robson said. “I'm like a Heidi
Fleiss,” police quoted her as saying. The girls knew what to expect'when they
were taken to Epstein’s home, Robson said. Give:a massage - maybe naked - and

allow some touching.

One 14-year-old girl Robson took to meet:Epstein led police to start:the
investigation of him in March 2005. A relative of the girl called to say she
thought the child had recently engaged in sex with'a Palm Beach‘man. The girl
then got into 4 fight withra classmate who accused her of being,a prostitute, and
she couldn’t explain why she had $300 in her purse.

The girl gave police this account.of her meeting With ‘Epstei:

She accompanied Robson and a second girl'to Epstein’s house on' a Sunday in.
February 2005, Once there, a- woman she thought was Epstein’s assistant told the
girl to follow her upstairs to a room featuring-a mural.of'a naked woman, several

photographs of naked women-6m a'shelf, a hot pink and green sofa and a massage
table.

She stripped to her braiand panties:and gave him a‘massage.

Epstein gave the \14%ygar-old $300-arid she and the other girls left, she said. She
said Robs¢n told her that Epstein paid her $200:that day.

OtHer girls told similar stories. In most accounts, Epstein’s personal assistant at

the time; Sarah Kellen, now 27, escorted the girls to-Epstein’s bedroom.

Kellen, whose most recent known address is in North Carolina, has not been

charged inthe case:

Palm Beach police often conducted surveillance of Epstein’s iome, and at Palm
Beach International Airport to see if his private jet was there, so they would

know when he was in town. Police also arranged repeatedly to receive his trash

‘hitps:/iwww.palmbeachpost.com/news/20060727/afte r-Iong-_probe-billionaire—faces-§olicitation-c;h,a_ rge ; 4/5
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from Palm Beach sanitation workers, collecting papers with names-and phone

numbers,sex toys and female hygiene products.

One note stated that a female could not come over at 7 p.m. because of soccer.
Another said a girl had to work Sunday - “Monday after school?” And still
another note-contained the work hours of a girl, saying she leaves school at 11:30

a.m. and would come over the next day at 10:30 a.m.

Only three months:before the police department: probe began; Epstein donated
£90,000 to the department for the purchase of'a firearms simulator, said Jane
Struder, town finance:director. The purchase was never made.. The money was

returned to Epstein on Moenday, she said.

hitps:/iwww.palmbeachpost.com/mews/20060727/after-long-probe:-billionaire-faces-solicitation-charge '5/5
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Police say lawyer tried to discredit teenage
girls

Posted Jul'29,:2006.at 12:01-AM
Updated Oct 3, 2019 at 2:00 PM

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally was published in. The-Palm: Beach: Post on July
29, 2006)

Famed Harvard lawprofessor Alan Dershowitz et with the Palm Beach County
State Attorney’s Office and provided damaging information abeut teenage girls
who say they gave his client, Palm Beach billionaire Jeffrey Epstein, sexually

charged massages, according to police reports..

The reports also state that another Epstein attorney agreedto a plea bargain that.
would have allowed Epstein to have no criminal record. His current attorney

denies this happened.
And the documents also revealthat the father ofat least one girl complained that
privaté investigators aggrissively:followed his car, phiotographed his home and

chased off visitors.

Police also talked to somebody who said she was offered money if she refused to

cooperate with-the’Palm. Beach Police Department probe of Epstein.

The state attorney’s office said it presented the Epstein case to a county grand

jury.this morth rather than directly charging Epstein because of concérns about

the'girls” credibility. The grand jury indicted Epstein,.53, on a single count of
felony solicitation of prostitution, which carries a:maximum penalty of five years

in prison.

Police believed there was probable cause to charge Epstein with the more serious
crimes of unlawful sex acts with a minor and lewd and lascivious molestation.
Police Chief Michael Reiter was so angry that he wrote State Attorney Barry

Krischer a memo in May suggesting he disqualify himself from the case.

hitps:/iww. palmbeachdailynews.com/article/20060729/NEWS/180917573:

| CA/Aronberg-001027
FILED: PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL, JOSEPH ABRUZZO, CLERK. 3/28/2023 2:27:00 PM

14,

ot e et v

AT s B e



11/11/2019 P.olic'e!y. lawyer tried to discreditteenage.girls. = News - Palm Béach!any- News - Palm Beach, FL.

The case originally was going to be presented to the grand jury in iTebruary, but
was postponed after Dershowitz produced information “gleaned.fr‘c;)m the Web:
site myspace.com showing some of the alleged victims commenting-on alcohol
and marijuana use, according to the police report prepared by Detective Joseph

Recarey.

Haley Robson, a 20-year-old Royal Palm Beach woman who told police she
recruited girls for Epstein,; also is profiled on myspace.com. Her page includes
photos of her-and her friends, including one using the name “Pimpin” Made EZ.”

Robson, who was not:charged in'the case, is a potential prosecution witpess.

According to Recarey, prosecutor Lanna.Belohlavek offered Epstein.attorneys
Dershowitz and Guy Fronstin a plea dealin April. Fronstin, after speaking with.
Epstein, accepted the deal, in which Epstein would plead guilty,to.one countof
'agg_raivateﬂ_aSSault with intent to commit a felony, be placedion five years’
probation and have no criminal record. The deal also called for Epstein to submit
to a psychiatric and sexual evaluation and havedio unsupervisedvisits with
minors, accord_ing to Recarey's report. Theplea bargain was made in connection

with only one of the five alleged victims, the report states.

Fronstin - who declined to comment on'the case - was subsequently fired and
veteran defense attorney Jack-Goldberger was hired. He denies:‘there was any

agreement by any of Epstein's‘attorneys to-a plea deal.

“We absolutely did notiagree to a plea in this case,” he said. Neither Belohlavek

nor a state-attorey’s spokesman could be reached for comment.

The pacent or parents of alleged victims who complained of _being’harassed.b_y
privat&investigators provided license tag numbers of two of the men. Police
found the vehicles were registéred to a private eyein West Palm.Beach and

anotlier in Jupiter, according to Recarey's report.
“I'have no knowledge of it,” defense attorney Goldberger said.

The report.also says a woman confiected to the Epstein case was contacted by
somebody who was still in touch with Epstein. That person told her she. would

be compensated if she-didn’t cooperate with-police, Recarey's report says. Those

https:/iwww.palmbeachdailynews.corm/article/200607 29/NEWS/180917573
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‘who did talk “will be dealt with,” the woman said she was told. Phone records
show the woman talked with the person who allegedly-intimidated her around

the time shesaid, Recarey reported.

Phone records also'show that the person said te have made the threat then
placed a call to Epstein’s-personal assistant, who in turn called a New York

corporation affiliated with Epstein, thie report states..

The issue in.the Epstein case is not ' whether females.came to his waterfront

home, but whether he knew their-ages.

“He’s-never denied girls came to the house,” Goldberger said. But when Epstein

was.given a polygraph test, “he passed on knowledge of age,” the attorney said.

Afterthe'indictment against Epstein was unsealed this'week; Police Chief Reiter
referred the matter'to the FBI. “We've received the'réferral /and we're reviewing

it,” said FBI spokeswoman. Judy Orihuela.in Miami.

The chief himself has comeunder attackfrom: Eps’t’einfs lawyers and friends'in
New York, where he has a home. ThéNew York Post quoted Epstein’s
prominent New York lawyer, Gerald Lefeourt, as saying his client was indicted

only “because of the craziness-of the police chief.”
Reiter has declined to fommenton the.case.

Prosecutors have.not presented a sex-related case like Epstein’s to‘a grand-jury
before, said Mike\Edmondson, spokesman for the state attorney’s office: “That's

what yod do with a case that fallsinto a gray area,” he.said.

Thestate attorney’s office did not.recommend a particular criminal charge on
which to indict Epstein, Edmondson said. The grand jury was. presented with a
list of charges from highest to lowest, then deliberated with the prosecutor out of
the room, he said.

“People are:surprised at the grand jury proceeding;” West Palm Beach defense
attorriey Richard Tendler said. “It’s a way for thie prosecutor’s office to:not take
‘the full responsibility for not filing the (chiarge), and not doing what the Palm
Beach Police Department wanted. I think something fell apart with those

-underage witnesses,”
hitps:/www.palmbeachdailynews.com/afticle/20060729/NEWS/190917573 f 34
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Defense attorney Robert Gershman was a prosecutor for six years. “Those girls

must have been incredible or untrustworthy, [ don’t know,” he. said.

Other attorneys said Epstein’s case raises the issue of Whether'weal:thy, connected
defendants like Epstein - whose friends include former President Clinton and
Donald Trump - are treated differently from others. Once he knew he was the
subject of'a criminal probe, Epstein hired a phalanx of powerful attorneys suchas
Dershowitz and Lefcourt, who is a past president of the National Association of

Criminal Defense Lawyers.

Miami lawyer Roy Black - who became nationally known when he successfully
defended William Kennedy:Smith-en a rape-charge in Palm Beach¢ alsoywas

involved-at.one point.

get the perception thiat with power, you may be treateddifferently than the

- N T »
average Joe.

hitps:iwww.palmbeachidailynews.com/article/20060729/NEWS/190917573 4/4
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Expert: Ignorance of age isn't
defense in sex.cases

Posted Aug 5;2006 at 12:01 AM
Updated Oct 3, 2019 at 1:38'PM
(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally published:in The

Palm Beach Post on Aug. 5, 2006)

Even if Palm Beach money manager Jeffrey Epstein didn't
know that girls who police say gave him sexual massagesat
his Intracoastal home were under the legal age, thatialong
wouldn't have exempted him from ctriminal¢harges of

sexual activity with minors,

“Ignorance is not a valid defense;” said'Bob/Dekle, a legal
skiIls;professorwh‘o was a Lake City prosecutor for nearly
30 years, half of that time specializing in sex crimes against
children.

“There is no knewledge ‘element as far as the age is

concerned,”/Dekle said.

Afteran 11-morith investigation, Palm Beach police:said
there wds probable cause to charge Epstein, 53, with
unlawful sex acts with a minorand lewd andlascivious
moléstation. They contend that Epstein - friend of the rich
and famous and financial patron of Democratic Party
organizations and candidates - committed those acts with

five underage girls.

In the past week, New York Attorney Genéral and
gubernatorial candidate Eliot Spitzer:has returned about
$50,000 in campaign contributions he received.from

Epstein, and Mark Green, a candidate to replace Spitzet in

CA/Aronberg-001031
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his-current job, has returned $10,000 to him because ofthe
Palm Beach scandal, the New York Daily News has (
reported. !
Rather than file-charges, the state attorney’s office
presented the case to a county grand jury. The panel
indicted Epstein last-week on a single, less serious charge-of

felony solicitation of prostitution.

The case raised eyebrows because the: state attorney’s office
rarely, if ever, kicks such charges to agrand jury. And it
increases the difficulty of prosecuting child sex abuse cases,
especially when:the defendant is enormously wealthy and

can hire high-priced, top-tier lawyers.

Atleast one of Epstein’s alleged victims told pelige he knew
she wis underage when the two of them.gotnaked for
massages and sexual activity. She was 16,years old at the
time and said Epstein asked her gdestions about her high

school, according to police reports:

A girl whosaid she;met Epstein when she'was 15 said he:
told her if she told. anybody.what happened at his house,

bad things couldhappen), the police reports state.

Epstein’s youngest alléged victim was 14 when she says.she
gave him a massage that included some sexual activity. She
is now\16. The girl’s father says he doesn’t know whether

she told Epstein her age.

“My daughter has kept alot of What kiappéned from me
because of sheer embarrassment,” he said. “But she very
much looked 14. Any prudent man would have had second

thoughts dbout that.”

Defense attorney Jack Goldberger maintains that not only
did Epstein‘pass a'polygraph test showing he did not know
the girls were minors, but their stories weren't credible.
The state attorney’s office also implied that their credibility
was an issue when it decided not to charge 'Epsteinvdi,xje:_ct‘ly,

but instead give the case to the grand jury.
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“A prosecutor has to look at it in a much broader fashion,” a

state attorney’s spokesman said last-week.

D
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Epstein hired Harvard law Professor Alan Dershowitz
‘when he became aware he'was under ifivestigation, and
Dershowitz gave prosecutors information that some of the
alleged victims had spoke of using\dlcohol and marijuana on
a popular Web site, according to'a Palm Beach police

report:

Prosecutors typi€ally.consider two things in deciding
-whether to ¢harge Sermebody with sex-related offenses
against minors -whether there issufficient evidence and

whetherthere is a public interest'in doing so, Dekle said.

If two teens are in a sexual relationship.and the boy turns
18 before the girl, he could be charged with a sex crime'if
the sex continues. There would be no public interest in

pursuing that, Dekle said.

Butwhere there is a large gap-in ages - and especially in.
cases of teachers with students - thefe is a public interestin
prosecuting, he said. Likewise:if the accused has a track

record.of sex with minors.

CA/Aronberg-001033

FILED: PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL, JOSEPH ABRUZZO, CLERK. 3/28/2023 2:27:00 PM



|

Still there is a “universal constant” in prosecuting these
cases, Dekle said. Men who exploit underage children for
sex often carefully choose their victims in ways that will

minimize the risk to-them, he said.

Victims usually are from a lower social status,-and they may

suffer from psychological problems, Dekle said..

“Lots of child sexial abuse victims have been victimized by
multiple. people over a period of time. Then the act of abuse
produces behavior in the victims that further damages their
credibility.” Examples include promiscuous behavior and.

drug abuse..

Some of the alleged victims in the Epstein case returned to
his home multiple times for the'massage sessions;and the
$200 to $300 he typically paid them per visit\! That would
‘be a definite problem for the prosecutor;”said Betty Resch,
‘who prosecuted crimes against children,in'Palm Beach
County. for five years and now(is i private:practice in Lake

Werth.

“The victim becomeSiless.sympathetic” to a jury, Resch said:

“But.she’s a victim nevertheless. She’s a kid.”

Most men charged:with sex crimes against minors look
hormal, Déeklé said. A jury-expecting to see a monster
seldomywill. And the victims’ ages work against them and in

favor of the defendant in a trial, Dekle said.,

If a ¢hild and an adult tell different stories and both swear
they're telling the truth, adult jurors are more likely to

believe the adult, Dekle said.

“Yiou have all these things working against you in a child
sex abuse case. Prosecutors normally try'to be very'carefiil
in filing those cases because they know what they're:getting
into. There.is no such thing as an iron-clad child sexual

abuse case.”

CA/Aronberg-001034
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liars

Posted Aug 8, 2006 at 12:01 AM

Updated Oct 3, 2079 at'3:35 PM

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally published in The
Palim Beach Post.on Aug. 8; 2006)

Attorneys and publicists for Palm Beach financier Jeffrey
Epstein went on the offensive Monday, contending that
teenage girls who have accused Epstein of sexual
shenanigans at his waterfront home are liarsandssaying

that the Palm Beach Police Department is"childish.”

“There never was any sex between'Jeffrey Epstein and any
underage women,” his lead attorney, Jack Goldberger, said

from Idaho where he was¥acationing with his family.

Epstein did have young women.come to-his house to give
’him massages, Goldberger said. “Mr. Epstein absolutely
insisted anyBody whe’came to his house be over the age of
18. How he verified that, I don"t know. The question is, did

anything,illegal occur. The law was 'not violated here.”

He had no explanation as to why Epstein would pay girls or
‘wormen with no massage training - as the alleged victims:
said ‘was the case - $200 to $300 for their visits.. “The
credibility of these witnesses has been seriously

questioned,” Goldberger said.

Epstein, 53, was indicted by-a county grand;jury last month
on a charge of felony solicitation of prostitution. Afteran
11-month investigation that included sifting through
Epstein’s trash and surveilling his home, Palm Beach police
concluded there-was enoughevidence to charge him with

sexual activity with minors. When the grand jury indic;tejd

CA/Aronberg-001035
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Epstein on the less serious charge, Police Chief Michael

Reiter referred the case to the FBI to determine whether

there were federal law violations.

After a spate of stories-about tlie case last week;, New Y"o!rk
publicist Dan Klores - whose client list has:included Paris
Hilton and Jennifer Lopez - said on Saturday that Epstein’s

camp was ready “to: get their story out.”

Théy did that Monday via Goldberger and a Los Angeles

publicist for Miami criminal defense attorney Roy Black,

‘who also has represented. Epstein in the case.

“We just-think there'has been a distorted view of thisicase
in the media presented by the Palm Beach police,”
Goldberger said.

Reiter has-consistently declined to comment onvthe case

arid did not respond to a reqiiest for comment Monday:

‘The implication that State Attorney Barry Krischer was

easy on. Epstein by presenting the caseto a grand jury

rather than filing charges:directly against him is wrong,

‘Goldberger said.

Sy T T e e B v S,
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The Palm Beach Police: Department was “happy and
ecstatic” that the panel ‘was going to review the evidence. ]
think what happened is they'weren't happy with the result.
They decided to use the press to embarrass Mr. Epstein.”

But records show that:Reiter wrote Krischer on May 1 -
well before the case went to the grandjury - suggesting that
Krischer “consider if good-and sufficient reason exists. to
require your disqualification from the prosecution of these

”
cases.

Rather than flat-out decline to charge Epstein, Krischer
referred the case to.the grand jury to “appease” the chief;
Goldberger said.

A state attorney’s spokesman would say only-thag the office
refers cases to the grand jury when. there-are'issues with the

viability of the evidence or witnesses’ credibility.

Both the state attorney and the grand jury concluded there
‘was not sufficient evidence'that Epstein had sex with
minors, according to, Goldberger. “It was just a childish
performance by the Palm-Beach Police Department,”

Goldberger said"

The defenseiattorney said one of the alleged victims-who
claimed she'wias.a minor was in fact over the age of 18.
Another alleged victim who was subpoenaed to testify to
the grand jury failed to do so. Epstein’s accusers, he added,
hive histofies of drug abiise and thefts. “These women are

liars, We've established that.”

But why would:they all invent their stories about meeting

Epstein for sexual massages?

“I dori’t have an answer as to-what was the motivation for
these women to come forward and make these allegations,”

Goldberger said.
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Delays in Epstein case unusual,
lawyers say

Posted Mar 13, 2007 at 12:01 AM

Updated Oct 3, 2019 at 3:48 PM

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This story originally. published in The Palm
‘Beach Post March 13, 2007)

A federal 'p'robe or a'plea deal could explain the wait in the

Nearly eight months after Palm Beach tycoonJeffrey
Epstein was charged with felony solicitation'ef prostitution,
there has been no discernible progress in his gase. No
witnesses deposed. No trial date sét. Nothinig, save for

routine. court hearings reset without explanation..

“Usually that would be unusual,” said criminal defense
attorney Glenn Mitchell,.who has no involvement in the

case.

“As a general rule/it would be:unusual for nothing to have
happened,” agreed-Michael Dutko, a criminal defense
attorneyin Fort Lauderdale. He represents Haley Robson,
20, of Royal Palm Beach, potentially-a key witness in the

case.

A routine hearing for Epstein was pulled from the court
docket last week and reset for May ' 16. The delays-and
inaction could be due to a potential federal probe of Epstein

orbecause a plea deal is in'the:works, attorneys say.
Unusual is the word that best describes everything about
the case against Epstein, .54, an enigmatic money manager

in New York. City who counts Bill Clinton and Donald

Tramp among his friends.
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“Highly unusual” is how Palm Beach Police ‘Chief:Michael
Reiter described State Attorney Barry Krischer’s handling

of the case in a bluntly critical letter to Krischer last: year

before Epstein was indicted.

¢
4

Reiter referred the matter to the FBI to determine whether
any federal laws had been violated. Epstein’s allies
countered by attacking the chief personally and
professionally.

Reiter’s department investigated Epstein for 11 months:
Police sifted repeatedly through his trash and.conducted
surveillance on his five-bedroom, 7 1/2-bath; 7,234-square-:

foot home on the Initracoastal Waterway.

Police said Epstein paid. women and girls as yotng as 14 to.
give him-erotic massages at his home. Police thought there
was probable cause to charge him with unlawful sex acts

-with-a minor and lewd and lascivious molestation.

Epstein responded by hiring a phalanx of lawyers. One of
them, Harvard law professor and author Alan Dershowitz;
provided the state atterney’s-office with information about
alcohol and:marijuana use by some of the girls:who said

they were with Epstein.

Prosecutors then referred the case to the grand jury rather

thian filé charges directly-against'Epstein.

Epstein’s attorneys deny he had sex'with underage girls,
Thelawyers say the girls”stories are not credible. But if the
court file is any indicator, they’ve made no effortto depose

the girls.

Neither prosecutors nor defense attorneys have sought to
question Robson, said Dutko; her attorney. She recruited
teenage girls to visit Epstein for massages and sexual
activity, Palm Beach police said, and presumably would be a

key witness.
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Epstein’s attorney Jack Goldberger did not return phone

messages,

A source close to the case suggested it:s languishing
pending:a decisioii by the FBI on whethér to refer it.to

federal prosecutors.

“Westill have a pending case,” FBI spokeswoman Judy
Orihuela said Monday.

State Attornéy-Krischer did not retiirn a-call for. comment.
His spokesman, Mike Edmondson, declined to say-whether
federal investigators are delaying the Epstein case. Buit, he
added, “if another-agency is looking at something, we

wouldn’t want to step on their toes.”

Attorneys-say inertia in a.criminal case oftefy,points to.a

pending plea deal.

“It would not surprise me:if something has happened that’s
not reflected in the court file,” said Dutko, such.as an

agreement that will be fofmalized later.

Defense attorney MarcShitier said defense attorneys
sometimes putioffiovertly condiicting discovery -- deposing
witnesses, requesting documents and the like -- because
doing so creates more work for harried prosecutors who

may become angry and not offer a plea deal.

“Semetimes defense lawyers, knowing that, will try and do
discovery without taking depositions,” said Shiner, a former

-prosecutor for 13 years.

Instead, they may conduct a below-the=radar probe such as

having a private investigator check out leads, he said.

Shiner and otherssaya plea deal for Epstein probably
‘would result in“pretrial intervention, in which a defendant
‘may be ordered to undergo a psychological evaluation,
counseling or other conditions:in return for dropping the

charge. g
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Edmondson, spokesman for State Attorney Krischer, said

‘there is no fplea offer and no request for the prosecution to

showits cards.

“T'o.my knowledge, it's.never happened before on a filed

case,” he said.
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WOMAN SUES BILLIONAIRE INVESTOR, SAYS THEY HAD:SEX WHEN SHE WAS 16

A billionaire investor, already facing jail in Palm Beach County-on charges of soliciting underage
prostitutes, is being sued by a young woman who'says he-had sex-with her when she was 16 and had
sought his. help becoming a model.

The lawsuit, filed late Tuesday in Manhattan's state Supreme Court, says financier Jeffrey Epstein had
the teen perform. a sex act when she brought photographs of herself for him toteview in his Upper
East Side mansion sometimein 2000.

Epstein, 54, a money manager, told the teen he‘managed financesifor Victoria's Secret and ' could get
you into the catalog™ if she were "nice to him, court papers say, The,papers say being "nice"
included massages and, other favors.

When the girl told:Epstein, "I am 16 years old and justantto model," he replied, "Don't worry, I
won't téll anybody," court papeis say.

Epstein, said by London's Mail on Sunday to be aclose friend of England's Prince Andrew, has been
indicted in Palm.Beach on charges of soliciting underage prostitutes. That ¢ase is pending.

The girl visited Epstein‘"‘severalﬁ times overithe several months and engaged in bizarre and unnatural
sex-acts" while she was a minor, the lawsuit says.

Epstein "repeatedly requested that (th€ girl) return with her 14-,15-, and 16- year—old girlfriends,
stating, 'Come by with your friendssyout age next time. Don't bung Sheme ta mutual friend in her
40s). I love girls'your:age.'"

The: yoling, womman, now: 23, keptreturning to Epstein because she has "mental issues,” said her
lawyer, William J. Unroch. He refused to elaborate, but court papers say she was "disabled as a result
of severe mental diséase and.defect.”

Epstein's lawyer in New- Yotk, Gerald Lefcourt; said, "The girl has admitted she is insane, but she can
read a newspaper@and recognize the word 'rich. L

Lefcourt also saidithe statute of limitations has expired for the woman's case criminally and civilly,
ad will almost cértainly be dismissed.

He refused to comment on Epstein's Florida charges.

Meanwhile, Unroch, 57, also ackiiowledged that his client was living with him and was at the center
of 'a $10-mikion, lawsuit he filed last year against a neighbor who said he was having sex with
underage girls. That case is pendlng

"What she was doing at 22 is irrelevant to what happened to her when she was, '16," Unroch said
Wednesday. He went on the say he hoped Epstéin'would agree to "do right" by his client and.resolve
the case out of court. " .
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Palm Beacher pleads in sex case:
Posted Jul.1, 2008 at.12:07 AM

Updated Oct 3, 2019 at 1:47 PM

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally published in The
Palm Beach Post on July 1,-2008)

Jeffrey Epstein will serve 1 1/2'-y‘e'ar‘s on teen solicitation

charges.

He lives in"a Palm Beach waterfront mansion and has kept
company with:the likes of President Clinton, Prince,
Andréw and Donald Trump, but investifient banker Jeffrey
Epstein will call the Palm Beach County7Jail home for the

next 18 months.

Epstein, 55, pleaded guilty Méndayito felony solicitation of
prostitition and précuringia person under the age-of 18 for
prostitution. After serving 18 months in jail, he will be:
under house arrest for a,year. And he will have a lifelong
obligation toregister as a sex offender. He. must submit to
an.HIV testiwithin 48 hours, with the results being

provided to his victims or their parents.

‘As part of the plea deal, federal investigators agreed to drop
their investigation of Epstein, which they had taken.to a

grandjury, two law enforcement sources said.

E’p‘stein was ‘indi‘cted'two years ago after an 11-month
""" i Beach police. They received a
complalnt from a relative .of a 14-year-old.girl who had
given Epstein a naked massage at his five-bedroom, 7,234-

square=foot, $8.5 million Intracoastal home..

Police ¢oncluded that there were sevéral other girls brought
in 2004 and 2005 to an upstairs room at:the-home for

similar massages and sexual touching.
CA/Aronberg-001044
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The indictment charged Epstein only with felony
solicitation of prostitution. The state attorney’s office later
-added the charge of procuring underage girls for that

purpose.

Prosecutor Lanna Belohlavek said of‘theplea: “I took into
consideration the length the trial would have been and
witnesses having to testify” about sometimes embarrassing

incidents.

Epstein may have'made a serious mistake soon after he was
charged. He rejected an offer to plead guiltyto one courit of
aggravated assault with-intent to commit:a felony,
according to police documents. He would have gotten five
years' probation, had o criminalrecord and not been.a

tegistered sex offender, the documents indi¢éte..

Epstein arrived in court Monday with'agleast three
attorneys. He wore a blue blazer, blue shirt, blue jeans and
‘white and gray stieakers. Aftef Cireuit Judge Deborah Dale
Pucillo accepted the plea, e was fingerprinted. Epstein
then .removed his blazer,and ‘was handcuffed for the trip to
jail while his attopneysitried to shiéld him from

photographers’ lenses.

When he eventually is released to house arrest, Epstein will
have to"observe a 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew, haveno
tnisupervised contact with anyone younger than 18 and
neither own nor. possess pornographic or sexual materials

“that are relevant to your deviantbehavior,” the judge said.

Epstein will be allowed to leave home for work. The New
York-based money manager told the judge he has formed
the not-for-profit Florida Science Foundation to finance

scientific research. “I'm there-every day,” Epstein said.

‘The foundation was incoerporatedin November. Epstein

said he already has awarded money to Harvard and MIT:
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When he.is released from jail, there is-a chance that Epstein.
will be forced to-move. Sex offenders are not allowed to live
within 1,000 feet of a school, park or other areas where
children may gather. No-determination has been made as to.
whether Epste‘in’-S home complies; butattorneys said. it

likely-does.

Sex offenders also typically must attend.counseling sessions.
Belohlavek said that was waived for Epstein because his
private psychiatrist is working with him. The judge was

skeptical but agreed to'it.

Epstein’s legal woes don’t end with Monday's plea. There

are four pending federal civil lawsuits and one in state court
related to his behavior. At least one woman has suedshim in
New York, where he owns a 51,000-square<foot Manhattan

mansion.

“Tt’s'validation of what we're saying in the civil cases,” said
Miami attorney Jeffrey Hermadn, who represents the alleged
victims in the federal lawsuits. West Palm Beach attorney
Ted Leopold representsjone alléged victim in a civil suit in
state court. He said lie anticipates amending that lawsuit to

add “a few other clients” as well.

In the criminabedse, police'went so far as to-scour Epstein’s
trash andeonduct surveillance at Palm Beach International
Airportywhere they watched for his private jet so-they’
would know when he'wasin town. They concluded.that
Epstein paid girls $200 to:$300 each afterthe massage:
sessions.

“I'm like a Heidi Fleiss,” Haley Robson, now 22, told police
about her efforts in recruiting girls for Epstein..

There was probable cause to-charge Epstein with unlawful
sex acts with-a minor and lewd and lascivious moléstation,

police concluded.
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‘The state attorney’s office said quéstions about the éir’ls;"
credibility led it to take the unprecedented step of
presenting therevidence against Epstein to a grand jury,

rather than directly charging him.

Palm Beach Police Chief Michael Reiter was furious with
State Attorney Barry Krischer, saying i a May-2006 letter
that the prosecutor should disqualify himself. “I continue to
find youir office’s treatiment of these cases highly unusual,”

he-wrote. He then asked for and got a.federal investigation.

Epstein hired a phalanx of high-priced lawyers - including
Harvard law professor and author Alan Dershowitz - and
public relations people. who questioned Reiter's competence

and the victims’ truthfulness.

In-addition to mansions in Palm Beach and Manhattan,
Epstein.owns homes in New Mexico-and.the Virgin Islands.,
He'sd frequent contributor to. Democratic Party candidates.
He also donated $30.million t¢,Harvard in 2003.

Former New York Goy. EliotiSpitzer returned a'$50,000
campaign contribution freny Epstein after his indictment,
then resigned this year during his own sex scandal. And the
same Palm Beach Police Department thatvigorously
investigated Epstein returned his $90,000 donation for'the

purchasewefa firearms simulator:

Staff writer Eliot Kleinberg arnd former staff résearcher-

Michelle Quigley contributed to. this story.
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stuntman, ‘sex slave’ visit jailed
tycoon:

By LARRY KELLER / Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Posted Aug 13,2008 at 12:01 AM

Updated Jul 16,2019 at 4:54-PM

Tycooti Jeffrey Epstein mingled with an eclectic mix of
people, including beautiful young-women, before he got
into trouble for paying teenage girls to'give him:sexual

massages-at his Palm Beach mansion.

Not -much has changed, even thotugh henow residesin a
dorm at the Palm Beach County Sheriff's'Office’s 17-acre,
967-bed stockade near the fairgrounds.

During his first month of €onfinement, Epstein was visited
by the female assistantiwho, girls told police, had escorted
them. to the roomyat.his mansion where they gave him

naked massages.

Also trekkingito.the jail was a young woman whom Epstein

purportedly described as his Yugoslavian sex slave.

The-wealthy financier and science wonk also has been
vistted by-an expert on artificial intelligence, as well as a
man who is a mixéd martial arts aficionddo and sometime.
movie stuntman.

The only other people to visit.him at thejail,.according to
records, are d ,Sihg__erﬁlslan‘d man and an individual who:
listed Epstein’s Palm Beach address as his-own.

Epstein, 55, pleaded guilty on June 30 to'two prostitution-

related charges and was sentenced to 18 monthsin jail,

followed by a year of house arrest. Epstein paid teenage
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girls $200 to $300in 2004 and 2005 for massages in his
homie that sometimes included sexual touching, Palm Beach

police said..
His jail visitors in Julyincluded:

- Sarah Kellen, 29, who some of the teen masseuses said
phoned them when Epstein was-in town and escorted them
upon their arrival at his Palm Beach waterfront home:to.an
upstairs room, where she prepared the massage table and
provided the oils for their encounters with him. Kellen
visited Epstein three times in July, according to ajail
visitor’s log. Kellen lists:a Manhattan home address..

Reached by telephone; she declined to discuss Epstein.

- Nadia Marcinkova, 23, 'Whose‘family- in Yugeslavia.
Epstein paid:money to so that he could bringiher to the
United States to be his “sex slave,” two teenage girls told
police. One girl. told p‘olice that Epsteiniinstructed
Marcinkova and her to kiss and have sex ‘while he watched
and masturbated. Another‘said she '.engéged- in sex with.
Marcinkova at Epstein's,urging. Marcinkova visited Epstein
in jail four times it 13'days. She lists her address as on the
Upper East side ofManhattan, not far from Epstein’s

enormous apartment.

- Roger*Schank, 62, founder of the Institute for Learnirig
Sciences at Northwestern University and an-expert on
artificial intelligence, paid one visit to Epstein. Schank has
written numerous books on ‘that subject and has a doctorate
degree from Yale University in linguistics. He wasone of 19
‘people who applied to be president of Florida Atlantic
University'in 2003.. He became: “chief Iear-n’ing officer” at the
online Trump University.in 2005. Schank listed his-address
as being in Stuart, and records.show he-also owns a home
in Lake Worth.
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Epsteigs financed a number of scientists over the years,
including Nobel Prize winners. He gave $30 million to
Harvard University in. 2003. In November, he formed. the
not=for-profit Florida Science Foundation, which he said

finances scientific research.

- Igor Zinoviev, a Russian mixed martial arts fighter, who
coaches a Chicago team in the International Fight League.
He also has-worked as a personal trairier, celebrity
bodyguard and movie stuntman, according to the league’s
Web site. The New Jersey resident visited Epstein seven

times in July.

Zinoviev, Schank and Mircinkova could not be reached for

cominent.

Staff researcher Niels Heimeriks contributedito this story.
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Billicnaire sex offender leaves jail
six flays a week for work

Posted Jul 1, 2008.at 12:01 AM

Updated Oct 4,2019 at 9:27 AM

Palm Beach billionaire Jeffrey Epstein, who's serving 18
moenths in jail for soliciting an ‘underage girl for |
prostitution, is allowed to leave the Palm Beach County

Stockade six-days a week-on a work-release program.

Sheriffs Office, confirmed that Epstein, 55, hastbeen in‘the

work-release program since Oct, 10.

“He works six days a week: Friday throughtWednesday 10
a.m. to 10.p.m.,” Barbera said yia‘e-mail. *(He) works at his
local West Palim. Beach office, monitored on dan active GBS
system (he'wears an ankle bracelet). Mr. Epstein hires-a
permit-deputy, at his‘expense, for his own security at his.

workplace, during the timie he is out.”

Miami attorney Jeffrey' Herman represents six young

‘women, who've sued Epstein, claiming he sexually abused

them at’his Palm Beach home when they were minors.

Herman said he received a letter about the work-release
prograim from the U.S. Attorney’s Office within the. past
few days. But. Herman says Epstein had been out on work-

release for several weeks before the notification.

“My clients expressed shock and disappointment,” Herman
said. “I find it incredible that he’s on work-release in the
commiunity and my clients aren’t notified of this and we get

this. letter ‘weeks .after the fact.”

Jack Goldberger, Epstein’s- criminal attorney, said the
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arrangement is not:unusual.

“He goes to work every single day and goes back to jail at
night, just like everybody else (in the program),”
Goldberger said.

Epstein pleaded guilty June 30.to two felony:counts:
soliciting prostitution and procuring a person under 18 for
prostitution: As part of the plea agreement, Epstein must
serve one year of house arrest and register as a lifelong sex

offender.
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‘Women want Epstein sex plea deal
unsealed

Posted Jul 1, 2008 at 12:01 AM
Updated Oct 2, 2019 at'2:23 PM
(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally published in The

Palii Beach Post June 10, 2009)

Theirattorneys will ask a judge to open Jeffrey Epstein’s

records.

When wealthy'money manager Jeffrey Epstein of Palm
Beach pleaded guilty last year to procuring téens for
prostitution, his case detoured aroundlocal'and state rules

regarding the sealing of court documents.

At a plea conference on the&tate,charges, a judge, a defense
lawyer and a prosecutor huddled at the bench and decided
that a deal Epstein had struck with federal prosecutors to
avoid charges should.be sealed, according to a transcript of

the hearing,
And so it:was.

But Florida rules of judicial administration, as well as rules
ofithe Palm Beach County-court system, require public
riotification that a court document has been or will be.
sealed, meaning kept from public view. The rules also
require a judge tofind a significant reason to seal, such as
protecting a.trade secret or a compelling government:

interest.

“Yet:no notification or reason occurred in Epstein’s case,

according to court records.
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Epstein’s.own attorneys, in federal filings, have referred to
his confidential deferred prosecution:agreement with the
U.S. attorhey’s office, struck in September 2007, as
“unprecedented” and “highly unusual.” And.it was “a
significant inducement” for-Epstein to:accept the state’s |
deal, observed the state judge who accepted his plea,
Couinty Judge Deborah Dale Pucillo.

Epstein now faces at least a dozen civil lawsuits in federal
and state courts filed by young women who said they had

sex with him and now are seeking damages.

Attorneys for some of those women want his agreement
with federal prosecutors unsealed and will ask-Circuit Judge

Jeffrey Colbath to-do so today.

“It.is against public policy for these documents to be have
been sealéd.and hidden from public scrutiny. As a member
of the public, E.W. has a right to héve these’documents
unsealed,” wrote former Circuit Judge Bill Berger, now in

private practice-and represénting one of the women.

The Palm Beach Post also will ask Colbath to unseal the
agreement. Post atterney Deanna.Shullman will argue:that

thie-piblic has a right to know the specifics of Epstein’s deal,

According'to various media accounts, Epstein moved in
circles that included President Clinton, Donald Trumpand
Prince Andrew. “Internatiorial Moneyman of Mystery,”

declared a 2002 New York magazine profile of Epstein.

Epstein, 56, is in the Palm Beach County Stockade, serving
an 18-month sentence after pleading guilty nearly a year
ago to felonysolicitation. of prostitution and procuring

teenagers for prostitution.

He is allowed out from 7 a:m. to 11 p.m., escorted by a
deputy, said Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office:

spokeswoman Teri Barbera.

B
-
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During a Palm Beach Police Department investigation, five
victims and 17 witnesses gave statements. They told of
young women brought by his-assistants to Epstein's
mansion on El Brillo Way for massages and.sexual activity,

and then being paid afterward.

At Epstein’s plea conference last.year, his:attorney, Jack:
Goldberger, and:then-Assistant State Attorney Lanna
Belohlavek approached Pucillo in a sidebar conference.
Pucillo, who had left the bench nine years earlier, was

filling in temporarily as a:senior judge.

According to a transcript, Goldberger told Pucillo that
Epsteini had entered a confidential agreement with the US.
attorney’s office in which federal prosecutors brokered not
pursuing charges against him if he pleaded guiltyin state
court. Pucillo then said she wanted 4 sealed copy.of the
agreement filed in his. case, and Goldberger concurred that

he wanted it sealed, Belohlavek latex sighed off on it.

The Florida Supreme Coutt has expressed “serious concern”
and launched an all-outiinquiry into. sealing procedures
across the state following media reports in 2006 of entire

cases being sealeddnd disappearing from court records.

“The public’s'eonstitutional right of access to court records
must Témain inviolate, and this court is fully committed to

safeguarding this right,” justices wrote in:their final report.

Epst_e_in’sofﬁce on Tuesday referred any questions to
Goldberger, who declined to commient. Pucillo also has

declined to-comment.
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Epstein sectet pact with Feds
‘reveals “highly unusual” terms

Pasted Jun 10,2009 at 12:01 AM,
Updated Oct 4, 2019 at 9:23 AM
(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally published in The

Palwi Beach Post o September 19, 2009)

A secret non-prosecution agreement multimillionaire
financier Jeffrey Epstein struck with federal prosecutors is
being called “highly unusual” by former federal prosecutors
and downright outrageous by attorneys nowTeptéseriting

‘young women who serviced him.

The deal reveals:that the FBI and the U;S. Attorney’s Office
investigated him for several federal crimes; including
engaging minors in commercial sex. The crimes are

punishable by anywhere fromL0 years to-life in prison..

But federal prosécuters backed down and agreed to recall
grand jury subpoenas’if Epstein.p'le‘ad'ed. guilty to
prostitution-related felonies in statescourt, which he
ultimately did. He received an 18-month jail sentence, of

swhich he served 13 months.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office also-agreed not to charge any of
Epstein’s possible co-conspirators: Sarah Kellen, Adriana

Ross, Lesley Groff-and Nadia Marcinkova.

The deal was negotiated in part:by:heavyweight New York

criminal defense attorney Gerald Lefcourt.

Unsealed on Friday after attorneys for some of Epstein’s
victims and The Palm Beach Post sought its release, it offers
the first.public look at the deal Epstein’s high- powered legal

counsel brokered on his behalf.,
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Mark }gnson of Stuart, a former federal prosecutor,
described the disparity in potential sentences as unusual,
but éven more so.a provision on attornéy payment. '

|
The first draft of the agreement in September 2007 l
required that Epstein pay-an attorney -- tapped by the U.S.
Att‘orne?"'s‘-Ofﬁce and approved by Epstein -~ to represent
some of thevictims. That attornéy is-prominent Miami

lawyer Bob Josefsberg.

But an addendum to the agreement signed the following
month struck Epstein’s duty to pay Josefsberg if he and the
victims did not accept settlements -- capped.at $150,000 --

and instead pursued lawsuits.

Johnson said it appears the government was:trying to,
balance the lesser sentence for Epstein-with recovering:
$150;000 for each victim. “I've never, €ver’seen anything

like that in my life,” he said. “It’s highly:unusual.”

The deal does not say whether any victims were coritacted

or consulted before thé -deal was-made.

Attorney Brad Edwardsiof Fort Lauderdale, who represents
three of the youngiwomen, believes that none of the 30 to
40 woman identified as-victims in the federal investigation
‘weretold. ahéad of time. Edwards said his.clients received
Tletters from the U.S. Attorney’s Office months after the deal

was signed, assuring them Epstein would be prosecuted.

“Never consulting the victims is probablythe most
outrageous aspect of it;” Edwards said. “It taught them that
someone with money can buy his way out of anything. It's
outrageous and embarrassing for United States Attorney’s
Office and the State Attorney’s Office.”

‘Epstein now faces many civil lawsuits filed by the women,
who are répresented by a variety of attorneys. In many; the
allegations are the same: that Epstein had a predilection for

teenage girls, identified poor, vulnerable ones and used
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other young women to lure them to his Palm Beach.
mansion. They walked away with between. $200 and
$1,000.

o ]
Former Circuit Judge Bill Berger, also representing victims;.

called the:agreement a “sweetheart deal.”

“Why was it so important for the government to make this
deal?” Berger asked rhetorically. “We have not yet had an
horiest explanation by-any:public official as to why'it was

made ... and:why the victims 'were sold down the river.’

Former federal prosecutor Ryon McCabe described the
dgreement as “very unorthodox:” Such agreements, he-sdid;

are usually reserved for corporations, not individuals.

“It’s very, very rare. I've never seen or heardiof the
procedure that was set up here,” said McCabe, Who has‘no

involvement in any Epstein litigation:

“He's essentially avoiding federal prosecution.because he
can afford to pay that'many lawyers to help those victims
review their cases. .«If a person has no money, he couldn’t
be able to striked deal like this'and avoid federal

prosecution/”

The backroom deal with federal prosecutors is all the more
interesting i‘n;light of the legal powerhouses who have
worked for Epstein, including Harvard professor Alan.
Dershowitz and Bill Clinton investigator Kenneth Starr.
Lefcourt is a'past president of the National Association of

Criminal Défense Lawyers..

Epstein’s local defense attorney; Jack Goldberger, issued a
statement Friday saying he had fought the release of the
sealed agreement to-protect the third parties named there:
“Mr. Epstein has fully abided by all of its.terms and
conditions. He is looking forward to putting this difficult
period in his life behind him. He is continuing his long-
standing history of science philanthropy.” "

H
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The investigation triggered tensions between police and.
prosecutors, with then-Palm Beach Chief Michael Reiter
saying in a May 2006 letter to then-State. Attorney Barry
Krischer that the chief prosecutor should disqualify hi’r’n’ls’él‘ﬁs:

“I continue-to find your office’s treatment of these cases
highly unusual;” Reiter wrote. He'then asked for and got

the: federal.investig_'ation that ended in the sealed deal.

“The Jeffrey Epsteiri matter was an experience of what a
many-million-dollar defense canaccomplish,” Reiter told

the Palm Beach Daily News upon his retirement.
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Dateline: WEST PALM BEACH

JUDGE RULES EPSTEIN. ATTORNEYS. CAN SUBPOENA ABORTION RECORDS

Tuesday gave lawyers representmg multimillionaire sex. offender J effrey Epstem the right to
subpoena abortion records froni women who are, seeking millions in.damages from the part-
time Palm Beach resident. V

Palm Beach County-Circuit Judge Donald Hafele said the records could help Epstein rebut
the women's. claims that they suffered psychological ills after being paidto give him
sexually-charged massages at his Palm Beach mansion:wheii they weére as young as 14.
Hafele told Epstein's attorneys they couldn't go on a fishirg expedition. The medical records,
he said, can't be sought until the women are askéd whetherthey have éver.had an abortion,
how many and-where. Further, he said, the records would.net’be made public and might:not-
be-admissible during trial.

‘But, he said, since the women ¢laim Epstein, fiow 5%, is responsible for their emotional
distress, his attorneys can explore the impact of other events. Medical records, Hafele said,
are a better source of information than a person's memory.

Attorney: Louis Silver, who represents’ the Presidential Wornen's Health Ceriter, a West Palm
Beach clinic where abortions are pérformed, warned Hafele that.he was:stepping on shaky
constitutional grounds.

"These records :are: protected’by ourgdnstitutional rlght of privacy," he said, referring to the
Florida Constitution.

After the hearing, Silver said afi"appeal won't be necessary until Epstein attorneys seek the
records.

In-another ruling. Wednésday, Hafele also said that videos from depositions in. the state cases
can't be releaséd without a court order. The rulifig came after Epstein attorney Robert Critton.
complained.that aWideo of Epstein being asked whether he had an "egg-shaped" penis.
became 4 youtibe.cotn sensation. It-first appeared on The:Palm Beach Post Web site.
Crittoftblamed attorney Spencer Kuvin for releasing it. Kuvin said it was public record.
Thereivilsuits began mounting after Epstein agreed to plead guilty to-two state charges:
procuring a minor for prostitution and soliciting prostitution. He'served 13 months of an 18-
month sentence. As part of the deal brokered with federal prosecutors, he agreed not to
contest the accusations in‘the civil lawsuits. Hecan argue the women-don't deserve the
millions they are:seeking.

~jane_musgrave@pbpost.com
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Epstein o u,‘sr‘?s‘.ﬁa‘Ei’s ﬁéFi, %liﬁ;éﬂi ngs ﬂﬂuﬁd
TRseesassrzrﬁecﬁf Case

Posted Sep 17 2019 at12:01 AM
Updated Oct'1,2019 a1 10:51 AM:

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally published: in The
Palm Beach Post on March 20, 2010)

A purloined journal that is said to.contain thé nimes-of
“hundreds” of victims of convicted sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein could be used to'reopen the investigation into the
multi-millionaire’s appetite for teenage girls,an attorney

representing seven of the victims said Friday,

New details about the contents ofithe journal were released
this week when Alfredo Redrigtiez, who worked as a
property manager for. the:Palm Beach resident, pleaded
guilty to obstruction ofjustice for lying to federal agents
when asked if h&had.any information about his former
Boss’ criminal actiyity. He later tried to sell the journal he
stole from Epstein for $50,000 to an unidentified person,

who alerted authorities, according to court records.

As part of the plea agreement, federal prosecutors said the
journal “corntains ififormation material to the Epstein
investigation, including the names of material witnesses

and additional victims.”

“Had the items been produced in response to the inquiries
of state or federal authorities ... the materials would have
‘been presented to the federal grand jury,” federal

prosecutors wrote.
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Instead, prosecutors short-circuited the grand jury
investigation and.cut a deal with Epstein. They agreed not
to pursue federal charges if he didn’t contest prostitution-
related felonies in state.court. The money manager. plcaﬁed
guilty in July 2008.to procuring'a minor for prostitution
and soliciting prostitution. He served 13 months of an 18-

month sentence.

Attorney Adam Horowitz, who represents seven. of the
roughly 18 women who have filed civil suits.against.
Epstein, said the new information could trump the-so-

called non-prosecution agreement.

The multifaceted agreement, he said, deals only with a
specific list of victims that the U.S. Attorriey’s Officeknew.
about when it penned the deal in 2007. If:additional victims
are listed in the journal Rodriguez stole; Horowitz said

federal prosecutors could reopen theinvestigation..
“It-opens the door for furtherprosecution,” he said.

In addition to turning over the journal to federal agents,
Rodriguez told them he'knew his former boss-was having
sex with underdge girls when he worked for him in 2004
and 2005. He had seen naked.girls," who looked like:minors,
in the pool of Epstein’s $8.6 million mansion. He had seen
pornographic images of young girls on Epstein’s computer,

dccording to court records.

Neither Epstein’s criminal defense attorney, Jack
Goldberger, nor attorney Robert Critton, who represents
Epstein in the civil lawsuits, could be reached. Federal

‘prosecutors have consistently declined comment.

The woiding of the controversial agreement is unclear. It
says federal prosecutors would provide Epstein’s attorrieys
“with a list of individuals - whom it has identified as victims.”

Miami attorney Robert Josefsberg was appointed to
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represent any of the victims on the list who wanted to
pursue Epstein in civil court. As part of the agreement,

Epstein is to pay for Josefsberg to represent-the women.

Somie of theé womén; most identified as Jane Doe in
lawsuits, had already hired attorneys to represent them.
Some have since seftled their suits with Epstein, although

terms. were.not discloseéd.

Horowitz said he has filed court papers to get the journal
that Rodriguez stole. “It’s another piece of evidence that

shows our clients were at Epstein’s mansion,”he said.

Rodriguez told prosecutors he didn’t turn over the jotirnal
when both FBI and Palm Beach police asked for it because
he'wanted money for it. He also said he was, afraid Epstein
‘would make him ‘;disapp_ear.?’ The:inforpnation, he told

investigators, was his “insurance policy.”

He faces a maximum 20 yearsin prison when he is

sentenced on June 18.

jane_musgrave@pbpost.com
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Epstein paid three women $5.5 million to end underage-
sé'x?fﬂiamiiift?s

Posted Oct 3 _2017 at 12:01.AM

Updated Oct:4, 2017 at 12:46:AM

Ending years-of speculation about how much Palm Beach billionaire ]effrey Epstem paid young
women who claimed he-used them as sex:toys, court documents. ﬁled last week show he shelled

out $5.5 million to settle lawsuits. with three of more than two dozeniteens who sued him.

Responding to requests.from Epstein’s attorneys in‘a. compléxlawsyit that was spawned by the
sex scandal, attorney Bradley Edwards said.the politicallysconnected 64-year-old convicted sex

offender paid more than $1 million to each of the three'women Edwards represented.

Identified in court papers only by their initials‘orpseudonyms because of the nature of the
allegations and their youthful ages, L.M. was paid $1 million, E.W. $2 ‘million and Jane.Doe

$2.5:million, Edwards sdid. of the settléments he negotiated with Epstem to end the lawsuits.

Jack Goldberger, one of Epstein’s criminal defense attorneys, on Tuesday declined comment on
the revelations, citing confidentiality agreements that-were part of the settlements. For the
same reason; he declined to say whether Epstein paid.similar amounts to settle roughly two
dozen lawsuits filed by other’young women against Epstein, claiming he paid them. for sex

when some weréas young as 14 years old.

Attorney Jack Scarola, who is representing Edwards, said his client was compelled to divulge
the confidentiil settlements to answer quéstions, posed by Epstein’s-attorneys. “Brilliant move

on their part,” he said.

Even if Epstein’s attorneys hadn’t opened the door, Scarola said the information would have
likely come out: He says the.information will help him undermine Epstein’s claims that
Edwards “ginned up™the allegations to help his former law partner, imprisoned and disbarred

Fort Lauderdale lawyer Scott Rothstein, perpetuate a $1.2 billion Ponzi scheme.
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The revelations of the settlements ¢are as part of an ongoing;laws'uit:-thatft-started:as a dispute

between Epstein and Rothstein, both billionaires.

A year after Epstein in 2008 pleaded guilty to solicitation. of prostitution and procuring a
minor for prostitution, he sued Rothstein and Edwards, claiming they trumped up. the

allegations of sexual molestation to perpetuate the Ponzi scheme..

Rothistein was sentenced to 50 years in-prison in 2010 after admitting; he'had builthis(wildly
successful law firm by forging the names of federal judges and others to persuade investors.he
had negotiated settlements‘in lawsuits against high-profile people. Investors were'told they

could get:a cut of the cash.

One of the high-profile people Rothstein used to lure investors was Epstein, according to'a
lawsuit West Palm Beach attorney Robert Critton filed on Epstein’s behalf. According to the
lawsuit, Rothsteiri told investors Epsteiri, a money manager,.had ag_r’eedrt'o settle the lawsuits

with the teens for $200 million — a claim Critton described/as “a’complete fabrication.”

After Epstein dropped the lawsuit in 2012, Edwards,tturned the tables on him. Edwards accused
Epstein of filing the.lawsuit maliciously-to punishthim for representing the young women.
Although Edwards was a partner in RothsteinSinow defunct firm, Scarola ¢laims Epstein had
no-evidence Edwards was involved in the:Ponzi scheme. Federal prosecutors successfully
charged other attorneys and members of the firm, but. Edwards was never implicated, Scarola.

said in the malicious prosecution lawsuit.

The revelations about the morey Epstein paid to three of the young woman came last-weekin

documents filed for a hearing Tuesday:in-preparation for a December trial on the lawsuit.

Attorney Tonja Haddad Coleman, who représents Epstein, on Tuesday sought a delay of the
trial, inspart, because she claimed she has been unable to talk to her client since his estate on his
private island'in the U'S. Virgin Islands was devastated last month by Hurricane Irma. “I've had

no ability to communicaté. with Mr. Epstéin,” she said.
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Pointing out Epstein’s enormous wealth and his private jet, Palm Beach. County Gircuit Judge
Donald Hafele rejected her request. While saying he didn’t want to-appear insensitive to those
victimized by the storm that hammered the Caribbean and roared through South Florida, he

said Coleman offered.no proof, such asan affidavit from Epstein, to shore up her claims.

Still, Hafele gave Coleman extra time to respond to various motions that he will have to decide

before the case goes to trial.

Despite Scarola’s insistence that Edwards had nothing to do with Rothstein’s Ponzi scheine,
Coleman said the evidence indicates otherwise. Why else'would he try to depose.Epstein’s
well-known friends, such as now President Donald Trump, former President Bill Clinton and

illusionist David Copperfield, she asked. He used the celebrities as a.draw, she-said.
“The Epstein cases were used to fleece money and defraud investors,” she said.

Edward’s:malicious prosecution case has:been difficult: fof,both sides because both Epstein and
Edwards have refused to answer questions. As he didin the civil lawsuits, Epstein has invoked
his Fifth. Amendment right against self-incrimination’ when questioned by Scarola. Edwards
has claimed that much of the information Epstein 1s,seeking is protected by attorney-client

privilege.

The malicious prosecution lawsuit(s one of two hotly-contested lawsuits that continue to pit
Edwards against Epstein. Edwards alse:i$ suing the U.S. attorney’s office, claiming it violated
the-federal Crime Victims Rights Act when it negotiated a:non-prosecution agreement with.

Epstein.

Only after federalprosecutors agreed to drop their investigation of Epstein, did he agree to
plead guiltytotwo prostitution charges-in Palm Beach County Circuit Court. In federal court
records, prosecutors claim one-of the key reasons they agreed to drop their case-was Epstein’s

agreement:to settle lawsuits filed against him by dozens of his underage victims.
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Judge rules feds’ agreement with
Jeftfrey Epstein pact violated teen
victims’ rights

Posted Sép 17,2019 at 4:02 PM

Updated Oct 8; 2019 at 12:31 PM

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This story originally published in The:
Palm Beach Post on February 22, 2019)

Federal prosecutors violated the rights of Jeffrey Epstein’s.
teenage victims by failing to reveal they had dropped plans
to prosecute the billionaire on dozens-of federal.¢harges in
connection with the girls’ claims thathe paid‘them for sex
at his: Palm Beach mansion, U.S/DistrictJudge Kenneth
Marra ruled on Thursday.

Ina blistering. 33-pagé€ Tuling; Marra meticulously:and
methodically detailed the numerous steps federal
prosecutors took to hide the agreement from more than-40
young women who claim Epstein paid them for sex when

they were as young as 14.

“Whilethe government spent untold hours. negotiating the
térms and implications of the NPA with Epstein’s attorneys,
scant information was.shared with the victims,” Marra
wrote. “Instead, the victims were told to be ‘patient’ while

the investigation proceeded.”

By then, it was too late. A deal had already been cut with.
then-South Florida U.S. Attorney Alex Acosta-and Epstein’s
attorneys to shelve a 52-page federal indictment against
Epsteir, a former math teacher turhed money manager
who-counts Presidents Donald Trump and Bill Clinton.

among his friends.
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Prosecutors’ failure to alert the young women about the
deal violated the Crime Victims’ Rights Act, Marra ruled.
“At.a bare minimum the (act) required-the:government to
inform. (the young women) that it intended to enter into an

agreement not to prosecute Epstein,” he wrote.

Still, Marra said he wasn't second-guessing prosecutors’
decision not to pursue Epstein on.federal.charges if he
pleaded guilty to minor state prostitution charges and

agreed to compensate his victims for the trauma he caused.

“The court is:not ruling that the decision not to prosecute
was improper,” Marra wrote. “The court.is simply ruling
that; under the facts of this case, there was a'violation under
the CVRA.”

Further, he made no decision about what the;remedy
should be. He gave prosecutors and attorneys representing
the youngwomen 15 days to-meetto decide how to-unravel
the complex legal web: that has.been hanging over Epstein

and his young victims fopore than a decade.

The chances an accord willbe reached are slim,said
attorney Jack ‘Scarola, who is representing the two Jane

Does who challenged the prosecutors’ actions.

Further, he said, there is no.road.map to follow: The
lawsuit attorney Bradley Edwards filed on behalf of the two
unideritifiéd young, women, claiming prosecutors violated

the federal act, is unique, he said.

“We are treading on virgin ground, to use 'what is probably

an‘inappropriate phrase in this situation,” he said.

Scarola said he and Edwards will ask that the non-
prosecution agreement be thrown out, That would opén
the possibility that the long-shelved federal indictme_n"t:
cotild be:dusted off and filed against the 66-year-old
Epstein, who spends most of his time on a private island he

owns,in the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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“I.don't see the government conceding to that remedy,”
Scarola admitted. Further, he said, it is likely Epstein will be
allowed to weigh in. Miami attorney Roy: Black years ago

filed papers asking to intervene on Epstein’s behalf.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office said it wouldn’t comment on
Marra’s ruling. Neither Black.nor-New York City attorney
Jay Lefkowitz, who led efforts to bury the federal
indictment, responded to emails-or phone-calls for
comment. West Palm Beach attorney Jack Goldberger, who

represents Epstein, also-didn’t respond.

Scarola said it is likely Epstein’s star-studded legal team: gill
argue that Epstein fully complied with the terms of the
agreement he made in. 2007 with federal prosecutors,and

therefore the agreement can’t be undone.

As he promised, Epstein pleaded guilty inJune2008 to state.
charges of soliciting a minor for prostitution.and soliciting

‘prostitution. He served 13 mofithsiof an 18-month jail term
in a vacant wing of the codnty.stoekade that he was allowed.

to-leave 12 hours a day;six days'week.

Further, as agreed, lie paid settlements to the young women
‘who sued him. While the settlements were confidential,
court records'shew he:paid three women a total of $5.5

million:

In return, federal prosecutors held up their end of the

bargain. Their investigation ceased.

‘Having done all that prosecutors-asked of him, Scarola said
Epstein will make a simple argument: “You can’t turn

around and deprive me of the benefits [ bargained for.”

However, Scarola said, using Marra’s. ruling, he:will counter
that the contract Epstein signed was illegal and th’e’r.efo‘r;e

unénforceable.
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Even if Marra agrees to toss out the non-prosecution
agreement, Scarola conceded that doesn’t mean Epstein will

face federal charges.

“The contract can be set aside and the federal vg,o,vernr.n‘_e]nt-
can.attempt to-enter'into the same a_’greem,en’t;’ij he said.
“Except the spotlight of public attenition will be o thern
and the 40 victims will be able to explain to the court why

this sweetheart deal should not be approved.”

Scarola said that prosecutors-may have had good reason not
to pursue Epstein. “There may be a reasonable explanation
but we don’t know'what:that reason may have been,” he

said.

In court papers; federal prosecutors have said+that many of
the young:women were. afraid to cross the powerful,
politically connected money manager and/simply refused to

testify against him.

In otheér ¢ases; they said, thé wonienchanged their stories:.
Jane Doe 2, who is trying to have the non-prosecution
agreement thrown 6ut,initjally described Epstein as “an
awesome man”andtold prosecutors she hoped “nothing
happens” tothim, Wihile she later agreed to testify against
Epstein, prosecutors said they feared Epstein’s attorneys
would use her words to destroy her if she ever took the:

witness:stand..

Marra, however, said the young woman'’s comments-didn’t
mean she wasn't entitled to know about the prosecutors’
plaris to drop the charges. “There s ho dispute that Epstein
sexually abused Jane Doe 2 while she was 2. minor,” he
wrote. “Therefore, regardless of her comments to the

prosecutor, she was a victim.”

Before the case is finally resolved, Scarola predicted that “a

lot of people are going to have to.answer a lot of questions,”

CA/Aronberg-001 070 -
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In his ruling, Marra detailed what appeared to be a cozy
relationship between .Acosta, his line prosecutors.and
Epstein’s team of Jawyers. His phalanx of lawyers included
noted Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz ‘andﬁKenﬁeth
Starr, the former U.S. solicitor general whose invesrigation

led to the impeachment of President Clinton.

Marra describes an October.2007 breakfast meeting
‘between Acosta, who is now U.S. labor secretary; and
Lefkowitz shortly after the non-prosecution agreement was.

inked,

After the meeting, Lefkowitz sent Acosta a note thanking
him for “the commitment you made to me during odr
OctobeT 12 meeéting in which you assured me that your
individuals, potential witnesses; or potential civilclaimants

and:their respective.counsel in this matter.”

Marra quoted an equally pleasant note then-Palm Beach
County State Attorney Barry Kriseher sent to Assistant U.S.
Attorney Marie Villafana; whorwas the lead prosecutor in
Epstein’s case. “Glad we(could get this-worked out for
reasons ['won’t put’in writing,” Krischer wrote, shortly
after the nofi-prosecution agreement was signed. “After this
is resolved I wotld love to buyyou a:cup at Starbucks and

have a ‘conversation.”

Many.of the notes that were exchanged dealt with
prosecutors” and Epstein’s lawyers’ shared desire to keep the
deal secret from Epstein’s accusers. In-a September email,
Villafana asked Lefkowitz for guidance about what:she
should reveal. “And can we have a conference call t6.discuss
what [ may disclose to-... the girls regarding the:

Agreement,” she asked.
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Such cooperation between prosecutors and defense
attorneys is unusual, Marra said. “It was a deviation from
the government’s:standard practice to negotiate with
defense counsel abouit the extent of ciime victith

notifications,” he'wrote,

Further, he noted, that when Edwards and his two young
clients asked for information, they were repeatedly misled.
“The CRVA was desighed to protéct-victims’ right-and
ensure their involvement in the criminal justice process,”
Marra wrote. “When the government gives information to
victims it canniot be misleading.”

Ultimately, the terms of the non-prosecution agreement
were revealed only after Edwards-and attorneys forthe

press successfully sued to make them public:

jmusgrave@pbpost.com

ppa: mcadct e OO

@pbpcourts
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Epstein indicted on sex charges
Part-time Palm Beacher pleads not guilty to sex
trafficking, conspiracy charges in federal courtdn

Manhattan

Dressed in a blue prison jumpsuit, billionaire Jeffrey Epstein on Monday.pleaded not guilty
to charges accusing him of creating a vast network of girls ag’young as 14 that he exploited
for his sexual pleasure at his homes in Palm Beach-and Manhattan,

The 66- -year-old money manager's appearance in U:S. DistrictiCourt.in New York City
capped more than a.decade of recriminations. by young;women and their attorneys who
claimed Epstein used his money and political influence te avoid federal prosecution.
Epstein's attorney Reid Weingarten dismissed.the two-count indictment on sex trafficking
charges as "essentially a do-over" of allegations that landed Epstein in the Palm Beach
County Jail for 13 months more than a-decade ago: ;
However, uniike in. 2007 when then-Setith. Florida U.S. Attorney Alex Acosta agreed to
shelve a 53-page federal indictment afterEpstein agreed to plead guilty to-two state
prostitution charges, prosecutors(in New ¥York indicated they aren't willing to deal. Acosta is
now U.S. labor secretary.

"The alleged behavior shocks the conscience;™ New York City U.S. Attorney Geoffrey
Berman said at a

morning news conferénge, "And while the charged conduct is from a number of years ago, it
is still profoundly imparfant to many of the alleged victims, now young women. They
deserve their ddy in.court." ' '

At a detention hearing scheduled for Monday, Berman said he will aska federal judge to
keep Epstein behind bars until heis tried on charges of sex trafficking and conspiracy to
commit sex trafficking. Epstein paid dozens of young-womento. give-him.nude massages
that, for most, led to sex, he said. '

If convicted of exploiting: dozens of young women, including mariy Palin Beach County girls
who 'were students at Royal Palm Beach High School, ‘Epstein faces a maximum 45-year
prlson sentence.

Citing Epstein's enormous-wealth, his homes in New York, Palm Beach, the U:S. Virgin
Islands, New Mexico and Paris and hisrownership of twojéts, Berman said there are féw
conditions that could keep Epstein from fleeing to-a foreign country-to-evade prosecution.
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"We think he's a significant flight risk," Bérman said of the man ‘who: ferried Britain's Prince
Andrew; actor Kevin Spacey, famed Harvard.law professor Alan Dershowitz and former
President Bill Clifiton-on his jet, dubbed the Lolita Express.

Berman's hard-line stance was welcomed by young women who for years have.been told that
Epstein couldn't be touched because Acosta signed off ofn the nonprosecution agreement,
promising not to charge Epstein in federal court.

Former Palm Beach County resident Virginia Guiffre, who has accused Epstein of turninig
her-into his sex slave and forcing her to have sex with others, including Dershowitz and.
Prince Andrew, praised Berman. He showed thé case is "being taker in a serious way," she
told the Associated Press. Dershowitz has. vehemently denied Guiffre's claims.

New York prosecutors were able toigihore the contfoversial nonprosecution agreement
becduse it contained some significant fine print, said former federal Judge Paul €assell, who
for years has fought to get the agreement thrown.out. It says  only that no/chiarges: could be
filed against Epstein in South Florida, he said.

Berman agreed. "That agreement only binds, by its terms, only binds the Southern District of
Florida," he said: "The Southern District.of New. York is not bound by:that agreement and
wasn't a signatory of it."

That means the sordid allegations that have been leveled at:Epstein for years are now part.of
a-federal indictment.

Contrafy to Epstein's.claims, he knew the women whowcairie, to: his homes.in New York-and
Palm Beach were minors because they told him thieinagesy according to the indictment.
Epstein preyed.on young girls because he knew;they, were "vulnerable to exploitation,"
prosecutors added.

As part of a-carefully orchestrated sex ring; Epstein or his associates would call girls while
he was in New York so they would be available for sex once he réturned to Palm Beach, the
indictiment says. The employecs weren't nanied. They were identified. only as"Employee-1,"
"Employee-2" and "Employee-3¢t

To ensure he had a steady stream ofiyydung girls, Epstein would turn some victims into
recruiters, He would pay them to bring new girls to.his-home: on El Brillo Way along the
Intracoastal Waterway in Palm™Beach orto his palatial townhouse on New Y ork's. Upper East
Side.

"This allowed Epstein to create an ever-expanding web of new victims," Berman said.

In both New York and Palm Beach, the lurid operation was similar. Unidentified employees
of Epstein's.wouldescort the teens into-a roorm. They were told to take off all or most of their
clothes before giving the naked billionaire massages, according to the indictment.

"Epstéin would also typically masturbate during these encounters, ask victims to touch him
whileshe'masturbated, and touch victims' genitals with his-hands or with sex toys," the
indictment says.

As part of the criminal complaint, prosecutors are asking that Epstein be forced to turn over
his multifnillion-dellar townhouse on East 71st Street. The:complaint does not seek forfeiture,
of Epstein's house in Palm Beach. )

While heartened that Epstein now faces setious criminal charges in New York, Cassell said
he-would continue to push a West Palm Beach-based federal judge to throwout the
nonprosecution agreement.that Acosta forged with Epstein's star-studded legal team.
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U.S. District Judge Kenenth Marra has already ruled that Acosta violatedithe federal Crime
Victims' Rights Act by not telling Epstein's victims about the agreement before it was inked.
Coincidentally, Cassell and Epstein attorney Roy Black had to file papers by midnight
Monday, explaining what action Marra should taketo redress that wrong.

Cassell insisted Epstein should face charges.in federal court in West Palm Beach. "Florida
victims deserve justice in Florida," said Cassell, who is:wotking on behalf of Epstein's
victims with attorneys Bradley Edwards and Jack Scarola.

Since it's likely Florida women will get to testify against Epstein in New York, Scarola said
he's not focused on whether Epstein will face charges here. Instead, he said he wants to know
how and why the agreement:-was reached.

"There's been-ho explanation as to how a dedl like.this ¢ould have been. cut and how the
federal government could have been involved in-a conspiracy to violate federal law," Scarola
said of hi§ interest in-continuing the legal battle over thé nonprosecution agreement.

When Acosta agreed to drop the federal investigation, Tpstein in 2008 pleaded guilty to two
prostitution ¢charges and.served 13 months of an 18-month séntence in a vacant wing of the
Palm Beach County Jail - a-cell he was allowed to.leave 12 hours.a day;§ix daysa week. He
was: also forced to register as a sex offender and settle civil lawsuits more than 30 young
women filed against him.

U.S. Rep. Lois Frankel, D-West Palm Beach, said she shates Scarola's interest in finding out
how the agreement.came to-be."] am especially more interestéd in why Epstein got the deal
he got," Frankel said. "We need to know why he-wag-given such an easy sentence.

‘While she has asked the House: Oversight Conimittee: to investigate Acosta; Frankel said she
is not sure that will happen. "It just seems t0.me itwas a travesty that this guy got off the
way he-did and, without pre-judging it, let's haye a proper court case," Frankel said.

Former Palm Beach Police Chief Michael Reiter was inflamed in 2006 when then-State
Attorney Barry Krischer refused tocharge Epstein with serious crimes. Reiter took the
information his officers had gathered from dozens of Epstein's-victims to Acosta, believing
he would prosecute Epstein./He didnit:

Reiter said he was heartened that 13 years later, Epstein. will finally face justice.
"Thankfully, U. S. Attorney Berman and the other authorities.in New York have the good
_judgment to. investigate and prosecute: Epstein in the way that should have occurred in
Florida over a-decade ago," Reiter said in a statement.

And, Scarola said, there are signals that Berman's investigation is far from over.

Berman declined to,answer questions about whether others, such as: Epstein's. high-powered
friends, would be charged. He brushed. off questions about the significance that the
investigation was being handled by the Public Corruption Unit.

‘Whileragents. on Saturday were arresting Epstein aboard his private jet.at the Teterboro
Airport in New Jersey after returning from Paris, other officers were searching his New York.
City townhouse. Agents seized nude photos of young girls who appeared to be minors,
Berman said..

He said his focus 'was on finding more-women who were exploited and abused by Epstein.
Turning to a poster, detdiling the charges-that had been filed against Epstem e pointed a
finger at.a photo of the convicted sex offender who was once described as "a man of
myistery."
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"If you believe you are a victim of this‘man, Jeffrey Epstein, we-want to. hear from you,"
Berman said. A special number, 1-800-CALLFBI, wiil link victims of authormes

Bill Sweeney, assistant dlrector of the FBI's New York office, said.after years of being
ignored by federal agents, the victims' veices will be heard. ' '

"The Jeffrey Epstein matter is No. 1 on the-major case list.in the country," Sweeney said.
Turning to address Epstein's victims directly, he said; "Your bravery may empower others to
speak out against crimes against. them."

jmusgrave@pbpost.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 50-2019-CA-014681
CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION: "AG"

CA FLORIDA HOLDINGS LLC PUBLISHER

OF THE PALM BEACH POST,
Plaintiff/Petitiocner

VS -

DAVE ARONBERG;

SHARON R. BOCK,

Defendant /Respondents .

HEARING-BEFQRE THE HONORABLE KRISTA MARX
(ZOOM: CONFERENCE)

Wednesday, June 3, 2020
10:08 a.m. - 10:28 a.m.

REMOTE ZOOM CONFERENCE
Port Saint Lucie, Florida

Stenegraphically Reported By:
SONJA. M. REED
Court Reporter
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1 APPEARANCES :
2 .
On. behalf of the Plaintiff/Petitioner:
3 ‘GREENBERG TRAURIG, P.A.
1840 Century Park East
4 Suite 1900 ‘
TLog& Arndeles, Califormia 90067
5 310.586..7700
boyajianegtlaw.com
6 BY: NINA D. BOYAJIAN, ESQUIRE
On behalf of the Defendant/Respondent:
8 JACOB, SCHOLZ & WYLER, LLC
961687 Gateway Boulevard
9 Suite 2011
Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034
10 904 .261.3693 )
doug.wyler@comcast.net
11 BY: DOUGLAS A. WYLER, ESQUIRE
12
On behalf of the Defendant /Respondent:
13 CLERK & COMPTROLLER, “PALM BEACH COUNTY
P.O. Box 229
14 West. Palm Beach, Florida 33401
561.355.2983
15 nfingerhutenypalmbeachclerk. com
BY: NICOLE R./EINGERHUT, ESQUIRE
16
17
18
19
20
231
22
23
24
25
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1 PROCEEDINGS

2 EEE &R '
3 THE COURT: We are here today for a very

4 limited purpose. I'm sure the attorneys are aware of
5 | that, but I just don't want there to be any

6. confusion. We are here on Defendant Dave. Aronberg

7 and Defendant Sharon Bock for the Comptrollervwand the
8 | State Attorney's motion to dismiss Count. II.

9 ~ You're all acutely aware as the lawyers that

10 this is a question of law. So wedre not going to be
11 | diving into facts$ and the Courtiwill not be deciding
12 | the merits of this motion this worning. We are

13 simply here for the sole~purpese of that motion to

14 dismiss. So I just wanted to make sure that we all
15 stay on track and we'e all on that same page.

16 So, Ms. Boyagian; I'll send it to you first,

17 | Matam. I -- ofwcdédurse, we all know that the Law 101,
18 I must look at the four corners of the motion, which
19 allegés that the State Attorney, David Aronberg, and
20 thé clerk and comptroller, Sharon Bock, actually have
21 J.custody and control of these grand jury pxoceedingm
22 Whether that is true or not is not for this
23 couft to determine because I'm looking simply at the
24 | four corners of the complaint. But, not for nothing,
25 | I think we all know that they'don't'haveﬁcontrol=and

Wy 2 I oppasition SOLUTIONS
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1 | custody of the records. But I'm going to' dssume that
2 | it's correct because that's what has been alleged.

3 So what I first want to hear from is the

4 attorney for Florida Holdings with regard to,

5 | assuming arguendo, that Florida Statute 905.27 does

6 | create a cause of action, what relief is it that

7 | you're seeking from -- in Count II, specifically.

8 | Not the dec action. We're not here on that today --
9 | what is it you hope to get, a judgment?

10 MS. BOYAGIAN: Thank you, youdr Honor. Good

11 | morning, and thank you for the privilege of appearing

12 | before this court:

13 The relief we are seeking is disclosure of the

14 grand jury records, pursuant to the Fdrtherance of

15 | Justice Exception to905.27. And under the First

16 Amendment .

17 The press,was your Honor is aware, has a right

18 | of access under the First Amendment as a surrogate of
19 the public --

20 THE COURT: Let me just stop you for a minute.

21 J.I’d Tike you to answer my specific question.

22 So I am not particularly'convinced.—F and I'd

23 like for 'you to address that. So we're not going to

24 | dive into facts or the press's standing because

25 that's not something we're here 'to discuss today.

2 ESQUIR
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1 And I have read the voluminous pap'e.r.;wbrk --

2 | I've received paperwork as -- and -- fiverminute ago
3 | from some of the other parties. But I deeply

4 appreciate the fact that you sent this to me so much
5 | in advance and I have been able to spend some time

6 | with, as I said, the voluminous paperwork that was

7 provided.

8 But as you know, Ma'am, we are here. for jsuch an
9 | extremely limited issue today, and that, their motion
10 | to dismiss where they state "you'#e suing the wrong
11 people"; that the court has thése necords.

12 And so, more importantdy, I want you to address
13 whether Section 905.27 gives you a private cause of
14 action against the state attorney and the clerk.

15 Again, I'm going| to assume the facts are true

16 that are asserted in/the motion. Whether they are or
17 not -- because WL.think we can all agree we're not for
18 | sure if théyever -- that the state attorney doesn't
19 have these records. So what is it you're seeking in
20 Colint WIT -- not the dec action. I know you want the
21 records. I've got that. But in, Count ITI,

22 | sSpecifically, what do you -- what's the relief you're
23 geeking and, more importantly, how under this statute
24 | do you get to assert a private action -- a private

25 cause of action against the statexattorney‘and the

2 ESQUIRE
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3
1 clerk?
2 MS. BOYAGIAN: Your Honor, we are aware, of

3 | course, that there is mo expressed private right of

4 action, 905.27. But that does not end the inguiry.

5 As the Florida Supreme Court stated:

6 "Where a statute like 905.27

7 forbids an act which is to Plaintiff's

8 injury, the party injured should have

9 an action."
10 And that's the Smith PiezO=case in the volume

11 | of materials that we Sent you,

12 ‘There's no question hefe that the denial of the
13 FIRST AMENDMENT right to~the press is an injury which
14 gives rise to a right of “action.

15 Stated another way, looking at the analysis

16 that the Fischer" Metcalf Court looked at, there are
17 three factors iImn.determininhg whether there ig a

18 | private rightyof action where a statute does not

19 | expreésly provide for one.

20 One’ is whether the Plaintiff is part of the

21 | class for which the statute is intended to protect;
22 | gecond is a legislative history; and the third is the
23 underlying purposes of the statutory scheme.

24 The first fac¢tor I already addressed, that the
25 | press is part of the class that ‘the statqte is

Z ESOUIRE
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1 | intended to betiefit, being the sidrrogate of the

2 | public and exercising its first amendment right.

3 The second issue of legislative history and the
4 plurpose -- statutory purpose are somewhat related.

5 | We were unable to find much legislative history on

6. this issue of a private right of action under the
sfatute.

There is nothing that says we intend'to create

Xe) Q0 ~J

a, private action, but there's certainly, nothing that
10 says we do not want to create a private right of

11 | action.

12 What we do have is that in\1994, the same time
13 that 905.27 was reenacted,\a statute that pertains to
14 the secrecy of State Grand Jury -- statewide grand

15 | juries was also emacted. That provision, which is

16 905.395, has no exeeptions for -- for revealing these
17 records. By contrast, the legislature interitionally
18 | enacted 905.2% with the Furtherance of Justice

19 | Exception.

20 If the public through the press can't bring a

21 | private right of action to enforce that exception or
22 to seek relief under that exception, that

23 | intentionally placed éxception of furthering justice
24 | is essentially rendered hollow --

25 (Speaking simultaneously.)

RN ! SEPOSITION sowuom
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|
® ®
1 THE COURT: Okay. Pause for a minute.
2 I don't think anybody is saying that there
3 isn't a cause of action or that the press doesn't

4 have standing. That's not what I'm asking you, I'm
5 | asking you, how are the clerk and the state attgrney

6 the proper defendants?

7 So, you know, nowhere have I said thexe isn't a
8 | cause of action. Clearly there is. I!m'puzzled by

9 the procedural posturing of this case‘nawming the
10 state attorney.

11 And, you know, I'm furthek Btyfied by the fact
12 that you allege in your complaint that they have --
13 | particularly David Aronberg the State Attorney --
14 that hHe has these records.

15 But I'm going té assume that's true. So I'm
16 not telling you, yeu don't have a cause of action.
17 I'm just saying.,.-okay, let's run this all the way
18 | out. Let's/Say you win and you get a judgment

19 againSt the State Attorney Dave Aronberg.
20 What's he supposed to do with it? He can't
21 release the grand jury testimony. He has no
22 | authority whatsoever to do that.
23 MS. BOYAGIAN: Well, your Honor, as you stated,
24 this is a motion to dismiss stage, and we are

25 entitled to discovery on the issue ofvpoﬁsession,

|
|
|
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1 custody, and control. My Understanding i$ that the
2 | state attorney has asserted that he does ﬁot have
3 possession. It's not my understanding that the clerk
4 Has taken that position. So the clerk may indeed be
5 | the -- someone who does have possession, custody, and
6 control.
7 In any event, we would submit that the.state
8 | attormey, even it does not have actual pesgession at
9 this time, it might be. able to have the, power to
10 contrel or direct the entity or persoms who do have
11 | control and posséssion to reledse those -- to effect
12 | the judgment .
13 - THE COURT: So let _mejask you this: So the
14 clerk is the keeper of the record. But even if you
15 got a judgment against her -- let's say you asserted
16 | this cause of actien/and let's say you win and you
17 get a judgment tagainst the clerk. The clerk canniot
18 | release grandyjury testimony to you. Only the court
19 can.
20 So really -- all I'm saying to you is I do not
21 | understand the way this case was filed or why these

22 are the defendants because it's impossible for them

23 to perférm.
24 I mean, I'm going to assume, based on your

25 motion, again, that they do have the records. But we

"
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1 | all know -- eveéryone in the room knows they do not --

2 | that only the court -- they're -- they're with a

3 court interpreting. And only the court can release
4 the records.
5 So if you get a judgment against either the

6 state attorney or the clerk, they cannot -- I_mean, I
7 | guess what you're saying to me is, well, we,want to
8 | do discovery and we want them tq say uneguivocally "I
9 | have these records" or "I don't have them.,"
10 And -- I mean, the law is abéndantly clear.
11 | You cannot do it without a couft /determinirig whether,
12 | in the furtherance of justife, the release is
13 appropriate.
14 MS. BOYAGIAN: And that is a determination

15 we're asking your/Homor to make, and we're asking for

16 an order from youricourt.
17 ‘THE COURTw..When we get to the merits of the

18 case, sure\ifyis. But, again, you're asking me to

19 make that determination and for me to make a

20 determination of whether the grand jury records

21 J._should be released. &And the only thing we're here

22 | today about is why should the clerk and the state

23 attorney have to, defend a civil action when it's a

24 | possibility of performance? They -- evern if you were
25 to win and get a judgment against them, they cannot

2 ESQUIRE

GEPGSITION SOLUTIONS
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1 give ‘you what they don't have.
2 So -- I mean, it's as simply as this: Are
3 you -- you just want to engage in some discovery for
4 them to absolutely assert, particularly, the state

5 | attorney, "I don't have these records"; look to he
6 | rules that say the moment the grand jury's over,
7 they're sealed and they're turned over and.they
8 | cannot be released without court order?

9 So I'm not addressing the merits or whether you
10 | have an exception or you're able £o argue that
11 | there's an excéption in the fuftherance of justice.
12 | We're not getting there today. \I'm simply saying why
13 should these two entities have to defend this lawsuit
14 when even down the road 1f they win they can't give
15 | you what they don't have?

16 MS. BOYAGIAN:\ As your Honor stated, I'm not
17 sure that’s thewcase with the clerk. That was not in
18 | their -- thatwissue was not stated in their papers.
19 THE COURT: Let me ask you this, then: Do you
20 | think,, if you got a judgment and I or the court
21 | doesn't make the determination that the grand jury
22 | records should be released, that the clerk would be
23 able to perform?
24 Would they be able to say "here you go"? I

25 | mean, could the clerk just make that unilateral
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1 deCiSion."I“mngiﬁg‘tO rélease the records, sealed

2 confidential records"?

3 Does she have any authority to do that?
4 MS. BOYAGIAN: My understanding, your Honor, is

5 | that 905.27 requires a court order before the regords
6 are unsealed.

7 THE COURT: Exactly. Exactly.

[0 0]

All right. Let me hear from Mr. Aronberg's
9 | attorney, Mr. Wyler.
10 MR. WYLER: Thank you, yocur Honor. May it

11 | please the Court --

12 ‘THE COURT: Good morning, Sir.
13 MR. WYLER: Good morningp
14 Your Honor, I just wanted to let. you know that

15 | I spoke with coungel “for the clerk, Ms. Fingerhut, a
16 couple of days/before this hearingJ.and.we-decided

17 that I would just/make the presentation for both of
18 | of us, being™that our arguments overlap except for

19 the fdet of who this claim -- whether they hawve the
20 retords or not, which, of course, we've gaid we don't
21 | have custody of the records.

22 But, nonetheless, our arguments overlap. The

23 Plaintiff 4s aﬁtempting to assert a cause of action
24 under Section 905.27. That statute settled testimony

25 not to be disclosed exceptions. So it's just

SEPOSITION SOLUTIONS
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1 | expldining excéptions to the disgc¢losure of the grand
2 | jury testimony.

3 Our position is that it doesn't set forth a

4 cause of action and that it's impossible for us to
5 | perform what they're asking.

6 I know you sdid you didn't really want to g&t
7 into the Furthering Justice Exception, but.dl know

8 | that's what they're using as their basis - to get to
9 these. But it's our position that the'clear

10 unambiguous statutory’ language, i shows that this
11 | dis¢losure only applies to a ¢ivil or ¢riminal case,

12 and that within that civil Or cximinal --

13 (Speaking simultaneously.)
14 ‘THE COURT: Again, Sir -- I'm sorry. As I told

15 Plaintiff's counsel =

16 : MR. WYLER: - -% _¢€an only be used in the defense
17 for --

18 ‘THE CQURT: Okay. We're not there. Welre not
19 discussing the merits of the case, and -- I'm not

20 ready \to cross that bridge. I'm here for a very,

21 | very limited hearing today.

22 So just as I stopped Plaintiff's counsel from

23 argiing the merits of the case and whether or not the

24 Furtherance of Justice Exception will apply in this

25 instance, we're not even there yet.
=T T N T OEPGSITIOR SOLUTIONS :
|
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1 I'm only here for the purpose of determining

2 | whether or not the clerk and state attorney should be
3 dismissed. And I am bound by the four corners of the
4 document, which assert that you do have control and
5 | custody over it.

6 So if you'll fashion your argument with redaxd

7 | to that limited purpose, I would appreciate. it

8 MR. WYLER: No problem, your Honoxr. \I

9 apologize. _

10 Within the four corners of their complaint, our
11 | position is that they failed to\state a cause of
12 | action under 905.27. It doés net provide for -- it
13 doesn't list that therels no element that they have
14 | adequately pled to assertha cause of action undeft
15 | that. There's --and thHe only thing they're asking
16 for is records that _we don't have.

17 There's really not much more to it, your Honor.
18 | And we would™ask that you would grant our motion to
19 dismiss for failure to state a cause of action.
20 THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Fingerhut, are you still

21 on the phone?

22 MS. FINGERHUT: Yes, your Honor.

23 THE COURT: Is theré anything you wish to add?
24 MS. FINGERHUT: We agree with the state

25 ;

X
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1 attorney's position, and we dlso agréee with what the
2 | Court has said, that the plain language of the

3 | statute, a cause of action doesn't exist. And we

4 really cannot -- we'll be defending something without
5 | the four corners. We're simply involved in this

6 agtion because the clerk is the custodian of the

7 records.

8 THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, Ma'am.
9 Ms. Boyagian, back to you.
10 MS. BOYAGIAN: Your Honor, I4d like to note

11 that in the Butterworth case if\which the Supreme
12 | Court limited the applicatifon 905.27 by saying that a
13 witness can reveal her ownhtestimony and prohibiting

14 that they violate the,First Amendment --

15 ‘THE COURT: Say ‘that again, please.
16 MS. BOYAGIAN: W /An the Supreme Court case; the

17 Butterworth casSey” in which the Supreme Court ruled

18 | that 905.27 Can't restrict a Grand Jury witness from

19 revealing her own testimony, that would be a

20 viplation of First Amendment, in that case, the state
21 attorney was, in fact, a party.

22 ‘THE COURT: Well, I assume the state attorney

23 that was present -- I mean, I don't find that that's

24 | close to what we're talking about here, and that's

25 whether or not -- I mean, as we know, this was in
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1 2006. Certainly Dave Aroiiberg wasi't even the stateé
2 attorney then. But this is about the release of
3 records:
4 I want to give you ample opportunity -- and
5 | again, I sincerely appreciate that all of the case
6 law and the way that it was presented to the Cou¥t, in
7 such a timely fashion. 1 really do. And I.did spend
8 | some time with it. But I want to give you, whatever
9 opportunity you want to take to convinee me that it
10 is in -- as to Count 2, again. Net the dec action -=
11 whether thesé would be the apprepriate defendants.
12 and, you know, really, /I want you to boil it
13 down for me as to this -~ let)»s take it all the way
14 down the road. You win. \You get a judgment. against
15 the clerk and the/ state attorney.
16 I know there's other reasons why you might have
17 filed it this way{ But I'm just simply puzzled
18 | because I do“hear what the clerk and the state
19 attorniey are saying, and that is, performance is
20 impossible. They don't have the records and
21 J.cannot -- absolutely. There's not even an inch of
22 wiggle room -- that they could release the records
23 even if you got a j"u'd_g'niéri’t. It is solely a
24 | determination for the court.

25 I, frankly, think, you know, there's ways to
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1 get to your records. There's ways to get
2 | confidential records. But it isn't by suing the
3 state attorney and the clerk.
4 So I just want to hear your last final argument
5 | on how Count II, the appropriate defendants are the
6 clerk and the state attorney. Even assuming arguendo
7 they have the records -- we know they don't.:-= you
8 | were to get a judgment against them, how.would you
9 | expect them to perform?
10 MS. BOYAGIAN: Two points, yeur Honor: One is
11 that, again, the clerk did not-“assert in her papers
12 | that she does not have contfol.\ That is a positieon
13 that the State Attorney!s Qffiice has asserted. It is
14 our allegation, and ag your Honor noted, allegations
15 must be accepted as trué -- as true at this stage of
16 the proceedings.
17 ‘ Second, itwis also our understanding that the
18 | state attornéy and the clerk intend to block access
19 to thése records. So our allegation is that they do

20 hate possession, custody, or control, which the clerk

21 ) has Hot denied; and second, that they are trying to
22 block access to the records --

23 THE COURT: What do you mean? What do you

24 mean? They're not trying to block it. They're

25 | saying that despite the fact -- let's just talk about
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1 the ¢lerk, becatse we all know the state attorney

2 | doesn't have it.

3 So the clerk is the custodian of records.

4 That's her main job. There's no doubt about it. We
5 | all know that. But we also know, unequivocally.q--

6 | unequivocally, only the court can make the

7 determination of whether the moving party-has

8 satisfied that there is an exception thafythese
9 should be released.
10 8o, again, I ask you -- sheds, |in fact, the

11 custodian of the records -- igWit your opinion that
12 if you got a judgment saying, clerk and comptroller

13 gets a judgment againststhem;” that she can release

14 the records without the Gourt -- without the court

15 | weighing in, withéut¥the court making that

16 | determination as reguired by law?

17 MS. BOYAGIAN: No, your Honor. We dre asking

18 | 'your Honor\tdrorder the clerk to do that under your

19 | discrétion.

20 THE COURT: All right.
21 Mr. -- Ms. Fingerhuth you wish to be heard on

22 that?
23 MS. FINGERHUT: Your Hono¥, our position is
24 that we're not trying to block access to the

25 records --
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1 (Speaking simultanecusly’.)
2 THE COURT: Can you hear? Can the attorneys

3 hear?
4 MS. FINGERHUT: -- custodian the records and

5 that he cannot release the records without court -

6 THE COURT: Exactly.
7 Okay. All right. Anything further, Mr. ‘Wyler?
8 MR. WYLER: No, your Honor. I coneur, with the

9 | attorneys for the clerk's office that it's/ impossible
10 for us to release these records. 4There's no intent
11 to hide them or block anything “from the Plaintiff.

12 THE COURT: Okay. Anything further,

13 Ms. Fingerhut?

14 MS. FINGERHUT: _No, ¥your Honor.
15 THE COURT: Ahd,\Ms. Boyagian, anything

16 further, Ma'am?

17 MS. BOYAGIAN< Nothing further, your Honor.
18 THE COURT: Okay. I will get an order out

19 quickd¥y. Thank you, folks so much. And I'll see you

20 on/ the next round. Thanks a lot.

21 MS. BOYAGIAN: Thank you, your Honor.

22 MR. WYLER: Thank you, your Honor.

23 (The proceedings coricluded at 10:28 a.m.)
24

25
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